
VOLUME CXVI NO. 18  May 5, 2016 

Photo by Nikolai Ivanoff

Photo by Nils Hahn
BABY PARADE— Several adventurous Nome parents and their youngsters embarked on a quest to enjoy
the last days of spring skiing at Grand Central, on Sunday, May 1. 

By Diana Haecker
Islands of decaying sea ice bob

lazily in the open blue waters of Nor-
ton Sound in front of Nome. The
beach is ice and snow free, allowing
people to leisurely stroll along the
shoreline, roast marshmallows on
campfires made of drift wood and
throw Frisbees for the dog. Spring in
Nome arrived early, no doubt. 

The National Weather Service

data confirms what Nome residents
felt all along this winter: that it was
unusually warm, albeit a bit windy. 

Data shows that between Novem-
ber and March, the average tempera-
ture in Nome was 16.2°F, marking
the second warmest winter on record
for Nome. 

The normal average during that
time period should be 9.8°F. 

The warmest winter average tem-

perature occurred in 2000/2001
when the average temperature meas-
ured 17.9°F, according to Rick
Thoman, Climate Science and Serv-
ices Manager with the National
Weather Service in Fairbanks.

And the warmth continued. In
April alone, four records for the daily
high temperatures were broken and
one record tied. On April 12, the high
temperature reached 46°F (old

Offshore ice: Going,
going, gone?

By Diana Haecker
Three officials with the Federal

Aviation Administration were in
Nome this week to begin the process
of assessing soil contamination at the
old FAA communication and navi-
gation facility near mile 1 of the
Beam Road.

Currently, three white and red
towers, some leaning more than oth-
ers, in addition to several downed
towers litter the property that once
was used to beam sound waves that
guided pilots to the Nome airport. As
technology improved, the system be-
came obsolete and was replaced with
the VOR site near the Nome River
and eventually more modern GPS
systems.

Now, the site has moved up on the
FAA’s list of places to clean up and
the process began last year when the
FAA’s Contaminated Sites program
director Brad Platt and project engi-
neer Jon Schleder traveled to Nome
to sort out ownership of the land and
to do a site survey.

Usually, the CAA – as the FAA
was called back in the 1940s – used
federal lands to build supporting in-
frastructure for airports on. How-

ever, things were different in Nome.
According to a time line provided by
Platt, the Nome airport was devel-
oped in 1941. The following year,
the CAA entered into a lease agree-
ment with the Harrison-Munn Cor-
poration to built and maintain the air
navigation and communication fa-
cilities, about three miles east of the
Nome airport. 

The so called navigation site near
the Beam Road consisted of four
140-ft. steel transmission towers
plus one building and a Quonset hut
with several oil tanks. At the far end
of the property, towards Gold Hill,
the communication facilities in-
cluded three 250-ft. high towers, a
generator building and more oil
tanks.

The communication facility was

FAA to remove Beam Road
towers, other contamination
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record set in 2004 at 43°F); April 18
the high reached 44°F, a degree
warmer than the old record of 2014
at 43°F. April 20 saw a high of 49°F,
besting the 2014 record of 47°F. The
next day, the thermometer reached
50°F, four degrees warmer than the
record set in 1996 at 45°F. April 26
this year tied with the same day in
1940, when the temperatures
reached 52°F. 

Robert Murders with the National
Weather Service office in Nome re-
ports also that the snowfall for the
entire season, measured from July of
the previous year through May 1,
saw only 48.9 inches. Normal snow-
fall should be 73.2 inches. The pre-
vious winter 2014/2015 measured a
snowfall of 59.7 inches. Measurable

snow on the ground is zero. “Last
year at this time, we still had two
inches of snow on the ground,” re-
ports Murders.

Thoman put the local data in per-
spective when he said that Nome and
Northwest Alaska are right in the
trend of all of Alaska showing an un-
usually warmd winter and spring. 

“This is the warmest spring ever
recorded in Nome,” he said. 

The average temperature from
February through April in Nome
measured a whopping 20.6°F. The
second warmest spring was in 1989,
and last year was the twelfth
warmest spring with an average tem-
perature of 18.1°F. “Everywhere

Following mild winter, Nome has warmest spring on record

continued on page 4

By Sandra L. Medearis
Port of Nome staff are gearing up

for another busy season when Nome
folks and businesses will receive
new inventory and the exciting
stuff—new vehicles, dogfood, long
awaited building materials—coming
across the causeway.

“The most excitement is with
people coming down to the port to
get new cars and trucks, ATVs, side-
by-sides and other recreational vehi-
cles,” Harbormaster Lucas Stotts
said. “The other one is gold miners
trying to get their dredges off.”

Early ice good-bye will put a hus-
tle on the port opening, kicking off
the ice-free season and allowing ves-
sel landings earlier in May. Some
say two weeks earlier than the late
May, early June average.

Maybe yes, maybe no, Joy Baker,
port director, said Monday.

“I think it is definitely looking
like an early breakup, but the actual

icepack departure will be contingent
on the weather remaining as warm as
it has been and the winds cooperat-
ing,” she said.

Open water east of Nome has
been teasing offshore gold miners
that the time to scoop up golden
dreams that seems so far away at fall
freeze-up has finally arrived.

Depends, said one miner. 
“What we need is a strong wind
from the south to raise the ice and
break it from shore, then a north
wind to blow it out to sea,” he said,
and patted the dog that rides on the
back of his pickup.

According to aerial photos he saw
online at the NOAA Ice Desk page,
there are large areas in the Sound
with no ice, Stotts said Monday. 

“With parts of the Sound open,
once ice farther out starts moving,
just one southerly storm or maybe a

WAITING— Three hunters keep their eyes on a seal hauled out on the sea ice near Safety, on Sunday, May 1. 

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis
THAR SHE FLOWS—Big dreams riding big offshore mining dredges
wait for the moment the Snake River knocks the ice out of the harbor.
Phoenix Marine had them lined up with equipment in place to push and
pull them into the water in anticipation of an early breakout.

continued on page 4

continued on page 5
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Weather Statistics

Sunrise 04/28/16  7:04 a.m. 
05/04/16 6:42 a.m.  

Sunset 04/28/16 10:59 p.m. 
05/04/16  11:18 p.m.

National Weather
Service

Nome, Alaska
(907) 443-2321
1-800-472-0391

High Temp (04/18 - 04/25)    50°F 04/21/16
Low Temp   26°F     04/25/16
Peak Wind                 35 mph, NNE     04/22/16
2016 - Total Precip. (through 04/25) 1.87”
Normal Total to Date 3.14”
Seasonal Snowfall      48.9”   Normal  72.2”
Snow on the Ground 0.00”
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Dealing for Doggies
Nomeites love our dogs, cats, birds and horses. We have a

need to take care of the health of our beloved creatures. When
they get sick they have a need for medical attention, however
we have no way administer the appropriate medical attention.
We have no veterinarian. 

We also live in a section of the world where we have one of
the most sought-after commodities—peace. We could work a
mutually beneficial deal where we would sponsor a veterinar-
ian from a war-torn nation to move to Nome where they and
their family could enjoy peace and security and our animals
would be healthy. 

How can we go about making this happen? Could our city
sponsor a vet? Could our congressional delegation work a
deal? Could our Ministerial Association back a vet? Could our
Chamber of Commerce extend an invitation? Could we put
forth a group effort to give safety to a refuge family? Our pets
deserve the best we can provide. Let’s do it for our furry and
feathered friends. —N.L.M.—

ENJOYING SPRING— Snowman, the horse, samples the first willow
catkins after —what he considered — a long winter. 

Dear Editor,
Sitnasuak Native Corporation

NEEDS change at the board level
and I urge ALL shareholders to
make that change with your vote.
At no other time in Sitnasuak’s his-
tory is an election more important
than the one in 2016.  I am writing
this letter because there are three
candidates that I fully support that
are running for election this year
that I know will guide Sitnasuak to
prosperity they are Becka Baker,
she has been vocal about the
wrongdoings and will bring fair-
ness, Crystal Anderson-Booth, she
has voted in the best interests of
shareholders and her record is
something shareholders can be
proud of, and Bruce Davis, his
common sense and fair attitude to-
wards prosperity is what is
needed.  Becka, Crystal, and Bruce
will bring fairness to the board,
they are against the use of discre-
tionary proxies and together will
be able to make the changes that
will benefit shareholders.  I urge all
SNC shareholders that Louis
Green, Jr. and Bobby Evans should
not be re-elected so our corpora-
tion can prosper.  I am not a face-
book user but there is a facebook
group out there that is encouraging
outreach and dialogue at:

https://www.facebook.com/gro
ups/392690094226043/.

Please consider visiting the
facebook page and sharing your
opinion.  Or if like me you remem-
ber how it was before the internet
please feel free to talk with me in
person.  I support Becka, Crystal,
and Bruce and encourage your
vote.

Austin Ahmasuk
Nome, Alaska 

End Game
The State of Alaska faces a fi-

nancial crisis of immense propor-
tions. Governor Walker and
legislators have a plan and spon-
sored it with certain legislative
planks. They designed an emer-
gency fiscal bridge to cross this fis-
cal abyss safely. The bridge is
composed of three wide planks. All

of them are needed to make the
bridge wide enough to get to the
other side without falling off.

Plank 1 is Cuts in Spending and
has two halves. One-half cuts gov-
ernment services. The other cuts
the projected donations to the Oil
Tax Credit Kitty.

Plank 2: A new source of in-
come derived from reconstructing
the permanent fund.

Plank 3 Income Tax and other
sources of income generation.

Positively reacting to change is
extremely difficult. We have to go
forward. It is my concern that
many of our current legislators are
trying to kick the can down the
road, enabling them and most
Alaskans to remain oblivious to the
consequences.  Their responses to
the Governor’s plan thus far:

Plank 1: The legislature has only
agreed to carving deeply into so-
cial services

Plank 2: Has generally been ig-
nored as too controversial

Plank 3: Legislators seem to feel
it is not their responsibility to tax
citizens and entities.

Then, what exactly are their re-
sponsibilities?

The vast majority of Alaskans I
know are in favor of building the
whole bridge in all its parts. This is
especially true when it comes to
the oil companies, for which in ret-

rospect, former Governor Parnell’s
oil legislation can be viewed as
Corporate Welfare on Steroids. Ap-
proaching our State’s financial
chasm, the Legislature appears to
be laying down one half of a plank.
The half of the beam composed of
the cuts in social services has been
widened and thickened, but a full
85 percent of proposed reductions
in the Oil Tax Credit Kitty have
been returned to the Kitty.

Do we, the people of
Alaska,  have to suffer the entire
weight of the loss of state services
and jobs, losing K-12 educators,
losing state troopers who protect us
and starving the University
budget? Basically the AK Peoples’
Services/ Safety/Education nets
were shredded in plain sight. As it
stands, we get half-a-plank to
stumble over a large crater. For
these losses, we are asked to teeter
across a huge financial crater on
what? Not the stable three plank
bridge envisioned by the Governor,
but rather a half-plank, with all but
a few inches of the corporate board
sawn off. Not adopting the Gover-
nor’s full plan is an end game: a
horribly expensive one in the long
term for Alaskans.

Respectfully submitted
Lee Ault (formerly Lee Deborah

Brown)
Anchorage, AK

Daily variations in sea level due to local meteorological conditions cannot be predicted and may significantly effect
the observed tides in this area.  All times are listed in Local Standard Time. All heights are in feet referenced to

Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW).

Low
TideTime TimeDate Time

High
Tide

High
Tide

Low
TideDay

         
Time

Nome Norton Sound Tide Predictions (High & Low Waters)

5/5      Th       3:56a         +1.2           3:57p         +1.5            9:37a        +0.3          10:36p           +0.1       
6      Fr        5:01a         +1.3             4:39p         +1.6            10:30a         +0.4          11:28p           0.0    
7      Sa       6:05a         +1.3             5:23p         +1.6            11:24a         +0.5                              
8       Su       7:08a         +1.4             6:11p         +1.6            12:21a         -0.2          12:20p           +0.6       
9      Mo       8:11a         +1.4             7:01p         +1.5            1:15a         -0.2          1:18p           +0.7       

10     Tu     9:14a        +1.5             7:56p         +1.4            2:10a        -0.3          2:21p           +0.8       
11     We     10:16a         +1.5           8:57p        +1.3            3:05a        -0.3          3:28p           +0.8  

Results from our April 22-29 online poll.
(Go to nomenugget.net in order to participate)
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Thursday, May 5
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
*After School Activities: Football Nome Rec Center

Grades 3-6 3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Grades 5-8 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

*NCC Parent and Child Play Group Boys and Girls Club 10:00 a.m. - noon
*Lunch Lap Swim Nome Swimming Pool 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
*Weekly Women’s Circle Prematernal Home 3:00 p.m. -  4:00 p.m.
*Strength Training Nome Rec Center 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
*NSHC Cinco de Mayo Walk/Run HSHC Lobby 5:15 p.m.
*Nome Food Bank Bering and Seppala 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
*Yoga with Peter: Session 1 Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
*City League Volleyball Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*Water Aerobics Nome Swimming Pool 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Board of Equalization City Hall 5:30 p.m.
*Open Bowling Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
*Yoga with Peter: Session 2 Nome Rec Center 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
*NPS Trivia Night Nome Elementary 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*Northwest Campus Commencement Old St. Joseph’s Hall 7:00 p.m.

Friday, May 6
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
*AM Lap Swim Nome Swimming Pool 6:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m. - noon
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 3:00 p.m.
*After School Activities: Ball Games Nome Rec Center

Grades 3-6 3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Grades 5-8 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

*Dance Fitness Class Nome Rec Center 5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
*Board of Equalization City Hall 5:30 p.m.
*Open Bowling Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*Adult drop-in Soccer (ages 15+) Nome Rec Center 8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*AA Meeting Lutheran Church(rear) 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 7
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 8:00 p.m.
*Yoga with Peter Nome Rec Center 2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
*Open Bowling Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*Soup-er Bowl Fundraiser NBHS Cafeteria 6:00 p.m.
*AA Meeting Airport Pizza (upstairs) 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sunday, May 8

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 2:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*Open Swim Nome Swimming Pool 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
*Family Swim Nome Swimming Pool 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
*PM Lap Swim Nome Swimming Pool 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Zumba Fitness Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Monday, May 9
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m. - noon
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 3:00 p.m.
*After School Activities: Basketball Nome Rec Center

Grades 3-6 3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Grades 5-8 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

*PM Lap Swim Nome Swimming Pool 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Zumba Fitness Nome Rec Center 5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*Zumba Fitness Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Open Swim Nome Swimming Pool 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
*Pilates Class Nome Rec Center 6:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
*Joint Session: NSB and NCC City Hall 7:00 p.m. 
*AA Meeting Lutheran Church(rear) 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Tuesday, May 10
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
*Pre-school Story Hour Kegoayah Kozga Library 10:30 a.m.
*Lunch Lap Swim Nome Swimming Pool 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
*After School Activities: Handball Nome Rec Center

Grades 3-6 3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Grades 5-8 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

*Strength Training Nome Rec Center 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
*City League Volleyball Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*Nome Food Bank Bering & Sepala 5:30 p.m. -  7:00 p.m.
*Yoga with Peter Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
*Nome School Board: Reg. Meeting Nome Elementary Libr. 5:30 p.m.
*Nome Planning Com.: Reg. Meeting City Hall 7:00 p.m.
*AA Meeting Airport Pizza (upstairs) 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, May 11
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m. - noon
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 3:00 p.m.
*After School Activities: Floor Hockey Nome Rec Center

Grades 3-6 3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Grades 5-8 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

*PM Lap Swim Nome Swimming Pool 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Zumba Fitness Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
*Family Swim Nome Swimming Pool 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
*HBHS Sports Physicals Nome-Beltz Call NBHS for times

Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum

Reopening in the new Richard Foster Building,  Call 907-443-6630

Kegoayah Kozga Library: noon - 7:00 p.m. (M-TH), noon - 6:00 p.m. (F-S)

Nome Visitors Center: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (M-F)

Bering Land Bridge Visitor Center: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (M-F)

XYZ Center: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (M-F) 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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Happy Mother’s Day

Saturday & Sunday Matinee

Starting Friday, May 6

Located on east Front

Street across from

National Guard Armory

Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. / Sunday: 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. / Sunday: 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Take Out

Orders

443-8100

Subway Daily SpecialsSubway Daily Specials

Thursday — B.M.T.

