
HAPPY TRAILS— Carol Seppilu and film maker Max Romey traveled on the Iditarod Trail between Safety and Nome on Saturday. See story on page 16.
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Vaccination rates  
increase only slowly

By RB Smith 
As COVID-19 vaccines continue 

to roll out in Nome, the Bering Strait 
and Norton Sound region, the 
number of people choosing to take 
them has started to level off. For the 
past weeks, the regional vaccination 
rate has hovered around 50 percent, 
climbing by just one or two percent 
each week. 

Norton Sound Health Corpora-
tion, along with health officials at the 
state level, are working to spread the 
word about why vaccination is im-
portant. Through large public infor-
mation campaigns and more pointed 
face-to-face conversations, doctors 
are working to convince regional res-
idents to go in for the shot. 

“How can we help people get 

good access to excellent, scientific, 
evidence-based information about 
the safety and the effectiveness of 
these vaccines? That’s what we’re 
trying to do,” said Dr. Joseph 
McLaughlin, Alaska’s state epidemi-
ologist. 

Alaska’s Department of Health 
and Social Services is currently run-
ning a statewide survey to measure 
people’s attitudes towards the vac-
cine, and what gives people con-
fidence or makes them reserved. 
They also broadcast regular public 
information sessions called ECHOs, 
which are public videoconferences 
where members of the public can ask 
questions to state-level experts. 

continued on page 4

Two new COVID cases 
detected in region

Photo by Jimmy Seetomana 
GETTING DRINKING WATER— Kelly Ningeulook, Vernon “Boya” Rock, Bert Iyatunguk and Mark 
Sinnok harvest chunks of lake ice, nine miles from Shishmaref, to bring back to their homes. Shishmaref 
has no piped water and ice water made of from this lake ice is a prized delicacy and valued for its pure 
clean taste.  

By RB Smith 
Norton Sound Health Corporation 

identified two additional cases of 
COVID-19 this week, one in Nome 
and one in a regional village. There 
are currently four active cases in the 
region. 

The first new case is an NSHC 
employee who tested positive in a re-
gional village on Thursday, March 
25. NSHC did not release the name 
of the village but said in a press re-
lease that “the patient has not re-
cently traveled, and the source of the 
virus is unclear.” 

On Friday, NSHC sent additional 
test analyzers and a testing team to 
the village to conduct community-
wide testing over the weekend and 

this week, as well as additional doses 
of Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines for a targeted vaccination 
push.  

The patient is currently isolating, 
and no additional positives have 
been found in connection with the 
case. 

The second new case was identi-
fied on Saturday, March 27. The pa-
tient is a Nome resident who had 
recently traveled outside the region 
and tested positive after testing in ac-
cordance with the City of Nome’s 
travel mandate. The patient is cur-
rently isolating. 

Last week another 1.5 percent of 

continued on page 4

Nome and region is in the midst of a rabies epidemic
By James Mason 

Nome and the surrounding area, 
including St. Lawrence Island, is 
fighting rabies almost as hard as it is 
fighting COVID-19. The dramatic 
increase in positive rabies cases in 
foxes and dogs has brought attention 
from Alaska rabies control special-
ists who have come to Nome to help 
lower the rate of infection. “The 
state recognizes that this is an un-

usual and serious issue in Nome and 
Savoonga right now,” said Dr. Kim-
berlee Beckmen, Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game’s Wildlife Health 
Veterinarian. She gave a presentation 
via Zoom as part of the Northwest 
Campus’s Strait Science series on 
March 25.  

Because of the high level of rabies 
infection Fish and Game requested 
assistance from the National Rabies 
Management Response Program. 
Their job is to manage a wildlife dis-
ease outbreak. Several technicians 
and a rabies biologist are in Nome 
reducing the number of foxes.  