Friday — Tuna

Saturday — Roast Beef

Sunday — Roasted

Chicken Breast

Six-Inch Meal Deal $8.50

Listen to ICY 100.3 FM, Coffee Crew, 7 - 9 a.m., and find
out how you can win free movie tickets!

Breakfast is served 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

weekdays & weekends

Also serving
soups, salads
and flat
breads

Monday — Turkey/Ham

Tuesday — Meatball

Wednesday — Turkey

  443-8100
GOLD COAST CINEMA

Jungle Book
Rated G   7:00 p.m.

Rated R   9:30 p.m.

Criminal

Jungle Book

4:00 p.m.

Criminal

1:30 p.m.
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Advertise with The Nome Nugget. 
Call (907) 443-5235 or email: ads@nomenugget.com

Iditarod bans musher from race
due to DV allegations

By Diana Haecker
Last week, the Iditarod Trail

Committee board in their regular
meeting decided to ban Seward
musher Travis Beals from next
year’s race as well as an indefinite
period of time after. Beals is accused
of several domestic violence inci-
dents involving his fiancée and fel-
low musher who also ran this year’s
Iditarod.

Court records show that Beals
pleaded guilty to an amended charge
in July 2015, was spared 90 days of
jail and was released on probation.
Then, again in December, Beals was
arrested for assault in the fourth de-
gree, fear of injury, against the same
woman, he lived and trains dogs with
in both Seward and Willow. He was
released on bail until trial was to take
place in April. Both he and his fi-
ancée ran this years’ Iditarod and

both finished in Nome. 
The ITC said that they did not

know about the prior guilty plea, but
were aware of the pending trial from
the December 2015 domestic vio-
lence incident. Last week, the ITC is-
sued a statement that “the Iditarod
Trail Committee Board recognizes
that domestic violence is a pervasive
problem in the State of Alaska and
society in general.” The statement
said the board will “immediately im-
plement a process of reviewing its
rules and policies, with the assistance
of an advisory committee, with the
objective of revising those rules for
future races to better address this se-
rious societal issue.” 

In a resolution the board said the
committee won’t accept race appli-
cations from Travis Beals in 2017
and for an indefinite period of time
thereafter. The duration of the indef-

inite period of time beyond 2017 will
depend in large part on documenta-
tion of successful completion of all
court ordered rehabilitation.”

According to ITC Executive Di-
rector Stan Hooley, the advisory
committee is not yet appointed. “We
have not yet appointed the advisory
committee, but are committed to or-
ganizing one as soon as we can,”
Hooley said through a spokesperson.
“We have discussed the importance
of having outside expertise, not only
with regard to the issue of domestic
violence, but other criminal offenses
as well. The people we envision as
being a part of this committee are not
necessarily known to us yet, so we
will want to take the necessary time
to identify these individuals and de-
fine participation.”

Caribou biologist retires after 28
years with ADF&G

By Maisie Thomas
After working with animals in

western Alaska for nearly 40 years,
Alaska Department of Fish and
Game Caribou Biologist Jim Dau re-
tired at the end of April. Over the
decades, Dau became the go-to ex-
pert on Alaskan caribou in general,
and the Western Arctic Caribou Herd
in particular. 

Carmen Daggett, ADF&G Arctic
Regional Coordinator Boards Sup-
port, worked with Dau for several
years. Though his knowledge of cari-
bou was unparalleled in the region,
Daggett believes what really set Dau
apart was his ability to listen to and
learn from others. “He had an im-
mense amount of respect for what
Elders knew about caribou,” Daggett
said. “Some people come into the re-
gion thinking they know it all, and
discount traditional knowledge.” 

Dau’s “straightforward but gen-
tle” approach, as well as his humility,
earned him the respect of people in
Northwestern Alaska. Last year,
Dau’s house in Kotzebue burned
down. “The office phone rang off the
hook for a week straight,” Daggett
said, “People came out of the wood-

work wanting to help him.” 
One would not expect a man who

spent summers herding Larry
Davis’s reindeer by himself to be
particularly gregarious. Dau admits,
“I’ve never really considered myself
much of a people person, I was al-
ways more interested in the ani-
mals.” But as he got older, Dau
realized how much he valued his
communications and relationships
with colleagues and community
members. Dau said what he will
miss the most about his job will be
working with people. “It goes be-
yond work friendships, I’ve known
some of these people for forty years,
I’ve seen their kids grow up,” he
said.

After getting out of the U.S. Navy
in 1972, Dau attended the University
of Alaska Fairbanks and earned a
bachelor’s degree. Upon graduation,
he was “dead broke” with a wife and
two kids and in serious need of a job.
He found one with the UAF Rein-
deer Program, where he worked with
former state veterinarian Bob Di-
eterich and Nome reindeer herder
Larry Davis.

After earning a master’s degree

from UAF, Dau moved to Nome as
a research associate for the reindeer
program. Throughout his time with
the program, Dau worked out in the
field with the reindeer herds during
the summers. He formed relation-
ships with Alaska’s reindeer herders

continued on page 5

Photo by Geoff Carroll
RETIRED—Jim Dau retired this
week from ADF&G. 



northeasterly wind,” Stotts said, or
maybe a couple weeks.

Stotts doesn’t expect any large
ships coming into port until the end
of May, even if the ice leaves earlier
than usual. A Russian research ves-
sel appears on the schedule at the end
of May. The ship carries scientists
and equipment for a walrus-tagging
project to chart movement. 

And then, the first week of June
will be very busy with vessel traffic,
he said.

And then, while port personnel
oversee vessels throwing lines onto
cells along the causeway and barges
landing at the ramps, gold miners
will be moving offshore rigs in and
out, crisscrossing the small boat har-
bor. Add to these activities the hub-
bub of construction, maintenance,
security arrangements and in the port
office, port billing and budgets.

Budget? 
The Nome Port Commission re-

vised the port rate and operating tar-
iff and included a 10 percent rate
increase across the board; however,
the Nome Common Council ap-
proved the tariff with a 0 increase.
The port, along with other depart-
ments will have to find ways to cut
spending and at a recent meeting
tossed around a short list of tenta-
tively identified expenditures port
operations may have to do without.

The port administration and com-
mission would continue to find ef-
fective ways to reduce costs without
affecting services, and attracting ad-
ditional revenue, Baker said.

“We are tweaking the FY17
budget right now to include only pro-
jections on what we have to spend to
keep up with maintenance, known
repairs and operations.   The actual

number is yet to be seen as we’re still
getting quotes on the absolute neces-
sities,” Baker said. More information
would be available following a May
12 work session on the budget, she
added.

The Middle Dock project on the
causeway will commence with open
water, allowing the remaining dredg-
ing and a punch list of items to be
finished, according to a report from
Joy Baker. She expects the project to
wrap up in mid-June. Middle Dock
is a sheet pile cell with its own cargo
ramp. The port administration has
been exploring options for modify-
ing the ramp on the Middle Dock to
mitigate surface erosion from signif-
icant storm surges. Once they deter-
mine a suitable cost effective option
through consultation with contrac-
tors and engineers, port administra-
tion will request a price for
consideration by the Commission
and Council.

Orion Marine will begin to repair
seawall erosion in the middle of this
month. OM has already finished
stockpiling armor rock near the proj-
ect site. Port administration expects
the project to close early in July.

Port staff expects about 200,000
tons of gravel to be exported over the
West Gold Dock of the causeway,
headed to Hooper Bay. That volume
would provide a nice influx of rev-
enue for Port of Nome and have a
vessel coming in every four to five
days.  

Construction to alleviate lighting
and turning radius issues for trucks
using Jafet Road and Snake River
Bridge should be finished in mid-
July, according to a report form
Baker to the Port Commission. 

Efforts continue on finding new
options for clean fill to develop the
new Thornbush Subdivision at the

port to create additional uplands for
lay down storage. Baker reported
that port administration is seeking
cost estimates from local contractors
to find out how to fill the site in
stages as funding becomes available.
Using spoils from dredging the
Snake River moorage presents an-
other option, also based on funding.

Snake River floats Phase II and
travel lift project remains in the plan-
ning stages while efforts continue to
seek an appropriate mechanism or
partner to develop the project.

If the ice goes out this week, com-
mercial ships will not be rushing into
the harbor.

“The commercial vessel sched-
ules are already in place, but an early
breakup allows the construction
barges, miners and herring fishermen
to get a jump on the season,” Baker
explained. “ We will still see the first
fuel and freight barges on schedule.”

Meanwhile,  “a day in the life” of
a harbormaster Monday had Stotts
wearing several hats in getting the
season underway, making out pur-
chase orders, preparing vehicle work
orders, processing applications for
two new office staff position open-
ings, and preparing for hazwopper
and CPR classes.
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from Southeast to Barrow, this con-
firms a general warming trend,”
Thoman told the Nome Nugget. 

Thoman said that the average low
for Nome, between October 2015
and April 2016 was -17°F. 

“In recorded history, Nome has
never had a winter with a low that
warm,” Thoman said. The low in the
previous winter was -20°F. The low-
est temperature recorded in the state
was -47°F at Arctic Village around
Christmas time. “It’s never been
where the state has not hit the minus
50°F mark somewhere in the state,”
Thoman said. 

Going into April, Thoman said
that starting April 7, Nome’s high
temperatures were almost every day
above freezing. “Normally, the aver-
age high temperature does not go
above freezing until April 24,” he
said.

“Even some lows were above
freezing. The normal date when
Nome gets lows above freezing is
around May 19,” Thoman said. 

The sustained warm temperatures

made for relatively mild river
breakups. There was no flooding re-
ported, not in Nome’s Snake or
Nome rivers. Also, the Kuskokwim
saw its earliest breakup ever.

Thoman said while the longterm
average sees the Kusko flowing at
Bethel around May 12; this year’s
breakup in Bethel was nearly a
month early, on April 20. Thoman
said the warm temperatures allowed
for the ice to rot in place and thus
there is no substantial river flooding
reported. 

However, he said that while
Nome and Northwest Alaska saw a
milder than usual winter, the devia-
tion from “normal” temperatures
was less than in the rest of Alaska. 

The low snowfall was primarily
the result of weather systems shift-
ing east from the North Pacific into
the Gulf of Alaska, dumping most of
its moisture south of the Bering Sea.
Thoman said much of Western
Alaska was drier than average.
“Snowfall was below normal almost
everywhere, with the exception of
Haines.” 

continued from page 1
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• Mild winter
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Photo by Nils Hahn
BEACH WALK—A Nomeite enjoys a walk on East Beach on Thursday,
April 28.
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Photo by Diana Haecker
STILL STANDING— The FAA plans to assess contamination levels at the former navigational site and then
remove all contamination and the towers to the left and right. The owner of the tower in the middle has yet to
decide if he wants the FAA to remove the lead-painted tower.

By Maisie Thomas
The Federal Subsistence Board

closed caribou hunting in Game Unit
23 to non-federally qualified users.
Starting on July 1, hunters who live
outside of Alaska, have lived in the
state for less than 12 months or live
in urban areas including Anchorage
and Fairbanks will not be able to har-
vest caribou in that area. Alaskans
who were born and raised in rural
areas but have moved to larger cities
are also not considered federally
qualified subsistence users.

The decision to limit hunting in
the area is an effort to revive the pop-
ulation of the Western Arctic Caribou
Herd, or WAH, and is supported by
both regional advisory councils in
the area. “The Board felt that there
was sufficient evidence indicating
that the closure was necessary to
allow for the continuation of subsis-
tence uses and for conservation of a
healthy caribou population,” says a
press release from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. 

GMU 23 encompasses an area
from the Chukchi Sea extending east
past Kobuk. The Noatak National

Preserve, Kobuk Valley National
Park, Gates of the Arctic National
Preserve and Selawik National
Wildlife Refuge are all inside GMU
23, and are all off limits to non-local
hunters.

During the most recent count in
2013, the herd population was
235,000. It is now estimated to be
down to about 200,000 animals—
less than half the size of the popula-
tion a decade earlier. The herd’s
decline began in 2003, when it
peaked at 490,000 animals. The de-
cline is due to several factors, in-
cluding increased adult cow
mortality, decreased calf recruitment,
habitat loss, climate change and pre-
dation, according to Chris McKee,
Office of Subsistence Management
Wildlife Division Supervisor.

McKee said about 13,000 caribou
are harvested in GMU 23 each year.
Of these, around 600 are taken by
non-Federally qualified hunters. This
equates to only five percent of the
total harvest. McKee points out that,
as WAH decreases, hunting accounts

• FAA

active until 1949, the navigation sta-
tion until 1967.

In 1975 the lease agreement
ended and the land was returned to
the Harrison-Munn Corporation. The
three tall communications towers
were dropped onto the tundra and
everything except for the Quonset
hut remained on the property. 

In 1987, Gary Longley bought the
property in order to develop a Nome
landfill, but the land proved unsuit-
able for the purpose due to the
amount of permafrost present. The
land was divided and another person,
Chilly Belarde, bought the commu-
nications facility, and at a later time,
a one acre parcel was acquired by
Paul Haskell.

Last year, the FAA received the
green light from the property owners
to access the land and begin the re-
mediation process. 

During a very sparsely attended
meeting at Old St. Joe’s on Monday
evening, FAA Regional Administra-
tor Kerry Long, Platt and Schleder
informed the three people in atten-
dance, namely Nome Mayor Richard
Beneville, property owner Paul
Haskell and Planning Commissioner
Ken Hughes, about their intentions
and purpose.

Possible contamination at the site
could include oil leaking from the
present fuel tanks, chlorinated sol-
vents, lead contamination and PCBs
associated with transformers. 

Platt said the plan is to conduct a
massive soil sampling effort this
summer, to determine how much
contamination there is and how in-
volved the removal of contamination
would be. The next step would be to
demolish the infrastructure on the
property. Platt said, “We don’t know
how wide, how deep and how bad it
is.” He said he doesn’t expect the

worst, but people driving by should
not be alarmed when they see work-
ers dressed in white Tyvek suits,
donning respirators as they sample
the soil. 

Platt said that the project is fully
funded, but couldn’t put a price tag
on the effort, since the sampling has
not been done yet to determine the
amount of cleanup to be conducted.

However, he said that the downed
towers resting in tundra ponds will
bring the price of the endeavor up
because it will be hard to get the tow-
ers first out of the water and then
across the waterlogged tundra to be
hauled off to special hazmat dump
sites in the lower 48.  

Beneville and Hughes both em-
phasized that they were glad to see
the FAA address the contamination
issue and step up to clean up the site.

“We’re glad to seem them cleaned
up,” said Hughes. “There is a lot of
contamination left here and in the
villages. There are now health issues
consistent with contamination. This
is not far from the center of our at-
tention.” 

continued from page 1

and ADF&G employees in Western
Alaska. “I knew a lot of Fish and
Game employees, and I liked work-
ing with them,” Dau said.

When the position of Assistant
Area Biologist for Game Manage-
ment Unit 23 in Kotzebue opened up
in 1988, Dau took the job. He soon
became Acting Area Biologist, and
in 2007 he became the lead caribou
biologist for Region V, a vast area
that stretches from Bethel to Barrow.
He liked this position because he had
more time to devote to the caribou. 

In his retirement, Dau plans to

spend more time with his family. He
also wants to travel with his wife,
something they have never had the
opportunity to do because of his job.
An outdoorsman to the core, Dau is
also looking forward to spending
more time out in the country. Dau
has also found an interest in photog-
raphy, or “hunting with a camera,” as
he put it. 

Dau has not left ADF&G entirely;
the department has already been
hired back to fly surveys in a non-
permanent pilot position.

continued from page 3

• Biologist

Subsistence board limits
caribou hunting in Unit 23 

continued on page 6 



By Maisie Thomas
Dr. Ted Schettler, Science Direc-

tor of the Science and Environmental
Health Network , presented a lecture
in Nome on Thursday, April 28.
Schettler’s invitation to Nome was
part of the Alaska Community Ac-
tion on Toxics’s annual Breast Can-
cer Prevention Lecture series. Vi
Waghiyi, Environmental Health and
Justice Program Director with
ACAT, is originally from Savoonga.
During the Cold War, the U.S. Air
Force built two stations on St.
Lawrence Island. Several years later,
residents of Gambell and Savoonga
began to experience health problems,
including cancer, neurological issues
and miscarriages. They were all
traced back to exposure to polychlo-
rinated biphenyl (PCB) that leaked
from the military sites. “Because of
our reliance on subsistence foods, we
are one of the most highly contami-
nated populations on the planet,”
Waghiyi said.

Tests done on residents of
Savoonga reveal that their bodies
contain seven times the level of
PCBs found in the general popula-
tion. PCBs interfere with the thyroid
hormone, which affects neurological
development. Waghiyi said that, in
2014, seven people in her immediate
family had cancer. “That’s why I do
this, you know, it’s very personal,”
she said. “Civil society needs to
question why, why this and why that,
because nobody’s informing us.”

ACAT was established in the late
1990s in response to demands by St.
Lawrence Island residents that the
military be held accountable for their
health problems. “We need to edu-
cate our tribal leaders, healthcare
providers, administrators, teach-
ers…there needs to be systemic
change,” said Waghiyi.

The question Schettler explored
was why cancer, especially breast
cancer, is so prevalent in Alaska Na-
tive women. A common misconcep-
tion, he said, is that genetics
determine whether a woman will get
cancer or not. The correlation be-
tween smoking and lung cancer is
well known, but there is no single
cause for breast cancer. There are a
few known factors that put women at
risk for developing breast cancer.  In
addition to family history some other
known causes include a delayed first
pregnancy or no pregnancy, and
dense breast tissue. 

But these known risks still don’t
account for all cases, nor do they ex-
plain why the rate of breast cancer
has increased. “Commonly we are
left with a big question mark. Why
has it increased from a one in 25
chance to a one in eight chance that a
woman will get breast cancer?

(There are) a lot of whys,” Schettler
said. 

Schettler studies how the environ-
ment surrounding a woman affects
her genes, and therefore her risk of
developing breast cancer. “What are
some of the other things in our lives
and in our communities and in our
society that might help to explain
why breast cancer continues to go
up, and why we see as much of it as
we do?” Schettler wondered.

Diseases, including cancer, can be
linked to what happens outside of the
body, and what goes into the body,
through a phenomenon called epige-
netics. Every cell contains the same
DNA sequence, but some cells form
skin, others form heart tissue and so
on. Epigenetics is the way cells read
the DNA code, or gene. Outside fac-
tors cause our genes to “turn on,” or
read certain codes. “It shows us the
interaction between genes and our
environment,” said Schettler. Factors
such as diet and exercise can change
gene sequences. In his lecture, Schet-
tler spoke about diet, exercise, chem-
icals and vitamin D. 

Schettler focused on dietary pat-
tern rather than macronutrients, be-
cause in reality people don’t eat a
meal of only fat, or only protein. It is
safe to believe, Schettler said, that
trans fat, saturated fat and some ani-
mal fats can increase the risk of de-
veloping breast cancer. A high ratio
of Omega 6, found in corn, to Omega
3, found in salmon, can also raise the
risk level. Another problem we face
today is that the majority of store-
bought meat comes from animals
raised on corn, which in turn enters
our system. 

Schettler stressed that he had not
found any research regarding the re-
lationship between a traditional
Alaska Native diet and breast cancer,
but said that wild game may be bet-
ter than store-bought. The animals
eat natural foods growing in the tun-
dra, not corn or soy. 

Fruits and vegetables lower the
risk of developing breast cancer, as
does whole soy. In general, Schettler
said, a Mediterranean diet, full of
fresh fruits, vegetables and healthy
fats, is best. Processed foods lack the
good chemicals whole foods can
contain, and sometimes actually con-
tain harmful chemicals such as
preservatives. Schettler added that
this diet also helps prevent prostate,
colon and pancreatic cancer. 

Canned foods can be detrimental
because the resin used to line the
container contains bisphenol A,
which can leach into the food.
Bisphenol A is an endocrine disrup-
tor. This type of chemical interferes
with the hormone system and is an
area of emerging interest, according

to Schettler. In studies in which preg-
nant animals were exposed to
bisphenol A, female babies were
born with mammary glands that de-
veloped in a way that made them
more susceptible to breast cancer.

Women who work in factories are
often exposed to cancer causing
chemicals. “To be exposed to chem-
ical contaminants without our con-
sent, that’s just so wrong,” Waghiyi
said. She added that there are over
80,000 chemicals on the market, but
only a fraction of those are tested for
their safety. The chemicals are not
only harmful to the women who are
directly exposed to them, but also to
their unborn children. 

ACAT tested samples of tradi-
tional food for pesticides, PCBs and
heavy metals to better understand
how the contaminants were being ab-
sorbed. “It was very shocking that
the marine mammals, our main food,
are so loaded with global contami-
nants, “ Waghiyi said. Contaminants
from the lower-48 get transferred in
air and water currents and end up in
the Arctic and South Pole. “We’re a
sink, they have nowhere else to go,”
said Waghiyi. Ice melting due to cli-
mate change increases exposure, ex-
acerbating the problem. 

Waghiyi is also worried that it will
be hard to pass down traditional
knowledge, and an entire way of life
will be lost. “[T]he introduction of
the western diet and western culture,
and the military contamination and
being contaminated without our con-
sent with global contaminants are af-
fecting the health and well-being of
our children,” Waghiyi said.

“People who are living on St.
Lawrence Island and elsewhere in
this area are left with a very tough
choice because the traditional diet
traditionally has been healthy, but
now it’s contaminated in many
places,” Schettler said. 

Due to its remote location, 70 to
80 percent of homes on St. Lawrence
Island eat mostly traditional foods.
“We believe that traditional food and
breast milk are still best, however,
we have a right to know what is in
our lands and waters that are ending
up in our bodies and affecting our
well being,” said Waghiyi.

The loss of a culture, and histori-
cal trauma, can also affect the health
of Alaska Natives. Alaska has high
rates of domestic violence, child
abuse and alcoholism. Experts have
linked this, among other factors, to
the loss of traditional culture. 

Trauma can affect how cells read
genes, and therefore victims of abuse
have a higher likelihood of develop-
ing diseases such as diabetes.
“There’s no question that (adverse
childhood experiences) are linked to

all kinds of bad health outcomes,”
Schettler said, cancer included. High
levels of stress, even during child-
hood, can raise the risk of cancer.
After a breast cancer diagnosis, stress
impedes recovery. When the body is
stressed, it releases a hormone called
cortisol, which is linked to cancer re-
lated deaths.

Breast cancer is receptive to hor-
mones, chemicals that travel through
the blood into organs and tissues.
Hormones affect several different
functions, including the metabolism
of food and growth and develop-
ment. Once women begin to men-
struate, they produce estrogen from
their ovaries. The more estrogen a
woman produces, and therefore is
exposed to, the higher the risk of
breast cancer. The more periods a
woman has throughout her life, the
more at risk she is. 

Oral contraceptives prevent ovu-
lation, and pregnancy, because they
contain a combination of estrogen
and progestin. These hormones stop
the woman’s egg from fully develop-
ing each month. While it would seem
that taking estrogen, which is linked
to cancer, would be a bad idea, it is
not as harmful as one would expect.
Schettler said women who take birth
control pills only have a higher risk

of cancer while they are actually tak-
ing the contraceptives.

Exercise reduces the estrogen hor-
mone, and can cause epigenetic
changes. Exercise is also important
for weight maintenance, and obesity
is another risk factor for cancer. “It’s
pretty clear that more exercise helps
to prevent breast cancer.”

Schettler recognizes that it can be
hard to exercise during Alaska’s
long, cold and dark winters. To get in
the recommended 30 to 60 minutes
of moderate activity a day, he rec-
ommends home workouts, such as
running in place, calisthenics or
weight lifting. 

Low levels of vitamin D are
linked to cancer. Vitamin D is most
commonly absorbed through sun-
light. Alaska’s long winters leave
residents with more than pale skin—
many also have vitamin D deficien-
cies. A way to remedy this would be
to take vitamin D supplement pills.

Dr. Schettler, who lives in Cali-
fornia, also delivered lectures in An-
chorage and Fairbanks. The
presentations are funded by the
Alaska Run for Women. Dr. Schet-
tler’s lecture was named after his
book, “The Ecology of Breast Can-
cer: The Promise of Prevention and
the Hope for Healing.”
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ACAT brings breast cancer prevention speaker to Nome

Photo by Maisie Thomas
CANCER PREVENTION¬– The Alaska Community Action on Toxics
and the Alaska Run for Women brought Dr. Ted Schettler to Nome to
speak about breast cancer prevention last Thursday. Dr. Schettler, Sci-
ence Director of the Science and Environmental Health Network, is pic-
tured with Vi Waghiyi, who serves as Environmental Health and Justice
Program Director for ACAT.

• WAH 

for a larger percentage of the herd. 
In their decision, the board cited

the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act Section 815. The
purpose of ANILCA is to protect
rural Alaskans’ traditional activities
and resources. “A closure to all but

federally qualified subsistence users
is consistent with providing a subsis-
tence priority for the use of the re-
source; to assure that a rural
preference is provided,” the release
reads. 

The closure will be in effect until
June 30, 2017.

continued from page 5



By Kristine McRae
At last week’s work session of the

Board of Education, Nome’s Hattie
Keller shared highlights from a recent
discussion on decolonization in edu-
cation. As part of an effort led by the
Inuit Circumpolar Conference, ICC
for short, participants from around the
region took part in a two-day work-
shop that focused on the impacts of
colonization and the future of educa-
tion for Inuit students. 

The Inuit Circumpolar Council is
an international non-government or-
ganization that represents Inuit in
Alaska, Canada, Greenland and Rus-
sia. ICC-Alaska, based in Anchorage,
helps to connect Alaska’s indigenous
peoples with other northern Inuit.
Keller’s message to the school board
was that Nome needs more cultural
and language integration in the class-
room. “We discussed Inuit education,
and specifically how to incorporate
more Inuit and Yup’ik culture in the
education framework,” Keller said.
“Our students shouldn’t have to feel
that they’re having to leave their cul-
ture at the door to learn western edu-
cation.” Keller offered ideas for ways
in which Nome Public Schools could
implement some of the ideas dis-
cussed in the workshop, several of
which have been incorporated already. 

Over the last few years, Nome has
invited new teachers to a late-summer
culture camp as a way of sharing with
them the local culture. Also, the inte-
gration of culture in the classroom is
now part of teacher evaluations, and
the high school has recently started a
Culture Club. But district staff and
board members agree there is more
work to do. 

Nome Public Schools Superintend-
ent Shawn Arnold recognizes the need
for local teachers and has joined the
efforts of the Growing our Own
Teachers Program as a way to encour-
age Alaska Native students to earn de-
grees and return to their home
communities as teachers and adminis-
trators. During her comments, Keller

also lamented not growing up with a
solid understanding of her people’s
history. “We don’t know our history
here; I had to go to college to learn our
history and to learn about our people,”
she said. Board president Barb
Amarok, who also attended the dis-
cussions, spoke to colonization as it
happens in education. “Textbooks are
supposed to represent the family’s life,
but those [stories] have been omitted,”
Amarok said, “And the message is
that the child’s family and identity
isn’t important. It’s great to see that
new texts are much more authentic
and representative.” As part of her
presentation to the school board,
Keller also asked the board to consider
their policies surrounding Inuit cul-
tural values for Nome’s schools, in-
cluding the need for students to
understand how a lack of knowing
one’s history contributes to the histor-
ical and generational trauma brought
about by colonization. “This is a Na-
tive region and it will always be a Na-
tive region and we can’t forget that,”
Keller said. “Western education and
Inuit education should be equal.” 

It happens that administrators and
teachers at the Junior/Senior high are
reviewing new Social Studies instruc-
tional programs that will bring them
into compliance with the Alaska state
standards. “We’ve identified some
standards at the national level and are
looking at what other districts in the
state are using, knowing that we
would take what we found and make it
relevant to our region and our cul-
tures,” said Nome-Beltz Principal Jon
Berkeley.

Social Studies teacher Kent
Runion is also reviewing new materi-
als, and he has seen some engaging,
up-to-date programs. “They’re not
perfect, but they’re a good framework
to build from,” Runion said. When
asked by board member Nancy
Mendenhall how the Alaska history
piece relates to the texts, both Berke-
ley and Runion agreed that they need
to collect and adapt materials to cre-

ate the course. “One of the things is to
develop a course description and out-
line for what that course would look
like,” Berkeley said. “We’ll look at
some of the previous resources, say
like ANSCA (Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act] and Alaskool [a
statewide resource for educators]. We
have to build it, and the resources are
out there.” Mendenhall, who has re-
viewed some of the prospective texts,
added that she could see improve-
ments in the new texts, in terms of Na-
tive American history, but that “it will
take a lot of work to take that text
book and make it relevant to Natives
in Alaska.”

Also at last week’s work session,
the board heard about a new program
called Social-Emotional Learning
(SEL). Nome-Beltz School Counselor
Kaley Slingsby shared plans for the
implementation of a grant-funded pro-
gram that will provide junior high stu-
dents with the skills to identify their
emotions, recognize their strengths
and communicate effectively with oth-
ers. The program is in collaboration
with the Alaska Association of School
Boards and aims to combine elements
of community engagement and cul-
tural relevancy in the schools.
Slingsby described the components of
the program, which include develop-
ing a leadership team, working with
community entities, holding commu-
nity conversations, and understanding
what is important to families. “SEL is
something we learn throughout our
lives; we’re working on these [skills]
constantly,” Slingsby said. “It’s an im-
portant thing to teach our students.” 

Kawerak’s Head Start director Deb
Trowbridge spoke to the board with
concerns about losing the certified
teaching positions in Head Start’s pre-
kindergarten classrooms. Since 2012,
the district has been able to fund two
certified positions at Head Start and
one at the Nome Preschool through
specific Pre-K grant monies Initially,
Governor Bill Walker had included
the money in his budget but the legis-

lature removed it, and so far they have
not reinstated the funding. Although
funding is often in limbo until the end
of the legislative session, the outlook
for the reinstatement of those funds
seems grim. Trowbridge said she’s
anxious about not being able to pro-
vide the certified teacher staffing.
“Research says that when we spend
money on the little ones we’re saving
money in the future. We still want to
look for opportunities for funding
through NPS if that’s possible,” Trow-
bridge told the board. School Board
President Barb Amarok agreed that the
positions are important to preschool-
ers’ success and said that she has been
exploring ways for the district to get
funding. Trowbridge also mentioned

that the Bering Strait School District
has made the placement of certified
teachers in their Head Start class-
rooms a priority and are able to pro-
vide them, to which Superintendent
Arnold responded that the comparison
with BSSD is difficult because they
have a completely different funding
stream and are able to utilize money
that a municipality district like Nome
is not able to do. Arnold also indicated
that when it comes time for the city to
assign a portion of their state funding
to the district, they may prioritize the
teaching positions and increase their
contribution to fill that need. “Our
main institution is children,” Arnold
said, “and we want to do everything
we can.” 
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When: Friday, May 6th from 6 PM – 8 PM
Where: Mini Conven�on Center

Come help us celebrate Na�onal EMS Apprecia�on Week
with a free cookout and live music to honor the dedicated 

volunteers from our Ambulance Department!