“They’re out at night dispatching 
foxes,” said Dr. Beckmen. “Every 
one of those foxes will be tested for 
rabies onsite. Then we can see what 
the underlying rate of rabies is in 
these foxes and hopefully bring this 
particular outbreak down and reduce 
the exposure level to dogs and 
people.”  Vaccinations of pets are a 
key link in battling rabies. Transmis-
sion of rabies to humans is mostly 

likely to come from pets, usually 
dogs, who’ve been infected with the 
virus by red foxes. The vaccination 
of dogs, and keeping the vaccina-
tions up to date, is of primary impor-
tance. Puppies should be vaccinated 
by 12 weeks of age and then get a 
booster shot at one year. After that a 
dog needs a booster every three 
years. It’s important to keep good 
documentation of an animal’s vacci-
nations. “Most human exposures and 
unknown exposures especially are 
from dogs,” said Dr. Beckmen. “If 
your dog stays outside and tangles 
with a rabid fox you might not know 
about it. The dog can develop rabies 
and then come into contact with a 
child or any other person. “That un-
known exposure won’t get treated 
because you didn’t know the dog 
was rabid. The foxes give the rabies 
to the dog and the dog then exposes 
people.” 

There is more than one rabies 

continued on page 4
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RED FOX— The increase in positive rabies cases has brought attention 
from Alaska rabies control specialists.



Dear Editor, 
Well, Lisa the youth cages are 

opened up again.  The Biden/Obama 
era built many cages for migrants il-
legally entering the U.S. and filled 
them to unconscionable levels and 
treatment.   Trump administration 
fighting the resist movement even-
tually against all odds from media 
and court harassment empties them 
out by stopping the unheard-of 
migration across our borders. 
Trump’s administration was called 
by you Lisa as inhumane.   After 
months of basement campaigning ril-
ing against Trump border policies 
and saying what he would do when 
elected, Biden starts with an ex-
ecutive order living up to his prom-
ise. A promise which fills and 
reopens through executive orders.   
Now not only are the cages over-
flowing, catch and release has re-

turned and we have communist third 
world style check points within our 
borders.   I will say this the border 
agents are courteous and professional 
and we had no issues passing 
through the one at the Space X facil-
ity outside Brownville, Texas and the 
other further inland north of Brown-
ville.   

Thank you, Lisa for your im-
peachment vote of a man trying to 
protect our country. 

Thanks Lisa, missiles are being 
lobbed again by North Korea.  The 
Biden/Obama administration didn’t 
know how to handle the Dictates of 
North Korea.   The lobbing of mis-
siles over Japan. Or any successful 
handling of Sanctions of North 
Korea.  Again the man you chose to 
impeach, through diplomacy got that 
stopped.   Historic meetings with 
North Korea prior meetings some of 

us old folks remember were charades 
of meetings with childish seating ar-
rangements and accomplished noth-
ing. Trump ushered in the first 
Presidency without a new armed in-
volvement.  Now Biden is having the 

world dodge North Korean missile 
launches again. Oh, by the way what 
is ISIS doing these days.  ISIS isn’t 
hopefully.  

So now how about guns?   How 
about the attack on Rural Native 

Alaskan’s hunting? It effects all our 
hunting.  TDS is a many splendid 
thing.    

Thanks Lisa. 
 Frank Henry Irelan, Nome, via 

email nsfhi@arctic.net 
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Editorial

The Nome Nugget’s submission policies: 
Letters to the Editor: The maximum length of a letter to the editor 

should be around 300-500 words. The letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. You must provide your full name and mailing address or 
email address if sent electronically to The Nome Nugget. Your name 
and mailing address/email is printed alongside your letter. Letters may 
be submitted by email to diana@nomenugget.com or mail to PO Box 
610, Nome, AK 99762. We don’t print anonymous letters unless the au-
thor is known to the Nugget and/or has reasonable fear for repercus-
sions.  We will not print material that is potentially libelous, 
discriminatory, obscene, threatening, copyrighted or promotional. We 
do not print letters that contain provable falsehoods and misinformation. 
We do not print letters written to endorse products or a political candi-
date. If you’d like to promote your for-profit product or a political can-
didate, please see our advertising rates and deadlines by contacting 
ads@nomenugget.com  

OP ED: Maximum length: 700-800 words; must reflect the opinion 
of an individual with expertise in the subject. OP ED submitted on be-
half of political parties, PACS, corporations, or signed by several people 
for or against political candidates or ballot measures are considered ads. 

Announcements: The Nome Nugget publishes obituaries, birth and 
wedding announcements as a community service free of charge. We re-
quire submissions of announcements or obituaries to be factual and fair 
as they are not independently researched by Nugget staff.

It’s in our power to be done with this pandemic. We need to get over our 
fear of needles, need to get over conspiracy theories and we need to get over 
stubborn resistance to science. Get vaccinated. And while we’re at it to protect 
us and the region from this COVID-19 pandemic, think of your pets, too. In-
oculate them against rabies, which is considered a public health threat in our 
region. 

We are fortunate enough to have more COVID-19 vaccinations at hand to 
vaccinate every adult in the region. Do your part to stem what might be 
another surge of this virus. —D.H.—

Climate Watch
By Rick Thoman 

Alaska Climate Specialist 
Alaska Center for Climate  

Assessment and Policy, UAF 
Sea ice extent in the Bering Sea 

reached the annual maximum for this 
year on March 4.  

The areal extent was only 81 per-
cent of the long-term average sea-
sonal maximum and this was the 
seventh consecutive year with the 
maximum extent less than average. 

Prior to 2015 there was no signifi-
cant long-term trend in maximum 
extent since the start of daily satellite 
ice observations in late 1978. The 
maximum was reached this year on 
March 4, more than a week earlier 
than the typical date of maximum ex-
tent. On this day the ice extended 
from Bristol Bay to south to Nunivak 
Island to just south of St. Matthew 
Island and then northwest to the Rus-
sian coast.  

Unlike 2020, the sea ice never 
came close to the Pribilof Island this 
year. The lack of ice in the central 
Bering Sea means that the water has 
been absorbing heat from the sun at 
a time of year when there would 
typically have been ice and snow-
covered ice reflecting that heat back 
into space, and this has contributed 
to persistence above normal ocean 
surface temperatures south of the ice 
edge through the winter and into the 



By Governor Mike Dunleavy 
Sixty-two years ago, Alaska 

traded its status as a territory for full 
statehood and a promise – the prom-
ise of a prosperous future grounded 
in the freedom to access and develop 
our common natural resources. 

While most know the 1959 State-
hood Act conveyed 104 million acres 
of land to our new state, the U.S. 
Constitution also automatically 
grants new states ownership of the 
“navigable waters” and submerged 
lands inside their borders. In a fron-
tier state like ours, control of the 
rivers and streams that serve as our 
commercial highways is essential to 
prosperity. 

As the decades passed, however, 
federal authorities have refused to 
acknowledge this reality. They have 
dragged Alaska through a costly, 
multi-year process – for each water-
body – to get what has been ours 
since 1959. They oppose our claims 
at every turn, ignoring procedures 
and common-sense compromises 
that could dramatically speed the 
process. 

To date, the federal government 
has only acknowledged Alaska’s 
clear title to 9 percent of the lands 
that underlie the 800,000 miles of 
navigable rivers that crisscross our 
state, and just 16 percent of the 30 
million acres underneath our navi-
gable lakes. Despite clear legal ev-
idence and repeated losses at the 
Supreme Court, they have refused to 
loosen their grip.  

This willful disregard of Alaska’s 
rights is not only wasting money, but 
is hurting real people. Alaskans have 
been ticketed and detained by federal 
officials, and even had guns drawn 
on them. Guiding businesses are told 
they can’t take clients onto sub-
merged lands, and Alaskans are pre-
vented from mooring watercraft on 
shorelines. These illegal federal re-
strictions on the use of state lands 
and waters must end. 

It is time for Alaskans to unlock 
Alaska. After decades of federal ob-
struction and delay, I am asserting 
the state’s control of the navigable 
waters and submerged lands we re-
ceived at statehood, and our right to 
manage them in Alaskans’ best inter-
ests. It is my hope federal authorities 
will abandon their strategy of litiga-
tion and delay, and instead chose to 
save millions of dollars by working 
cooperatively with the State. 