Nome Volunteer Ambulance Department 
Appreciation Night

Proudly brought to you by:
Sitnasuak Na�ve Corpora�on; Bering Straits Na�ve Corpora�on; Norton Sound Health Corpora�on; 
Kawerak, Inc.; Norton Sound Economic Development Corpora�on; Nome Chamber of Commerce; 
Alaska Airlines; City of Nome

NORTHWEST CAMPUS
 is pleased to announce its 

FORTIETH ANNUAL 
COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

You are cordially invited to join  
Northwest Campus faculty and staff 

to celebrate the academic and personal achievements 
of graduates from the University of Alaska 

and the Kawerak GED Program

PLEASE JOIN US!
Old St. Joseph’s Hall ~ Anvil City Square

Thursday, May 5, 2016 ~ 7:00 p.m.

USDA Choice Beef              Dakota Buffalo
Bush Orders • Custom Cuts

Meat Packs • Pork and Chicken

907-349-3556 • www.mrprimebeef.com
Retail: 907-344-4066 • Wholesale: 907-349-3556 • Toll Free 800-478-3556
7521 Old Seward Highway, Ste.E • Anchorage, AK 99518 • Fax 907-522-2529

Close Up attracts Nome students to Washington, DC
By Keith Conger

On April 23, in a hotel just outside
Washington DC, Nephi Tidwell, a
young congressman from Alaska was
trying hard to get his 14 congres-
sional teammates from around the
country to end the debate that had
gone on for nearly an hour. With the
floor speaker announcing a one-
minute call, Tidwell calmly urged the
assembly to bring their bill to a clos-
ing show of hands.

Nephi Tidwell was not really a
congressman, but rather an eighth
grader from Nome taking part in a
mock congressional exercise. He and
12 other Nome junior high students
joined kids from many locations
around the United States in the na-
tion’s capital from April 23-28 as
part of a long-standing program
called Close Up. 

“The program informs us of our
roots as people, as citizens of Amer-
ica,” said Tidwell. “But, our groups
were more than just learning about
government, we were taking part in
it.”

Nome-Beltz junior high teacher
Jill Peters organized the trip for the
local students. She had help from fel-
low teacher Rachel Ventress, who
brought groups to attend Close Up
each of the last two years. 

Close Up first started directing
junior high and high school students
toward developing practical under-

standings of citizenship and the basic
concepts and processes of demo-
cratic government in 1971. The pro-
gram boasts over 800,000 alumni.

“This is such a good program on
many levels,” said Peters. “The first,
and most obvious level is that we are
going to take kids to visit the sights
of Washington DC. What this pro-
gram really does is that it adds these
other layers, one being we have these
guides that live here, and have expe-
rience here, who deeply know the in-
teresting history of the place and
guide us through exercises in democ-
racy.”

The Nome kids were members of
a larger group of 90 students that
worked together throughout the
week. Participants in this cohort
came from Alaska, California, Col-
orado, Michigan and New Mexico.
Tidwell said the experience put him-
self, and his fellow Nomeites, out of
their comfort zones. It was the first
time out of state for three of the stu-
dents.

“I think they did a very really
good job of mixing up the groups,
trying to make sure we are meeting
somebody new each time,” said
Nome participant Kenneth Hafner.

The Close Up program has a de-
sign that utilizes several elements.
Included are Action-Oriented Learn-
ing, such as the mock congress, on-
site study, which comes in the form

of direct experiences at significant
historical locations, and the use of
primary sources, such as the Consti-
tution and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. 

“They embraced the Close Up
structure, and they were enjoying
learning,” said Peters. “They gained
confidence in areas that they proba-
bly never knew they had. And this
type of experience helped them learn
things that they couldn’t get in any
other way.”

Nome chaperone and parent Greg
Smith recognized the program’s ele-
mental use of immersion. “As I see
it from my perspective, Close Up is a
program that is modeled on the best
practices of building positive peer
culture, where students are immersed
in an educational experience, where
they interact in a structured manner
with other students from all over the
country. Not only did they get to
meet these kids, but they learned
how to interact with them and work
with them in a diplomatic way,” said
Smith. “They were learning how to
debate real, current, controversial is-
sues, as we actually do here in the
United States.”

Smith also recognized the pro-
gram’s element of diversity of par-
ticipants. “This extremely effective
model of instruction creates an equal
playing field,” said Smith. “It doesn’t
exclude people that have more chal-

lenges than others, it doesn’t exclude
people from different socio-eco-
nomic classes.”

The student’s onsite studies in
Washington included visits to the
presidential and war memorials, as
well as trips to the White House, the
Capital, Arlington National Ceme-
tery, several Smithsonian Museums
and the National Archives. Close Up
groups also have the option of visit-
ing places outside of DC, such as
Philadelphia, Gettysburg or New
York City. The Nome students spent
a day in Colonial Williamsburg.

Close Up’s success rests in the
hands of its talented program leaders
who facilitated the mock student
congress. Throughout the program’s
duration, they helped engage stu-
dents with in-depth, small-group stu-
dent interactions about the
responsibilities of being a United
States citizen.

“Your work does not end here, in
fact it only just starts here,” said pro-
gram leader Miranda Slifka as the
students concluded their week of dis-
covery. “This is sort of the beginning
of what you should be bringing home
with you, and what you should ex-
pect to continue doing throughout the
rest of your life in order to become
more engaged and active citizens. It
requires you to do research, it re-
quires you to use your voice, and to
raise it up so that other people hear

you.”
“Before it didn’t seem real,” said

eighth grader Autumn Osborne as
she compared her involvement in
Close Up to learning about govern-
ment through books and video. “But
now we got to experience it more. I
saw a protest poster about hunger, it
really makes you feel something. It’s
really powerful. I definitely feel
more involved, and know more about
politics. Before I didn’t really pay at-
tention, but now I feel I could con-
nect more. I definitely learned how
to stand up for myself.”

Fellow student Kylie Evans
agreed, “I learned a bunch of skills
that I can use later on, like commu-
nicating, taking a stand, and how to
use my voice.”

Peters acknowledged that all the
hard fundraising was worth the ef-
fort. “Any exhaustion from work is
erased when you get to watch these
kids experience something like the
Holocaust Museum for the first time,
when you get to watch them look on
the reflecting pool and stare up at the
Washington Monument, and when
you get to see them get excited and
get on the Metro, and just experience
all these things they’ve never expe-
rienced before.”

see more photos on page 8

Message to School Board is “Culture in the Classroom”
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Mother’s Day May 8th.

Order your Mother’s Day Flower Basket today!

Floral Shop

Open Sunday May 8th 

on Mother’s Day!

Flower Bouquets 

for Graduation available.

(907) 443-6800

122 West 1st Avenue (left-hand side of Nome Outfitters)
Monday - Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday 12 noon - 4 p.m. • Closed Sunday 

Photos by Keith Conger
MONUMENTAL— A group of eighth-grade students from Nome stand
in front of the Washington Monument in Washington, DC on April 24.
The group attended a Close Up program from April 23 - April 28. Pic-
tured in the front row, from left to right are Kylie Evans, Autumn Os-
borne, Mallory Conger and Kenneth Hafner. Pictured in the top row are
Kelly Lyon, chaperone Jill Peters, Katelyn Tocktoo, Naomi Minix, Naja
Brandt, Ashleigh Minix, Shayna Warnke-Green, Steven Oquilluk, Nephi
Tidwell, Christian Ahwinona-Smith and chaperone Greg Smith. 

THE POWER OF THE PRESS— Nome eighth graders Christian Ah-
winona-Smith, left, Steven Oquilluk, and Katelyn Tocktoo display a
replica newspaper produced at the printing press shop at the Colonial
Williamsburg historical site on April 27.  

CONGRESSMAN FROM ALASKA— Nome eighth-grader Nephi Tidwell leads his Close Up group in a mock
congressional session on April 26. 

ULTIMATE SACRIFICES— Nome eighth-grade students Ashleigh Minix, far left, and Shayna Warnke-Green,
second from left, take part in a Close-Up workshop at Arlington National Cemetery on April 26.

FOUNDING FATHER— Nome eighth-grade students Katelyn Tocktoo, left, and Kelly Lyon stand on the steps
of the Jefferson Memorial on April 25. The pair was attending the Close-Up program in Washington, DC. 

COLONIAL PUNISHMENT—
Nome eighth grader Naomi Minix
demonstrates standing in the pil-
lars as people might have done in
colonial Williamsburg.
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LET’S BREATHE EASIER

Division of Air Quality
http://www.dec.alaska.gov/air/anpms

You can help keep dust pollution to a minumum:

WHEN HAULING DIRT,

COVER YOUR LOAD

DRIVE SLOWLY WHEN

YOUR’RE ON AN 

UNPAVED ROAD

DO YOUR PART TO AVOID 

DUST AND CLEAR THE AIR

Studies show that exposure

to dust pollution can cause:

• TIGHTNESS IN CHEST

• WHEEZING

• SHORTNESS OF BREATH

• DAMAGE TO LUNG TISSUE

• AGGRAVATION OF  

  EXISTING LUNG AND  

  HEART CONDITIONS

Champions

Lady Lynx
take first
at hockey
tourney

Photo by Dora Hughes
MOVING THE PUCK— Mitch Erickson heads the puck up ice with
Robert Hafner (left) in support during the semifinal game Sunday morn-
ing against the Fairbanks Old Timers. The Nome team, nicknamed the
Gussuks, took third place at the Labatts Classic their highest place ever.

Two teams from the Nome
Hockey League took Anchorage by
storm last weekend when they at-
tended the annual USA Hockey La-
batts Classic Hockey Tournament at
the Subway Sports Centre. The
women entered, and won, the begin-
ners division under the name Lady
Lynx. The men entered under the
novice division as the Gussuks. They
took third place. 

The Lady Lynx started the tour-
nament with a narrow 2-1 victory
over the Red Statches on Ice on Fri-
day. They followed that with a re-
sounding 6-1 win over the Running
Late Divas on Saturday. The only
blemish to the Lady Lynx record
came in an close 4-3 loss to Play it
Again Sports. 

Despite the defeat, the Lady Lynx
2-1 record helped them gain a spot
in the divisional championship
match, where they found Play it
Again Sports waiting for them. Dur-
ing the final match, however, the
Lady Lynx were able to turn the ta-
bles, beating Play it Again by the
score of 3-2.  

The women’s victory secured first
place in the division and avenged a
championship lost from 2015.

The men kicked off their tourna-
ment with an 11-2 trouncing of
Healy Coal Queens on Friday. They
beat Crowley Red Stack 8-3 on Sat-
urday morning, and blanked GCI 3-
0 on Saturday evening. 

According to Ken Hughes, the
Gussuks forced overtime in their
final match with at 2-2 tie against the
Fairbanks Old Timers. They ended
up losing in sudden death overtime
when an opponent’s pass from be-
hind the net ended up with the puck
deflecting off one of the Gussuk’s
skates for a the winning goal.

Photo by Dora Hughes
CHAMPS— The Lady Lynx represented the Nome Hockey League, NHL, in the annual USA Hockey Labatts
Classic Hockey Tournament at the Subway Sports Centre i Anchorage last weekend. The team avenged a 2015
champion game loss, with a 3-2 victory in the 2016 finals. Back row left to right; Naomi Brunetter, Misty Lec-
cese, Jacqueline Hrabok Leppajarvi, Michelle Hoyt, Richelle Horner, Martina Painter, Katy Bourdon
Front Row left to right; Danielle Slingsby, Lisa Leeper, Ceci Sanchez, Kelly Bogart, Ashley Westover.

USA Hockey Labatts 
Classic Hockey 

Tournament Results

Lady Lynx
Game 1 v Red Snatches, W 2-1
Game 2 v Running Late Divas, 

W 6-1
Game 3 v PIAS, L 4-3
Game 4 v PIAS, W 3-2

Gussuks
Game 1 v Healy, W 11-2
Game 2 v Crowley, W 8-3
Game 3 v GCI, W 3-0
Game 4 v Fairbanks Old Timers, 

L 3-2
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Obituaries

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

February 19– 
March 20

January 20– 
February 18

December 22– 
January 19

May 21–   
June 21

20–  
May 20

August 23– 
September 22

July 23– 
August 22

November 22– 
December 21

October 23– 
November 21

March 21– 
April 19

June 22–    
July 22

September 23– 
October 22

Gloating does not 
become you, Pisces. 
Smile and be humble. 
You will make more 
of an impact that way. 
A change in routine 
eases tensions at work.

Accidents happen, 
Aries. Be forgiving. A 
design decision must 
be made very soon. 
Look to a magazine 
for advice. Gifts are 
appreciated.

Watch it, Taurus. A 
friend’s story is full 
of holes. You could 
question them, but if it 
doesn’t pertain to you, 
why bother. They will 
get caught.

Oh, no, Gemini. The 
drama queen in your 
life is back at it. Pay 
them no heed. You 
have more pressing 
matters to attend to. A 
colleague is rewarded.

It’s your turn, Cancer. 
Step up to the plate. 
A promise is kept, 
and a favor is repaid. 
Plans to get away 
come together over the 
weekend.

Honestly, Leo, do you 
really think things 
will be different? 
Look within for the 
answer, and you’ll 
know what to do next. 
A joke grabs people’s 
attention.

Investments begin 
to pay off, and your 
savings account looks 
better than it has in 
some time. You know 
whom to thank, Virgo, 
and you know how.

No challenge is too 
tough this week, 
Libra. You’ve got the 
knack to make things 
happen. A closer look 
at a report reveals a 
discrepancy. Deal with 
it.

A client is on the 
move, and it would 
serve you well to 
keep track of them, 
Scorpio. A mission in 
organization turns out 
better than expected.

You’ve got your feet 
firmly planted on the 
ground. A loved one, 
on the other hand, 
has their head in the 
clouds. Time to snap 
them back to reality, 
Sagittarius.

Feeling like you are 
going to lose your 
mind, Capricorn? 
You are not alone, but 
this week, the pace 
will slow down and 
normalcy will resume.

The verdict is in. 
Accept it, Aquarius. 
This is not the time for 
a fight. Chores pile up 
at home. Divide and 
conquer. A mistake is 
all but forgotten.
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“Uvayu” Barton Thomas 
Johnson

April 23, 1991 – April 25, 2016
Gambell resident, “Uvayu” Bar-

ton Thomas Johnson, age 25, passed
away unexpectedly April 25, 2016 at
his home in Gambell, Alaska.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, April 30, 2016 at the Gambell
School. Graveside service followed
and he was laid to rest at the Gam-
bell Cemetery.

Uvayu Barton Thomas Johnson
was born April 23, 1991 to Delia
“Anasuk” Oozevaseuk and Albert
“Jack” Johnson in Nome, Alaska .
He was born on the same day as his
Great Grandmother Frances “Aukie”
Johnson. She was so proud to have
the best birthday gift ever.

As a child Uvayu was such a
happy, helpful boy, always happy to
see his relatives and friends from
here, Savoonga, Nome and other
places.   He loved to take care of
“Apa” Estelle when he visits Gam-
bell.  He loved all his relatives and
friends and offered his help to all he
sees that are in need of help, espe-
cially hungry children. 

Uvayu enjoyed his subsistence
way of life, fishing, hunting on the
land and sea, providing for his fam-
ily, elders and friends. On one of his
most memorable bird hunting trips
by bike, he found gold flakes in the
gizzard of a crane and gave it to his
parents. He also enjoyed providing
technical support for cell phones and
computers to family and friends.
Uvayu was becoming a good ivory
carver of seals, bears and etching on
baleen. He was very generous, com-
passionate and giving to others,
thinking more of others than himself.

During his last days here in Gam-
bell, he was changed.  He was full of
joy and very loving.  His face even
seemed glowing with happiness and
didn’t show any sadness, just full of
happiness.   He really showed his
compassionate self to his cousins and
friends that he knew and those he just
met.  He respected his aunts, uncles
and other relatives all the time, no
matter what the circumstance may
be. Uvayu will be greatly missed.

Uvayu is survived by his father
Albert “Jack” Johnson; his mother
Delia Anasuk Oozevasuek; sisters
Dawn E. Oozevaseuk and Larrisha
R. Johnson; brothers Reubin
Tungiyan Duane “Melngu” Johnson
and Jordan L. Johnson and numerous
aunts, uncles and cousins too numer-
ous to mention.

He was preceded in death by his
maternal grandparents Glen “Ngi-
iggutaq” Oozevaseuk and his wife
Estelle “Pennapak” Oozevaseuk; pa-
ternal grandparents Allan L. Johnson,
Sr. and Teresa A. Waters; uncle Bert
Oozevaseuk; aunts Evangeline
Tungiyan, Constance “Connie” Wil-
son, Francine Oozevaseuk and Patri-
cia Bowling. 

The family and extended families
are very humbled and thankful to all
who prayed, comforted and visited
his family in Gambell and many car-
ing, compassionate people in Nome.
God will bless you all greatly in his
own time.  The following people of
Gambell who generously donated
Bering Air gold points for airfare,
Mary Ungott, Prudence Campbell,
Merilys Walunga, Erica Apatiki,
Megan Apassingok, Jodene Oozeva,
Sharla Aningayou and his cousins
Howard, Kurtis, Health Aids, VPSO
Deborah Apatiki, VPOs Robert Ap-
atiki, McCormick Tungiyan, Robert
Soongarook, NEST, Kawerak, Inc.,
Norton Sound Health Corp, Behav-
ioral Health Services, and Edna Ap-
atiki, Bering Air, and all others we
forgot to mention.   We thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.

The Family of Uvayu would like
to express thanks to NSEDC, BSNC,
Kawerak, Inc., NSHC, ANB, Sitna-
suak, aunts, Sharon Miller in Ore-
gon, Veronica Johnson and Carolyn
Schubert of Anchorage, Boogles
Johnson, uncle Richard Miller and
his wife, Angela Miller, Aunt Eileen
Norbert, cousins, Gina Appalloni,
Mellisa Heflin, Michelle Kublack,
Uncle Branson and his wife, Edythe
Tungiyan. Tyler Rhodes, Dorcas
Bloom, Erika Apatiki, Wendy Whit-
teker, James and Rachel Ventress,
Sterling Gologergen, Briday Trainor,
the NEST of Nome, Marsha Tobuk,
Simon Kinneen, the Gambell School,
Ellen Baize, Shasta Apatiki, The City
of Gambell, Sivuqaq, Inc., The Na-

tive Village of Gambell, and the An-
chorage Funeral Home & Crematory.
We would like to apologize and
thanks to those we may have missed.
Thank you.

Arrangements were cared for by
the Anchorage Funeral Home. Please
visit Uvayu’s obituary and online
guestbook at www.AlaskanFu-
neral.com

Daniel J. “Denny” Amarok
“Alvacchaq”

March 4, 1953 – April 10, 2016
Daniel J. “Denny” Amarok, Al-

vacchaq was born on March 04, 1953
to Agnes Boone Amarok and Stanley
R. Amarok in White Mountain,
Alaska. Denny attended the Golovin
Day School. He graduated from
Mount Edgecumbe High School in
1972. 

After graduating from high
school, Denny joined the United
States Army. He served overseas, and
was stationed in Germany. He re-
ceived National Defense Service
Medal and Marksman M16. He was
honorably discharged in 1973.

Denny was a life-long resident of
Golovin. He enjoyed being out in the
country, and passed on doing what he
most enjoyed in life, out riding on

the snow machine. He loved his dogs
Junior and Tabasco; they were two of
many. For much of Denny’s adult life
he struggled with medical problems
and relied on family members to ad-
minister medication and bring him to
his appointments. He never married,
nor did he have any children. We
would like to thank our sister Deb-
bie, for bearing much of that burden

all these years. We would like to pub-
licly thank those others who stepped
in to help during those times, Gay Ja-
cobson, Gary Amarok, Christopher
Dexter and Brad Olson. Despite his
problems, he was always happy
thankful and maintained a positive
encouraging attitude. As “poor” as he

Johnson CPA LLC
Certified Public Accountants

Business and personal income tax preparation

and planning 

Computerized bookkeeping and payroll services 

Financial statements

•

•
•

122 West First Avenue • Nome, AK 99762

(907) 443-5565

For ALL your accounting needs!

Please call for an appointment.

Mark A. Johnson, CPA

Previous Puzzle Answers

Across
1. Resting places
5. Healthful retreats
9. Fink
13. ___ cheese
14. Casts
16. Maui dance
17. Viewed with approval or
pleasure
19. "Iliad" warrior
20. Two-seater
21. Back, in a way
22. Saws with the grain
23. Goes on and on
25. Fox relative
27. Thin wires with tiny tufts of yarn
31. "Much ___ About Nothing"
32. Course
33. Chest material
37. "___ we forget"
39. Hot spot
42. Baby
43. Song of joy
45. Achy
47. Absorbed, as a cost
48. Short tables accompanying
sofas
52. Disperse
55. 100 kurus
56. Farfetched
57. Sylvester, to Tweety
59. Big step
63. ___-bodied

64. Hardly ordinary
66. Bottom of the barrel
67. Slope of loose rock debris
68. ___ Scotia
69. Coastal raptors
70. Aims
71. Form of matter

Down
1. Doozy
2. Icelandic epic
3. Angry outburst
4. Small amount
5. Clutter; a total mess
6. Quote, part 3
7. "Mi chiamano Mimi," e.g.
8. Product motto
9. Keen or eager
10. Papal court
11. Beth's preceder
12. Boito's Mefistofele, e.g.
15. Dorm annoyance
18. Change, chemically
24. "Buona ___" (Italian greeting)
26. Parenthesis, essentially
27. Segmented organ near mouth
of invertebrates 
28. "I had no ___!"
29. Ask
30. Charm
34. Call
35. A chip, maybe
36. Bakery selections
38. Indiscreet, inconsiderate
40. "O Sanctissima," e.g.
41. Skilled performers
44. "___ a chance"
46. Our "mother"
49. Unborn embryo
50. Home of Paris
51. Large estate or manor
52. Flat
53. Wooden pole used in Scottish
games
54. ___ wrench
58. Conflicted
60. "American ___"
61. Hawk's opposite
62. Final, e.g.
65. Cabernet, e.g.

Summer Products

Nome Animal House
443-2490

M-F: 9am-6pm, Sat: 10am-2pm, 
Sun: closed

Dog life jackets      
Bird dog training dummies

Wild bird seed
bird feeders & bird houses
No-smell waterproof collars    

auto-water bowls
Pooper scoopers

continued on page 11
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Church Services
Directory

Bible Baptist Church
443-2144

Sunday School: 10 a.m./Worship: 11 a.m. 

Community Baptist Church-SBC
108 West 3rd Avenue • 443-5448 • Pastor Aaron Cooper

Sunday Small Group Bible Study: 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Community United Methodist Church
West 2nd Avenue & C Street • 443-2865

Pastor Charles Brower
Sunday: Worship 11:00 am

Monday: Thrift Shop 4:00 to 5:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday:  Thrift Shop 7:00 to 8:30 pm

Wednesday: Faith Followers 5:45 to 7:30 pm

Nome Covenant Church
101 Bering Street • 443-2565 • Pastor Harvey

Sunday: School 10 a.m./Worship 11 a.m.
Wednesday: Youth Group 6:30 p.m. (443-8063 for more info)

Friday: Community Soup Kitchen 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
5th Avenue & Bering • 443-5295

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Sunday: Worship 11 a.m.

Handicapped accessible ramp: North side

River of Life Assembly of God
405 W. Seppala • 443-5333 

Sunday Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Last Sunday of each month Worship: 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Worship: 7:00 p.m.
For more information contact Pastor Austin Jones

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Corner of Steadman & W. King Place • 443-5527

Weekend Masses: Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Friday Hospital Mass: 12:00 p.m. (Quyanna Care Center)

Patients going to ANMC and want to see a Catholic priest please call Fr.
Brunet, OMI: cell 907-441-2106

or Holy Family Cathedral (907) 276-3455

Seventh-Day Adventist 
Icy View • 443-5137 

Saturday Sabbath School: 10 a.m.
Saturday Morning Worship: 11 a.m. 

Nome Church of the Nazarene
3rd Avenue & Division Street • 443-4870

Pastor Dan Ward 
Sunday Prayer 9:30 a.m. • Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

2.11.2016

  
 © 

Cinco de Mayo Salsa  
 Recipe by Kendra Miller, MPH, RDN, LD with Miller Health Consulting, LLC 
Makes 2 Servings 
Preparation Time: 5 minutes 
Difficulty Level: Easy 
 
Ingredients: 
� red onion 
1 (14.5oz) can diced tomatoes 
� cup cilantro 
� tsp. crushed red pepper 
2 Tbsp. hatch green chilies (optional) 
 
Directions: 

1. Place onion in the food processor.  
Pulse for about 3 seconds or until 
the onion is well chopped.   

2. Drain diced tomatoes and discard 
juice.  Add tomatoes, cilantro, and 
crushed red pepper to the food 
processor and pulse for an 
additional 5 seconds or until 
ingredients are well mixed. 

3. For added heat, add hatch green 
chilies with seeds (hotter) or 
without seeds (less hot) to the food 
processor in step two.    

 
 
TIPS:  
 
*Use salsa to top meaty enchiladas or give any dish added zing. 
 
*Try topping a baked potato with salsa instead of sour cream for a low fat, high 
flavor option.   
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Saying it Sincerely

may have seemed, he was wealthy in
love, family and friends. 

Denny was preceded in death by
his parents Stanley and Agnes
Amarok; siblings Evelyn Lincoln
and Darrell Amarok, Sr., as well as
nephews Darrell Amarok, Jr., David
Paniptchuk and niece Denise Oliver
Okleasik. 

He is survived by his brother
Robert “Bobby” Amarok, sisters
Carol “Oxie”/Curt Oliver, Maria
“Isma” Dexter, Deborah/Toby
Anungazuk, AnneMarie/Brian
Narog, as well as many nieces and
nephews, cousins and friends. 

The family would like to thank
each and every one of you for help-
ing us in our time of need. Quyanna, 

Simon “Paninguk” Jack
February 4, 1945 – April 18,

2016
Simon “Paninguk” Jack was born

to his loving parents Louis “Azeuk-
luk” Jack and Daisy “Muktoyuk”
(Noyakuk) Jack on February 4, 1945
in Sheldon, Alaska. He joined Mom
and Dad in Heaven April 18, 2016. 

Simon grew up living the tradi-
tional Inupiaq style as one of three
brothers and three sisters.  He at-
tended Nome Public Schools.

Simon grew up in Nome, Alaska
where he spent many years as a pas-
sionate hunter, fisherman and rein-
deer herder through the Reindeer
Herders Association. He lived his life
in the loving and supporting com-
munity of Teller, to which held a
very special place in his heart. He
hunted, gathered, and lived the sub-

sistence life, which truly defined
him. Simon was dedicated to his
family and friends, he will be a great
treasure missed.

Simon was always ready for an
adventure, driver or not. Growing up
he was the boat driver/provider,
whether it be hunting, gathering,
fishing. Helping out his Uncle Jones
“Tocktoo” Noyakuk and Martha
Noyakuk in Teller along with his
mom and dad in Nome. No matter
the destination he would take every-
one there in Louis and Daisy’s boat
then eventually his for seasonal hunt-
ing and gathering. After high school
he pursued being a baker, taught
Terri how to make the best pie crust,
but essentially the outdoors life
called his name. Hence becoming a
reindeer herder.

Strom Dickson and Johnnie “Suu-
nanuliq” “Hunka” Noyakuk, his
closest and first cousin ,was always
by his side throughout his adult life.
Adventuring, hunting, fishing, living
Native rural life together. One of his
adventures, a story he would share
with Johnnie and family was about
when he was stranded out in the
great outdoors after his sno-go broke
down. Simon started walking to-
wards home in Teller through several
feet of snow. As he was trudging
along and feeling defeated the sky
abruptly opened up and he saw the
most beautiful Northern Lights he
had ever seen. That to him was so
very special. Simon spent his later
years enjoying visiting his family out
of state, meeting new people, doing
new things and getting his sun. He
was quite the sunbather.

His fighting spirit and strong style
will be greatly cherished and missed.
He never let his lifelong injury keep

him down. His latest strength chal-
lenges during his last vacation he
hiked the Redwood forest in Califor-
nia with his nieces Destini, Roben
and Carolyn with their family and
children, a treasured time and mem-
ory.

Simon is survived by his brother,
Henry “Kacasua” Jack; his sisters,
Terri “Auka” (Jack) Randall and
Sarah “Boota” Jack. His tough spirit
and loving heart will live on through
many loving cousins, nieces,
nephews and friends.

Simon is preceded in death by his
parents Louis and Daisy Jack, his
younger brother Jimmy “Eyuk” Jack
as well as his sister Lucy “Illuisana”
(Jack) Okie.

Friends and family are invited to
attend a Celebration of Life at Our
Savior's Lutheran Church in Nome,
Alaska on Saturday, May 7 at 2:00
pm with a potluck to follow. The
family is grateful for the condo-
lences, love and memories shared.

• Obituaries
continued from page 10

Saying it Sincerely
By Dan Ward

Nome Church of the Nazarene
A member of the Nome Ministerial Association

It’s important, for us as Christians, to go to church. We’re de-
signed by God to be in community, to help each other and to be
helped as we grow in Christ-like-ness. Jesus said that the way
that people would know that we belong to Him was our love for
each other. If we love each other we want to be together.

Belonging to a Christian community isn’t about punching our
timecard every week and relieving our Christian guilt. In fact,
the obligation of attending church is just an empty mirage of
Christianity. To those who see us going to church it looks like
we’re doing something but, in and of itself, it’s nothing … it’s
just an illusion. By itself, attending church weekly is not a way
we can grow in our love for each other. It doesn’t help us to
avoid sin, or grow in our Christian walk.

Belonging and being connected to the life-giving Christian
community, which can be found in church, is how we’re sus-

tained and kept healthy. We need to be with people who are fac-
ing the same challenges in life or who’ve worked through some
of the same stuff as we’re working on.

We need to know we’re not the only ones who are crazy. We
need to receive prayer from people who face the same doubts,
fears, and temptations. Belonging to community is not always
the same thing as “attending” a church.

We need to know that someone we care about will be crushed

Simon “Paninguk” Jack

continued on page 13
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Nome Sweet Homes
907-443-7368

www.nomesweethomes.com

NEW ICY VIEW LISTING, OPEN AND INVITING
Fabulous layout and design, wonderful ‘flow’

3br/3ba, den, sunporch, 2 large decks
Large 2story shop and huge back yard

303 Fore & Aft - $447,000

WE BUY HOMES

  
 

-  

 

 

Sitnasuak Native Corporation would like to welcome shareholders to our upcoming 

shareholder outreach sessions in Nome and Teller.  Please join us to hear about the 

great year that your corporation had, with $6.3 million in net profits and $1.5 million 

in shareholder dividends. Share your feedback with management and the Board, as well 

as to visit with other shareholders. We look forward to your involvement and appreciate

your time. Our Anchorage session was a success and we want to hear from you too!

Notice of Shareholder Outreach and Informational Meetings

• Saturday, May 14, 2016 – 2 pm

Nome at the Nome Recreation Center

• Saturday, May 21, 2016 – 2 pm

Teller at the City Bingo Hall

INFORMATION WILL INCLUDE:

• Management update and report

• Presentation on Corporate Voting

• Shareholder Input sessions on (a) shareholder relations & voting/governance, 

(b) corporate/business operations, and (c) new business developments

• Opportunity for shareholder questions and comments

Please contact Dave Evans for more information at 387-1220 or info@snc.org

www.snc.org 

Notice of Shareholder Outreach 

and Informational Meetings

CITY OF NOME PUBLIC NOTICE

O-16-04-01 An Ordinance Amending Title 5,
Buildings and Construction, of the Nome Code
of Ordinances to Add a New Chapter 5.40 Es-
tablishing Vacant Structure Registration and
Maintenance Regulations and Adopting the
2009 IBC International Property Maintenance
Code

This ordinance had first reading at the regular
meeting of the City Council on April 25, 2016 and
has been passed to second reading/public hear-
ing/final passage at a regular meeting of the
Council scheduled for May 9, 2016 at 7:00 PM in
Council Chambers of City Hall, located at 102 Di-
vision Street. Copies of the ordinance are avail-
able in the Office of the City Clerk.

4.28,5.5

Nome Grown Organics LLC is applying under
3 AAC 306.400(a)(2) for a new Limited Mari-
juana Cultivation Facility license, license
#10287, doing business as GREGORY T
SMITH, located at 203 West D Street, Nome,
AK, 99762, UNITED STATES.

Interested persons should submit written com-
ment or objection to their local government, the
applicant, and to the Alcohol & Marijuana Control
Office at 550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1600, Anchorage,
AK 99501 or to marijuana.licensing@alaska.gov
not later than 30 days after this notice of applica-
tion.

4.28,5.5-12

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT NOME

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
AXEL JOHN ODDEN
Deceased.

Case No.  2NO-16- 30 PR

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that John Carl Odden has
been appointed as personal representative of the
above-entitled estate.  All persons having claims
against said deceased are required to present
their claims within four months after the date of
first publication of this notice or said claims will be
forever barred.  Claims must be presented to John
Carl Odden c/o LT Nome Law PC, PO Box 61,
Nome, Alaska 99762, or filed with the Superior
Court at P.O. Box 1110, Nome, Alaska 99762.  
DATED this 28 day of April, 2016

H. Conner Thomas
ABA # 8006049
Attorney for Personal Representative 
PO Box 6l, 
Nome, AK 99762

5.5-12-19

WANTED – Mark Knapp at The Cutting Edge in
Fairbanks is buying legal ancient walrus ivory,
musk ox horn, mammoth ivory and teeth.
Very good prices. 
907-452-7477, cuttingedge@gci.net.

4.14.16-4.13.17

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE in Nome: 
80' Genie Lift (z80/60, diesel) $30,000
32' Genie Lift (z80/60, battery) $6,000
GMC flatbed w/bent frame, runs great $3,000
Concrete pump w/80' of discharge hose $20,000
call (907) 631-2375

4.28, 5.5-12-19

Classifieds

Legals

continued on page 14

Any charges reported in these press releases are
merely accusations and the defendants are pre-
sumed innocent unless and until proven guilty. 

On April 21, 2016 at approximately 2:00 p.m.
Thomas Eningowuk, 28, of Shishmaref, was ar-
rested for Assault III DV and Assault IV DV, after
the investigation revealed that he had assaulted a
family member.  Thomas Eningowuk was trans-
ported to AMCC.

On April 23, 2016 at 9:53 a.m. the Alaska State
Troopers received a report of a burglary at the Na-
tive corporation office in Koyuk.  Investigation con-
tinues.

On April, 24, 2016 at approximately 11:00 p.m.
Cody Nick, 20, of Stebbins was arrested for As-
sault IV DV and Criminal Mischief III DV, after the
investigation revealed that he had assaulted a
family member and broken a family member's
property.  Cody Nick was telephonically arraigned
and transported to AMCC.

On April 25, 2016 at 2:45 p.m. the Alaska State
Troopers in cooperation with the Northwest Arctic
Borough Search & Rescue volunteers initiated a
search for six overdue travelers on the winter trail

to Serpentine Hot Springs on the Seward Penin-
sula from Buckland. Phillip and Emma Geary and
their son were traveling with Justin and Amelia
Williams and their son on two snow machines with
sleds. A Hasty Team was dispatched from Buck-
land which located the travelers in good health
with a broken snow machine. The volunteers es-
corted the travelers back to Buckland.

On April 25, 2016 around 7:45 a.m. the Alaska
State Troopers received a report of a stabbing in
Savoonga.  One male was transported to a hospi-
tal in Anchorage for treatment of his injuries.  No
criminal charges are filed at this time.

On April 25, 2016 at approximately 7:00 a.m. the
Alaska State Troopers received a report of a
death, in Gambell.  The investigation revealed that
Barton Johnson, 25 of Nome, had committed sui-
cide.  Next of kin was notified.  No foul play is sus-
pected.

On April 26, 2016 at approximately 7:00 p.m.
Travis Kaningok Sr., 30, of Gambell was arrested
for violating his conditions of release after the in-
vestigation revealed that he had consumed alco-
hol and was in contact with the victim in another
case. Travis Kaningok Sr. was transported to

AMCC

On April 30, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. the Alaska State
Troopers arrested a 15-year-old male from Gam-
bell with an arrest warrant.  The juvenile was trans-
ported to the Nome Youth Facility.  The warrant
was issued for probation violation stemming from
a sexual assault conviction.

The Alaska Wildlife Troopers are investigating the
unlawful take and wanton waste of multiple cow
caribou near the Kauk River in GMU 23. The inci-
dent occurred near the beginning of April. During
the course of the investigation, Troopers discov-
ered an additional kill site approximately 25 miles
northwest on the lower Baldwin Peninsula, con-
sisting of the salvaged carcasses of three cows,
two more un-salvaged cow caribou, and a mortally
wounded cow caribou. This incident occurred near
the third week of April. The incidents are believed
to be unrelated and committed by separate indi-
viduals. It is unknown why the caribou were not
salvaged in either of these cases. If you have any
information you may report it to your Alaska
Wildlife Trooper in Kotzebue at 442-3241 or report
anonymously by contacting Wildlife Safeguard 1-
800-478-3377.

Trooper Beat

Photo by Nils Hahn
SPRING SKIING— Skiers head
for the hills outside of Nome on
May 1.
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4.28,5.5

Notice of Annual Meeting of Shareholders
Saturday, Oct. 1, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

TO BE HELD IN ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Anchorage Marriott Downtown, 820 West 7th Avenue

Voting shareholders who are at least 18 years of age and wish to run for one of the five Board of 
Director’s seats open for election are requested to send a LETTER OF INTENT, including 
current address, telephone number and a RESUME listing qualifications to:  

Nominating Committee
Bering Straits Native Corporation

P.O. Box 1008
Nome, Alaska 99762

IMPORTANT- all letters of intent and resume must be postmarked by June 16, 2016

The Annual Meeting will be held for the following purposes:

   

   1. Presentation of minutes of the Annual Meeting June 6, 2015 and 

        2016 Special Meeting of Shareholders Minutes, January 7, 2016

    2. Management Reports

    3. Electing three (3) Directors for terms of three (3) years each

    4. Voting on the eight proposals discussed in the proxy statement

    5. Other matters raised by shareholders will be discussed

Registration for shareholders will be open at the Nome Elementary

School from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. on June 4, 2016.

Shareholders who cannot attend the meeting are requested to return a

proxy. Only those proxies that are received at the office of the Election

Judge or the Election Judge deposit boxes located at the Sitnasuak 

Native Corporation offices in Nome or Anchorage, Alaska on or before

5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 will be voted.

All valid proxies postmarked on or before May 21, 2016 are eligible for

Early Bird Prizes.  All valid proxies received on or before June 1, 2016 

will be eligible for Proxy Prizes.  Shareholders in attendance and 

present at the annual meeting are eligible for in-person door prizes.

Please contact Dave Evans 

for more information 

at 387-1220 or

info@snc.org

www.snc.org

Sitnasuak Native Corporation

Notice of the 43rd Annual Notice of the 43rd Annual 

Meeting of Shareholders

• Saturday, the 4th of June, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

• Nome Elementary School, Nome, Alaska.

5.5-12-19-26

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
(DOT&PF) is soliciting comments and information on a proposal
to rehabilitate and extend the service life of Bering Street in
Nome, Alaska, for 0.6 miles between Front Street and Greg
Kruschek Avenue.

The goal of the project is to improve the badly deteriorated
condition of Bering Street due to poor surface drainage,
unstable soil conditions, and settlement and to address
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards. The project
would improve drainage; replace subsurface materials to
mitigate poor soil conditions; improve safety via improved
pedestrian facilities and signage; replace sidewalks and
construct ADA-accessible curb ramps; and resurface the road.

Lunchtime Public Open House Scoping Meeting
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2016
Hours: 11:30 am to 2:00 pm (stop by any time)
Location: Old St. Joe’s Civic Center
Address: 407 Bering Street, Nome

Come to the public scoping meeting to learn more and share
your thoughts. The DOT&PF also requests information and
comments on resources in the project area that may be
affected including historic properties, archaeological sites,
wetlands, and floodplains. The following executive orders (EOs)
apply: EO 11990, Notice of Wetland Involvement; EO 12989,
Environmental Justice; EO 11593, Protection and Enhancement
of the Cultural Environment; EO 11988, Floodplain
Management; EO 13112, Invasive Species.

DOT&PF operates Federal Programs without regard to race, color,
national origin, sex, age, or disability. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination
Policy: http://dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a
complaint, go to: http://dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml. DOT&PF
complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990. Individuals with a hearing impairment can contact
DOT&PF at our Telephone Device for the Deaf (TDD) at (907)
451-2363. For further information regarding the project, or if
you would like to submit comments, you can contact Albert
Beck, P.E., Project Manager, at (907) 451-2276 or send an email
to albert.beck@alaska.gov. You may also fax your comments to
(907) 451-5126. Comments may be made public. Providing
personal identifying information (such as a name and address)
is optional. Please submit comments by June 17, 2016.

NOTICE OF INTENT
Nome Bering Street Rehabilitation
Project No.: Z607390000/0131025/60739

May 2016

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
Draft Arctic Shield 2016 Environmental Assessment for United States Coast Guard Arctic Operations
and Training Exercises

The U.S. Coast Guard proposes to conduct operations and training exercises in the Arctic region in summer of
2016. These activities would provide an air, surface, and shore-side U.S. Coast Guard presence in the 
Arctic to meet U.S. Coast Guard mission requirements. The U.S. Coast Guard has prepared a Draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) that evaluates 
a Preferred Alternative and the No Action Alternative, and provides information on possible effects on the 
natural and human environment from U.S. Coast Guard activities in the Arctic region in summer 2016. The
Draft EA is available for review online at http://www.uscg.mil/D17, or copies may be requested from Mark
Ridgway, U.S. Coast Guard, Civil Engineering Unit Juneau, P.O. Box 25517, Juneau, Alaska, 99802-5517, by
phone at 907-463-2407, or by email to mark.s.ridgway@uscg.mil. Comments on the Draft EA should be 
submitted to Mark Ridgway in writing or via email by May 13, 2016.

if we give in to our sinful desires. We
need to know that someone will pray
for our restoration if we’ve failed.

Failure in the Christian life is a
very real possibility. Christians
struggle with broken marriages, porn
addictions, body image lies, eating
disorders, greed and all of the other
things non-Christians struggle with.
There are big, ugly sins that have
taken root in our lives, and our only
hope of healing and wholeness
comes through God and his commu-
nity that embodies the ministry of
Jesus. In fact, because we’ve taken a
public stand for Jesus Christ through
our baptism, our witness, and our
love, we will be a special target of
the enemy’s attacks and temptations.

If the church is how Jesus contin-
ues to work among us, then we need
to be connected to a community of
believers who can bring his healing
work and apply it to the places
where we’re broken.

When we’re joined to a commu-
nity of believers, we can find people
who support us and pray for us, who
give us a hug when we need it and
lovingly let us know if we start head-
ing off in the wrong direction. We
pray healing prayers for others, and
they in turn pray healing prayers for
us when we need them.

Isn’t it amazing that we come to-
gether every week with all our flaws
and problems, but God chooses to
use us to heal and bless one another?
When we gather together in Chris-
tian community, we have an oppor-
tunity to be touched by the very
hands and words of Jesus.

See you Sunday.

SPRING FLOWERS
Spring is coming and ICANS will be selling flowers.

ICANS the Nome Cancer Support Group will be 
selling geraniums and bedding plants such as 
pansies, petunias, violas, marigolds, calendula, 
lobelia and alissium this spring.
Plants will arrive midMay.

The City of Unalakleet is requesting sealed bids for

boats by the baler.

Bids must include the boat number, and bid amount with

your name and phone number. 

All boats are sold “AS IS/WHERE IS”. Winning bidders

must move the boats at their own expense by June 30,

2016.

Boats available for bid will be numbered with Orange

spray paint. Pictures will be provided on request.

Turn in sealed bids to the City Office by 

May 16, 2016 at 5:00 pm.

NOTE: “Roe Packer” boat is not available for sale.

City of Unalakleet • PO Box 28 • Unalakleet, Alaska 99684

Phone 907-624-3531 • Fax 907-624-3130

Posted 3/29/2016 City Office, Postal Service, ACCO, UNC

INVITATION TO BID

• Saying it
continued from page 11

Photo by Nils Hahn
BEACH COMBING— A Nomeite
walks along East Beach on April
29..
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George Krier

Professional

Land Surveyor
P.O. Box 1058

Nome, Alaska 99762

(907) 443-5358

Cell: (360) 722-1987

surveyor@nome.net
PROPERTY, MORTGAGE & SUBDIVISION SURVEYS • YEAR ROUND ANYTIME & ANYPLACE

Advertise with us. Call (907) 443-5235 or email:
ads@nomenugget.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Instructions to Bidders 1
Delivery of Proposals 1
Site Visit 1
Interpretation of Documents 1-2
Scope of Work 2-3
Funding Source 3
Native Preference Policy 3
Information Required with Proposal 3-4

Instructions to Bidders
Nome Eskimo Community (NEC) is requesting written lump-
sum, fixed price proposals from qualified, licensed and insured
contractors to provide services to update the Long Range Trans-
portation Plan (LRTP) and prepare a new Tribal Transportation
Improvement Program (TTIP) of Nome Eskimo Community.
Proposal shall be submitted in a sealed envelope bearing the
title Nome Eskimo Community Long Range Transportation
Plan update 2016 and the name of the business submitting the
proposal (the Contractor).   The proposal accepted by NEC shall
be included as part of the contract between NEC and the Con-
tractor.

Delivery of Proposals
Proposals shall be delivered to the following address no later
than 5:00 pm on Friday,  May 27, 2016:

Nome Eskimo Community
200 West 5th Avenue
Nome, AK 99762
Attn: Emma Pate

Site Visit
Before submitting a proposal, contractors shall review this re-
quest for proposals and Scope of Work.  Contractors are en-
couraged to visit the Nome Eskimo Community website at
www.necalaska.org to fully inform themselves of existing Long
Range Transportation Plans (LRTPs) within NEC.

Interpretation of Documents
If any person contemplating submitting a proposal is in doubt as
to the true meaning of any part of this request for proposals, the
Scope of Work, or finds discrepancies, omissions, or inconsis-
tencies in this document, he/she may submit to NEC a written
request for an interpretation.  Any corrections of or changes to
the document will be made by addendum issued by NEC, and a

copy of the addendum will be mailed or delivered to each per-
son who requests the addendum.  NEC will not be responsible
for any other explanations or interpretations of the proposal doc-
uments.

Scope of Work
The work to be performed by the Contractor includes an Update
to the existing Long Range Transportation Plan of Nome Eskimo
Community and preparation of a new Tribal Transportation Im-
provement Program (TTIP).  Specific tasks to be performed are:

• Prepare a Draft LRTP Update document per 25 CFR 
170.410 through 170.415.  

• Perform Public Involvement activities to include: public 
notices and a public meeting on the Draft LRTP Update a
new TTIP per 25 CFR 170.412 (c), 170.413, and 170.424.
The Public includes inhabitants of the community of Nome,
NEC Tribal members, the City of Nome, the State, and any
Federal land management agencies and Tribal Corpora-
tions affected by potential NEC transportation Projects.

• Solicit input from the Tribal Council early on in the process
of preparing the Draft LRTP Update and the TTIP.

• For the Draft LRTP Update, identify goals and values based
on data obtained in the Public Involvement process.  

• Collect data on the existing conditions of the transportation
system that serves the NEC.  Organize the collected data
into maps, charts, graphs and tables to ensure an informed
presentation for public input and NEC Tribal Council review

• For the Draft LRTP Update,  identify the needs gap 
between the existing conditions and identified goals

• For the Draft LRTP Update, identify Projects and Strategies
that address the identified needs. 

• Update the Tribe’s National Tribal Transportation Facility 
Inventory (NTTFI) to reflect a listing of all “Official” routes 
and segments that the Tribe has in the NTTFI.  Include 
proposed routes to be added to or changed in the NTTFI 
based on Projects and Strategies.  Include the updated 
NTTFI in the Draft LRTP Update.

• Establish criteria to rank the Projects and Strategies in the
Draft LRTP Update and identify ranking for each Project 
and Strategy

• Identify amount of community support for each Project, 
using data and input from the Public Involvement 
activities.

• For each Project and Strategy, identify availability of fund-
ing, and identify “Risks” such as:  right-of-way problems, 
environmental issues, and concerns.  Use data obtained 
from the Public Involvement activities.

• Prepare a Priority list per 25 CFR 170.420(a) and (b) of the
identified Projects and Strategies to be based on:

•Short range 3-5 years;
•Medium range 5-10 years; and

•Long-Range 10-20 years
Include the Prioritized List in the Draft LRTP Update.

• Identify available transportation development funding 
sources.  For each Project, identify any deficits (shortages
of funds) of Project cost vs. available funding, and include
a listing of the results in the Draft LRTP Update.

• Prepare a Draft LRTP Update document, using a format 
similar in style to the existing NEC LRTP Updates on the 
NEC website www.necalaska.org.  

• Prepare a Draft Tribal Transportation Improvement Pro-
gram (TTIP) per 25 CFR 170.421.  Include transportation
projects and activities based on the top priority Projects in
the LRTP Update, input from the Pubic Involvement 
process, and input from the NEC Tribal Council.  Prepare
the TTIP using the ACCESS program TTIP Template and
instruction guide provided by NEC.

• Submit the Draft LRTP document and the Draft TTIP to the
NEC and the designated FHWA contact person for review
and comment.  

• Prepare the Final LRTP Update and the Final TTIP incor-
porating the review comments.  Prepare the final TTIP 
using the ACCESS program TTIP Template and instruc-
tion guide provided by NEC.

Funding Source
The NEC Tribal Transportation program is funded by the U.S.
Department of Transportation Federal Highways Administration
and adheres to applicable regulations that apply as a recipient.

Native Preference Policy
All individuals or firms are advised that this proposal is subject
to Native Preference Regulations, contained in 23 USC 140(d).
This proposal is open to Native and Non-Native individuals or
firms. In order to qualify as a Native or Native owned firm, qual-
ifying documentation must be submitted with proposal.

Subject to the Native Preference Policy of the Nome Eskimo
Community, the contract will be awarded to the best qualified, re-
sponsible contractor who submits a proposal which complies
with these instructions and any applicable regulations. Award of
contract will be based on several rating factors established for
purchase methods of procurement. The rating factors and val-
ues to be used in the award of this contract are as follows:

(1) Qualifications, Licenses, Certifications 25%
(2) Relevant Experience preparing LRTPs and TTIPs 30%
(3) Proposed Schedule 10%
(4) Indian Preference *15%

*Applies to Indian owned companies, with documentation.
(5) Cost 20%
TOTAL OF ALL FACTORS 100%

NOTE: Items mentioned above which are not included in the
proposal will be rated as zero (0).

Information Required With Proposal
1. Name and address of the entity submitting the proposal and

identification of key personnel whom will perform the work.
(At least 60% of the service contract has to be done by the
individual or firm submitting the proposal.)

2. A description of any associations with other firms or any 
form of subcontracting.

3. Disclosure of any claims, lawsuits or disputes over work or
services previously or currently being performed.

4. Proposed Schedule (month/day/year) for Contractor ac
complishment of each specific task listed in the Scope of 
Work of this document.

5. If applying for Native preference, include proof of Native 
owned entity and evidence to show at least 51% of the firm
is qualified, as a Native owned enterprise.

6. Proof of qualifications, licensure and insurance: 
a) Workers’ Compensation - $100,000 per person / 

$100,000 per occurrence.
b) Commercial General Liability - $1,000,000 General 

Aggregate / $1,000,000 Products and Completed Op-
erations Aggregate / $1,000,000 Personal and Adver-
tising Injury / $1,000,000 Each Occurrence / $50,000
Fire Damage (any one fire) / $5,000 Medical Expense
(any one person)

c) Comprehensive Automobile Liability - $1 million com-
bined single limit of bodily injury including all owned, 
non-owned and hired vehicles.

7. A detailed materials list of all supplies needed to complete 
the Scope of Work (that are not provided by NEC) to include
price, and shipping costs.

8. A time frame of work to be completed, to be reviewed with 
Tribal Transportation Committee or Tribal Council, commu-
nity organizations, public, etc. to reflect work flow.

9. Contractor will provide a detailed budget compilation sheet
with all costs broken down, to include: materials, shipping 
costs, labor, overhead, any permits needed, and any other 
costs related to this item or expense the Contractor will be 
charging NEC during this Project.

Nome Eskimo Community (NEC) reserves the right to waive
minor informalities; to reject any proposal not in compliance with
all prescribed procedures and requirements; and may reject any
and all proposals if it is in the best interest of NEC to do so.

5.5-12-19-26

Seawall
NOME POLICE DEPARTMENT

MEDIA RELEASES 04/25/2016 through 05/01/2016

Disclaimer: This is a record of activity.  The issuance of citations or the act of ar-
rest does not assign guilt to any identified party.
During this period there were 163 calls for service received at the Nome Police
Communications Center. 64 (39%) involved alcohol.
There were 15 arrests made with 12 (80%) alcohol related.
NPD responded to 26 calls reporting intoxicated persons needing assistance.
One was remanded to AMCC as a protective hold; and 6 remained at the hospi-
tal for medical evaluation/treatment.
There were 14 ambulance calls and 1 fire call during this period.

***************************************************************************************************
Monday, April 25

8:43 a.m., NPD received a report of an ATV being stolen from outside of a residence
on the west side of town.  Officers contacted the reporting party and owner of the ATV
and gathered details of the vehicle and the last time it was seen parked.  The investi-
gation is ongoing.

8:53 a.m., NPD received a request to conduct a welfare check on a juvenile that
had been absent from school for several days.  Officers arrived at the home to find
adults present in the home; all of whom were intoxicated.  A sober caregiver was pres-
ent, but was not able to watch the children for the long-term.  The Office of Children’s
Services was contacted and a report of the contact will be forwarded for review.

12:19 p.m., a citizen arrived at NPD with a dog that was running loose without an
owner present.  The owner was later identified as Carey Adsuna, who was issued an
Animal At Large citation prior to the dog being released back into her custody.  No fur-
ther action was necessary.

2:32 p.m., NPD received a report of an assault occurring within a home on the east
side of town.  Upon arrival the suspect, identified as Dakota Segok, had already fled the
scene.  Further investigation into the incident revealed that Seegok had caused phys-
ical injury to two members of the household while intoxicated and he was also found
to be on current Conditions of Probation that prohibited the consumption of alcohol.
Seegok was located a short time later and was placed under arrest for two counts of
Assault in the Fourth Degree, Resisting Arrest, Disorderly Conduct and Probation Vio-
lation.  He was later remanded to AMCC, where he was held without bail.

6:59 p.m., NPD officers, while on routine patrol, observed two subjects enter a busi-
ness on the west side of town after it had already closed for the day.  Contact was
made with the two subjects, who were found to be the cleaning crew showing up for
shift.  No further action was necessary.

9:07 p.m., NPD officers responded to the west side of town for the report of a sub-
ject with an open container of alcohol.  Upon arrival, no open containers were found,
but one of the subjects contacted, identified as Donald Ahnangnatoguk, was found in-
toxicated while on current Conditions of Probation that prohibited the consumption of
alcohol.  A summons request will be forwarded to the District Attorney for disposition.

10:13 p.m., NPD received a third party request to conduct a welfare check on a sub-
ject in a residence on the west side of town.  Prior to Officers’ arrival, the subject con-
tacted NPD to cancel the welfare request.  Officers responded to the scene and found
no disturbance or anything else out of the ordinary.

Tuesday, April 26
2:33 a.m., NPD responded to a residence on the west side of town for the report of

a disturbance between two members of the household.  Upon arrival, the issue was
found to only be a verbal argument, which was resolved when one of the involved par-
ties agreed to leave for the evening and stay elsewhere.  No further action was re-
quired.

4:22 p.m., Nome Police Department responded to a complaint near City Hall that a
group of people were consuming alcohol.  Investigation led to the arrest of Kimberly
Soolook for Violation of Conditions of Release and an active arrest warrant. Alcohol
was involved and a 750ml bottle was spilled on scene. 

Wednesday, April 27
1:24 a.m., NPD conducted a traffic stop on the east side of town. Officers made con-

tact with the driver, he was warned for rapid acceleration; he was also informed to abide
by all city traffic laws.

1:27 a.m., NPD received a report of a welfare check on the west side of town. Offi-
cers responded and contacted three individuals; two of the individuals were transported
to NSHC and left in the care of the ER staff. No further action was required.

1:54 a.m., NPD received a report of a trespass at a local establishment on the west
side of town. Officers responded and made contact with the individual. He was trans-
ported to his residence. No further action was required.

9:07 a.m., NPD received a report of an assault occurring on the east end of town.
Officers responded and contacted the suspect. This investigation is still ongoing.

9:09 a.m., NPD received a report of an individual in violation of their conditions of
release. Officers responded and made contact with Michael Walker. The investigation
led to the arrest of Walker for Violating Conditions of Release. He was transported to
AMCC; bail was set to $1,000.

7:54 p.m., NPD received a report of an individual violating a restraining order on the

west end of town. This investigation is still ongoing.
11:57 p.m., NPD conducted a traffic stop on the east end of town. Investigation led

to the arrest of Lavonne Giang for Driving Under the Influence. She was transported to
AMCC; bail was not set.

Thursday, April 28
10:06 a.m., NPD received a report of an assault occurring on the west end of town.

Officers responded and contacted Calvin Paniptchuk. Paniptchuk was arrested for As-
sault in the 4th Degree, DV. He was taken to AMCC. No bail was set.

1:36 p.m., NPD received a report of harassment occurring on the west end of town.
This investigation is still ongoing.

9:13 p.m., NPD received a report of an intoxicated person on the west end of town.
Officers responded and investigation led to the arrest of Xavier Pete. Pete was arrested
for Violating Conditions of Probation and Disorderly Conduct. He was transported to
AMCC; no bail was set.

Friday, April 29
1:56 p.m., NPD responded to the west side of town for the report of a subject lying

on the ground that appeared to be the victim of an assault.  Officers arrived and con-
tacted the subject, who indicated the injuries observed were the result of an acciden-
tal fall.  The subject was transported to the Norton Sound Regional Hospital for medical
evaluation and was left in the care of the Emergency Room staff.

2:31 p.m., NPD received a report of an intoxicated individual on the west side of
town that possibly required assistance.  Officers arrived, contacted and identified the
male, who was then transported to the residence of an acquaintance, where they were
left in the sober care of the occupants.

3:19 p.m., NPD officers, while on routine patrol, observed an intoxicated subject on
the west side of town in need of assistance.  The subject was later transported to the
Norton Sound Regional Hospital for medical evaluation, where they were left in the
care of the ER staff.  The subject was later remanded to AMCC for a Title 47 Hold.

5:58 p.m., NPD officers, while on routine patrol, observed a building on the west
side of town to have an unsecured door open.  Officers conducted a building search and
found that a subject had been allowed to do work to the building while also residing
within it. 

9:15 p.m., NPD received a report of an intoxicated individual lying on a bench on the
west end of town.  Officers responded and made contact with the subject, who was de-
termined to need medical care.  The subject was transported to the Norton Sound Re-
gional Hospital and left in their care.

11:21 p.m., NPD received a report of a possible sexual assault that occurred on the
east end of town. The case is currently ongoing.

Saturday, April 30, 2016
1:07 a.m., NPD received a report of a noise disturbance occurring at a residence on

the east end of town.  Officers responded and made contact with the occupants of the
home, who were playing their music at a high volume for the time of night.  The occu-
pants agreed to turn the music down. No further action was necessary.

1:17 a.m., NPD received a report of an intoxicated male causing a disturbance at a
hotel on the west side of town.  Officers arrived and contacted two witnesses outside
stating the male was yelling in the hallways, which had woken them up.  The suspect,
identified as Ronald Ozenna Sr, was found to be intoxicated and after given multiple
warnings regarding the disturbance he was still causing, continued his disruptive be-
havior.  Ozenna was subsequently arrested for Disorderly Conduct and transported to
the Norton Sound Regional Hospital for medical clearance.  Once cleared, Ozenna
was remanded to AMCC, where he was held on $250 bail.

1:56 a.m., NPD officers, while on routine patrol, observed a vehicle travelling on the
east side of town without any taillights illuminated.  A traffic stop was conducted and the
driver was found to have all documentation required.  The driver was issued a verbal
warning for the violation and was released at the scene without further incident.

2:07 a.m., NPD officers, while on routine patrol, observed a subject holding an open
alcohol container outside of a licensed premise.  The subject was contacted, educated
and warned regarding the open container ordinances in effect and returned to the li-
censed premise.

2:12 a.m., NPD received a report of an assault occurring inside of business on the
west side of town.  Upon arrival, the suspect had already fled the scene, but was iden-
tified by the reporting party.  A report of the assault will be forwarded to the District At-
torney’s Office for review and disposition.

2:15 a.m., NPD received a report of a sexual assault occurring at a residence on the
east end of town.  The suspect was identified, but the victim recanted allegations made
and no longer wanted to pursue the case; but was informed if they wished to continue
the investigation, to contact NPD.

2:57 a.m., NPD Officers responded to the west side of town for the report of an in-
toxicated male that required assistance.  Upon arrival, officers identified the male as
Xavier Pete, who was found to be on current Order and Conditions of Release and
Probation that prohibited the consumption of alcohol.  Pete was placed under arrest for
Violating his Conditions of Release and Probation and was later remanded to AMCC,
where he was held without bail.

3:49 a.m., NPD received a report of individuals possibly breaking into a condemned
residence on the west end of town.  Officers responded and checked the residence
and surrounding area, but no persons were observed in the home.   Screws holding ply-

wood blockades were found to be missing.  Officers followed up with the reporting party
and will be conducting extra patrols in the area.

2:54 p.m., NPD received a report of an intoxicated subject lying on the ground on
the west side of town.  Upon arrival, officers contacted, identified the subject, who was
transported to the Norton Sound Regional Hospital for medical evaluation and left in the
care of ER staff.

5:55 p.m., NPD received a request to conduct a welfare check on an intoxicated fe-
male on the west side of town.  Officers responded and the female was reported to
have already been picked up by a friend.  While on scene, a male identified as James
Bloomstrand, was found to be intoxicated and in violation of his Conditions of Proba-
tion, which prohibited the consumption of alcohol.  Bloomstrand was arrested for Pro-
bation Violation and was remanded to Anvil Mountain Correctional Center, where he
was held without bail.

6:24 p.m., NPD received a report of a disturbance on the east end of town.  Officers
made contact with a female, identified as Tabitha Patino, who was the suspect reported.
Patino continued her disruptive behavior after being warned it was having that effect.
While being placed under arrest, she resisted being placed into custody by force, in-
juring the responding Officer in the process.  Patino was charged with Assault in the
Fourth Degree, Resisting Arrest and Disorderly Conduct and was remanded to AMCC,
where she was held on $1,250 bail.

8:08 p.m., NPD received a report of highly intoxicated individual lying on the ground
behind a business on the west end of town.  Officers made contact with the subject, who
was transported to the Norton Sound Regional Hospital for medical clearance.  Once
cleared, the subject was transported to his hotel room, which had already been paid for.
While at the scene of the first individual on the ground, officers located another male
down, bleeding from the head.  The Nome Volunteer Ambulance Department was dis-
patched to the scene and took over care of the injured individual.

10:25 p.m., NPD received a report of an intoxicated juvenile reportedly on the west
side of town.  Officers located the juvenile, who was confirmed to have been consum-
ing alcohol and was subsequently issued an open container citation.  The juvenile was
transported to their parent’s residence, where they were left in their care.

Sunday, May 1
1:26 a.m., NPD received a request to conduct a welfare check on a subject that was

reportedly intoxicated while caring for their young children.  A short time later, the re-
porting party called back stating that the children were being watched by a sober fam-
ily member.  Further investigation revealed that the subject the check was requested
for is on current Order and Conditions of Release that prohibit leaving their Third Party
Custodian.  A report will be forwarded with requests for a Summons to the District At-
torney’s Office for Violating Conditions of Release, as well as a charge of Violating Cus-
todial Duty for the subject’s Third Party Custodian.  

1:42 a.m., NPD responded to a business on the west side of town for the report of
an intoxicated subject causing a disturbance to other customers present.  Upon arrival,
the subject, later identified as Peter Olanna, was found to have fled the scene.  Olanna
was located a short time later and was found intoxicated, which violated his current
Conditions of Release and Probation.  Olanna was subsequently placed under arrest
for Violating his Conditions of Release and Probation and was later remanded to
AMCC, where he was held without bail.

5:30 a.m., NPD received a report of an intoxicated subject on the ground across
from a business on the west side of town.  Upon arrival, the subject was observed walk-
ing away from the scene and was contacted by responding officers.  The subject de-
clined any assistance and stated they were a short distance from their home.  No further
action was required.

1:41 p.m., NPD responded to a residence on the west side of town for the report of
a subject assaulting other members within the home.  Upon arrival and further investi-
gation, the suspect was identified as Hannah Farris, who was confirmed to have caused
injury to another person in the household; as well as breaking several items.  Farris was
placed under arrest for Criminal Mischief in the Third Degree, DV, two counts of Assault
in the Fourth Degree, DV, and Interfering with the Report of a DV Crime.  Farris was
later remanded to AMCC, where she was held without bail.

3:12 p.m., NPD responded to a business on the west side of town for the report of
an intoxicated subject lying on a bench inside.  Upon arrival, the subject was contacted,
identified and transported to the Norton Sound Regional Hospital for medical evalua-
tion, where they were left in the care of the ER staff.

4:12 p.m., NPD received a report of an intoxicated subject causing a disturbance at
the Norton Sound Regional Hospital.  Upon arrival the subject was identified as Mar-
vin Okleasik, who was found to have physically threatened staff and was refusing to
keep his voice down.  Okleasik was arrested and remanded to AMCC for two counts
of Disorderly Conduct, where he was held on $500 bail.

9:13 p.m., NPD responded to a requested welfare check of a subject residing on
the east side of town.  Upon arrival, the subject was contacted and declined needing
any assistance from Police or EMS.  The reporting party was informed of the status of
the subject and no further action was required.

11:16 p.m., NPD received a report of a possible domestic disturbance occurring at
a residence on the east side of town.  Upon arrival, officers made contact with the in-
volved subjects, all of whom confirmed it was a verbal argument only.  The occupants
present were warned regarding their noise level and were released at the scene with-
out further incident.

• Legals
continued from page 13



THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2016THE NOME NUGGET

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center
A free public service that answers
questions & provides forms about

 family cases including divorce,
 dissolution, custody and visitation,

child support and paternity.
www.state.ak.us/courts/selfhelp.htm

(907) 264-0851 (Anc)
(866) 279-0851 (outside Anc)

302 E. Front Street
P. O. Box 633
Nome, AK  99762

(907) 443-3838 (800) 354-4606

www.aurorainnome.com

BSWG provides services to survivors of violent crime and 
promotes violence-free lifestyles in the Bering Strait region.

24-Hours Crisis Line
1-800-570-5444 or

1-907-443-5444 • fax: 907-443-3748
EMAIL 

B E R I N G S E A

W O M E N ’ S

G R O U P

P.O. Box 1596  Nome, AK 99762

704 Seppala Drive
Appliance Sales and Parts

Plumbing  – Heating  – Electrical

Welding Gas and Supplies

Hardware  – Tools  – Steel

Builders Supply

443-2234                      1-800-590-2234

443-5211

Checker Cab
Leave the driving to us

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

1-800-478-9355

Nome Discovery
Tours
Day tours

Evening excursions
Custom road trips 

Gold panning • Ivory carving
Tundra tours 

CUSTOM TOURS!

“Don’t leave Nome without
hooking-up with Richard at

Nome Discovery Tours!”
— Esquire Magazine March 1997 

(907) 443-2814 
discover@gci.net

24 hours
a day

7 days/wk

ALASKA
POISON

CONTROL
1-800-222-1222

www.snc.org

Sitnasuak Native Corporation 
(907) 387-1200

Bonanza Fuel, Inc. 
(907) 387-1201

Bonanza Fuel call out cell 
(907) 304-2086

Nanuaq, Inc. 
(907) 387-1202

     
YOUR complete hunting & fishing store

120 West First Avenue
(907) 4,2880 o r
1-800-680-NOME

COD, credit card & special orders

OPEN M-F 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

120 W 1st Ave. (907) 443-2880 or 1-800-680-(6663)NOME
Mon. - Fri. • 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Saturday • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

COD, credit card & special orders welcome

NOME OUTFITTERS

              

                   

Spa, Nails & Tanning
Please call 443-6768 for appointment

120 W. 1st Ave. 
M-F: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. • Sat: 11 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Walk-ins welcome!

WA # 164039  AK # 11706

701 West 8th Ave., Suite 900
Anchorage, AK 99501
Tel. 907.257.6424   Tel. 907.522.9405
Fax. 907.257.5224   Cel. 907.529.6306
Kenders@ft.newyorklife.com

The Company You Keep®

Kap Sun Enders, Agent
AK Insurance License # 11706
New York Life Insurance Company
701 W. 8th Ave. Suite 900
Anchorage, AK 99501
P. 907.257.6424  
kenders@ft.newyorklife.com

That’s right... New York Life
does 401(k) rollovers.

Helping you do more with your qualified retirement assets.
Oc New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10010 SMRU 509791CV (Exp. 06/21/15)

Looking for Home Financing?
I can help! Call me 888-480-8877

Hilde Stapgens, CMB
Mortgage Originator

Hildegard Stapgens # AK 193345
stapgensh@residentialmtg.com
100 Calais Dr. Anchorage, AK.

www.HomeLoansYouCanUse.com

FREE PRE-QUALIFICATION  — CALL OR APPLY ONLINE

Every story a nugget.
To advertise, call us:

(907)443-5235
or email: ads@nomenugget.com

- -
 

 

          Southside Animal Hospital
         (907) 345-1905
         Open Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
         and Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Call Everts in Anchorage for a Quote Number so you can send your pet round trip for $50 
for medical with the animal care program. The number is (866) 242-0009.

Pet Express is (907) 562-7333, they will transport the animal to the hospital.

Quote Number: Need to call that morning or day before. It’s necessary to keep track of costs.

Dimond Animal Hospital
(907) 562-8384
open 24/7

Veterinarians in Anchorage:

Any time, any place
and no charge.

Please call 
907-304-1846

for an appointment.

Notary Public
available.

ARCTIC CHIROPRACTIC
Nome

Dr. Lee Waldroup, D.C.

Over 36 Years of Experience

Treating:

~ headaches and neck pain

~ muscle and joint pain

~ back pain and stiffness

~ sprains and strains

With:

~ chiropractic adjusting

~ myofascial release

~ physical therapy 

and rehabilitation

~ conservative care

113 E Front St, Ste 102

Nome, AK 99762

(In the Federal Building next to the Post Office)

“Life is good when you’re pain free.”

907.443.7477

Terry's Therapeutic Massage
By Appointment

Terry Lawvor Miller, LMT, CHHP, CMT
Book Online:  https://terrysmassage.boomtime.com/lschedule

Instant Gift Certificates:  https://terrysmassage.boomtime.com/lgift
508 West Tobuk Alley

907- 443-2633 or 907- 304-2655

SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME

15

Terry's Therapeutic Massage
Massage & Infrared Solo Sauna • By Appointment

Terry Lawvor Miller, LMT, CHHP, CMT
Book Online:  https://terrysmassage.boomtime.com/lschedule

Instant Gift Certificates:  https://terrysmassage.boomtime.com/lgift
508 West Tobuk Alley

907- 443-2633 or 907- 304-2655
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Let ’s  Honor Our Elders 

As a Respected Elder, and founding member of Sitnasuak Native Corporation (SNC), Charles W. “Chuck”     
Fagerstrom recently received a letter from the SNC lawyer that the Executive Committee has made a decision 
to ban him from attending SNC board meetings (with the exception of the 2016 SNC Annual Meeting) or 
stepping foot on SNC property.  If he does not abide by SNC’s directive, they have threatened to sue him for 
Criminal Trespass.

Chuck has been an outspoken SNC shareholder who continues to voice concerns about the use of the
discretionary proxy by current SNC board members.  

As a former Nome businessman, Chuck has always been a positive role model showing the true meaning of     

matters arise.  

Chuck has worked tirelessly to encourage, promote and engage our community and region in many ways.           
He left his mark on the following organizations and programs:

•Former Nome City Council Member
•Former Nome Eskimo Community Board Member
•Former Nome Community Center Board Member
•Former President of Sitnasuak Native Corporation
•Nome Volunteer Fireman
•Helen M. Fagerstrom Bazaar Volunteer
•Founder of SNC Youth Reading Program
•Supporter of Educational Opportunities for Nome Youth
•Supports NBHS Athletic Teams  (GO NANOOKS!)
•Mentors Youth in Subsistence Activities
•Supports  Healthy Lifestyles
•Iditarod Basketball Committee Member

Let’s stand together and support a man of strength, courage and integrity - a man who has steadfast     
beliefs in fairness and truthfulness.  

SNC shareholders stand up and take action - show your support for Chuck Fagerstrom 
as he stands up for the needs of many of us!

  P a i d  f o r  b y  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  C h a r l e s  W .  “ C h u c k ”  F a g e r s t r o m

GRAND VIEW— Two skiers take in the grandeur of Grand Central Valley on May 1. Photo by Nils Hahn

By Diana Haecker
For the first time in recorded his-

tory, Savoonga whalers landed their
first spring bowhead whale in March.
According to Savoonga’s representa-
tive to the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
Commission George Noongwook,
whaling captain Carl Pelowook Jr.
and his crew landed the whale on
Easter Sunday, March 27. The same
crew landed another whale on April
5.

Noongwook reports that since
then, strong winds and unfavorable
weather conditions have kept hunters
from going out to sea, but they are
still geared up at their whaling camp
at the southwest coast of St.
Lawrence Island – about 40 miles
away from Savoonga – to go whal-
ing if weather and ice conditions per-
mit. However, Noongwook said,
there is hardly any ice left to conduct
whaling and constant 25 to 35 mph
Northeast winds have hampered their
efforts. On the north side of the is-
land, sea ice is abundant but jumbled
up and it is impossible to find a trail
through the jagged ice ridges by
snowmachine with boats in tow.

Last year, Noonwook said, the
whalers missed the whale migration
because of bad ice conditions. This
year, when the weather cleared and
the ice allowed, the hunters were
ready for an early start. As of press

time, Gambell whalers did not land a
whale. 

Noongwook said, in order to have
enough meat to get through the year,
both Savoonga and Gambell need to
catch eight whales each. Noongwook
said that weather and ice conditions
vary annually and became unpre-
dictable. The unpredictability is com-
pounded by to steep gas prices on the
island, making it difficult for hunters
to afford going back and forth to
camp and making a sustained hunt-
ing effort nearly impossible. Al-
though the bowhead whale
population increased in numbers, it
remains a challenge for hunters to get
to the animals due to the increase in
gas and fickle weather and ice con-
ditions. “This is very stressful and
unhealthy for our people,” said
Noongwook. “We need to conduct
the hunt to make our people happy.”

He said that when a whale is
landed and distributed throughout the
community for food, there is a cus-
tom of celebrating and dancing.
Without a successful hunt, these joy-
ful activities stop. “Without the food
there is no celebration. That’s very
unhealthy,” he said. Noongwook ex-
plained that stress from food insecu-
rity, depression from unsuccessful
hunts and anxiety how to deal with a
changing climate and its ramifica-
tions are weighing the people down

at times. “But then we try to keep it
bearable with humor,” he said. “It’s
not all bad.”

Due to changes in conditions,
about 40 percent of the harvests of
marine mammals are now done in
the winter, whereas the traditional
time to bring in the majority of food
was in spring. 

On the mainland, Kawerak Sub-
sistence Director Brandon Ahmasuk
reports that this year’s spring hunt is
very early. People are out hunting
seals and walrus, but encounter dif-
ficulty finding stable ice. “Ice condi-
tions are really not stable, the ice is
real thin,” Ahmasuk said. He reports
from a personal hunting trip out in
Norton Sound, the ice was so thin
that his boat cut right through the icy
slush instead of providing a stable
platform to butcher animals on.  Ah-
masuk reports that two seals so far
were seen with bald spots, similar to
the mysterious seal disease that
erupted in 2011/2012 where hun-
dreds of seals were observed bald,
with weeping sores and unusual tame
behavior. Despite a federally de-
clared Unusual Mortality Event in-
vestigation, no cause has been found
yet that could explain the seal dis-
ease. The two seals reported recently
were hairless, but were reportedly fat
and showed no signs of open sores.
Ahmasuk reports that on the south-

side of Sledge Island, he saw murres,
sea gulls, auklets and cormorants.
“That’s about two months early for
especially the murres and cormorants
to show up,” he said.

Bill Dunker, biologist with the
Nome office of the Alaska Dept. of
Fish and Game, reports that the low
snow coverage this winter had a pos-
itive effect on ungulates, namely
moose and caribou. “Moose and
Caribou appear to be in excellent
body condition and surveys con-
ducted this spring indicate that both
species have excellent recruitment,”
Dunker wrote in an email to the
Nome Nugget. He also noted that
since early November, approxi-
mately 77 percent of the Western
Arctic Caribou herd have wintered
on the Seward Peninsula. The herd
was found further west than previ-
ously recorded and was accessible to
a number of hunters on the Seward
Peninsula. “At this time the herd has
begun to move north towards the
calving grounds, some of which
crossed large expanses of sea ice en-
route to areas around Kotzebue,”
Dunker wrote. 

Dunker also reports that bears are
being harvested throughout the Se-
ward Peninsula as well as a signifi-
cant number of wolves. As of April
27, 60 wolves and 8 bears have been
harvested from Unit 22, Dunker said. 

He also reminds outdoors travel-
ers that they may come upon or-
phaned wildlife. “We would like to
remind the community that no one,
except the ADF&G and the Alaska
Wildlife troopers, is authorized to
take orphaned wildlife into posses-
sion,” he wrote. “If you do come
across orphaned wildlife, do not
touch, handle or pick up any animal
or bird, instead, report the location,
type and behavior of animals that ap-
pear orphaned to wildlife officials.” 

Early spring makes for early subsistence harvests

Photo by Nils Hahn 
FLOWERS— This Alaska blue 
anemone enjoys the sun on May 2.
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