Soon, Alaskans will be able to 
visit a state website to pinpoint 
where they may freely travel. Any at-
tempt by federal authorities to issue 
citations or harass Alaskans who are 
legally using these waters will be 
met by litigation from the state of 
Alaska. Following in the path of 
John Sturgeon, who won two unani-
mous decisions before the Supreme 
Court on this very issue, the State 
will provide a legal shield to Alas-
kans for as long the Biden admin-
istration wishes to lose cases. 

I have sent the president a letter 
asserting state ownership of our 
navigable waters and submerged 
lands and expressing my intent for 
the State to exercise its authority to 
manage them under state law. I have 
also directed Natural Resources 
Commissioner Corri Feige to extend 
to Interior Secretary Deb Haaland 
and the heads of federal land man-
agement agencies an invitation to co-
operate with us to resolve this 

longstanding issue. In the meantime, 
she will insist that they cease over-
sight of these resources and refer 
users to state mangers. 

My actions are grounded on three 
clear legal principles. First, the U.S. 
Constitution’s “equal footing doc-
trine” gives the state of Alaska the 
same rights other states enjoy in con-
trolling the submerged land under-
neath rivers and lakes. Any body of 
water that was or could have been 
navigable for commercial purposes 
when we joined the Union qualifies 
under this doctrine. 

Second, the Alaska National Inter-
est Lands Conservation Act 
(ANILCA) of 1980 reserved 150 
million acres of federal land as new 
national parks, preserves, forests, or 
monuments, but specifically ex-
empted state and private water and 
land inside these areas from most 
federal regulation. 

Finally, John Sturgeon’s second 
Supreme Court victory in 2019 clar-
ified ANILCA, making it clear that 
federal regulations do not supersede 
state ownership within ANILCA-es-

tablished conservation units. It also 
rejected claims that laws affecting 
federal land in the lower 48 automat-
ically apply in Alaska, clearly ac-
knowledging our unique 
circumstances. 

For too long, we have waited for 
federal land managers to fulfill their 
duty and acknowledge that Alaskans, 
not federal bureaucrats, are the true 
owners of Alaska’s navigable waters 
and submerged lands. With the Con-
stitution, federal law, the Supreme 
Court, and common sense on our 
side, we are standing up to the fed-
eral government and asserting our 
rights to manage and use our re-
sources for recreation and commerce 
– rights that were ours at statehood. 

Alaska’s destiny lies in full own-
ership of our natural resources. 
These actions are a first step in “Un-
locking Alaska” – an initiative that I 
will continue to advance in the com-
ing months. My administration will 
not rest until Alaska has achieved the 
foundational promises of statehood, 
and every Alaskan is granted unfet-
tered access to our lands and waters. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Thursday, April 1 
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center is closed to the public.  

Richard Foster Building (Museum and Library) CLOSED  
 
*Nome Food Bank Bering and Seppala 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
*AA Meeting Nazarene Church 7:00 p.m.  

 Friday, April 2 
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center is closed to the public.  

Richard Foster Building (Museum and Library) CLOSED 
 
*COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic Nome City Hall 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
*AA Living Sober Meeting Nazarene Church 12:00 noon 
*AA Meeting Nazarene Church 7:00 p.m. 

 
Have you got a drug problem?  Narcotics Anonymous has a solution!  

NA Meeting is held on Friday night at 7 pm, at the Katirvik Cultural Center 
  Saturday, April 3 
 Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 

Nome Visitor Center is closed to the public.  
Richard Foster Building (Museum and Library) CLOSED 

 
*AA Meeting Nazarene Church 7:00 p.m.  
 

 

Sunday, April 4 
Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 

Nome Visitor Center is closed to the public.  
Richard Foster Building (Museum and Library) CLOSED  

 
*AA Meeting Nazarene Church 7:00 p.m. 
  

Monday, April 5  

 
Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 

Nome Visitor Center is closed to the public.  
Richard Foster Building (Museum and Library) CLOSED  

 
*Public Safety Advisory Commission Council Chambers 6:00 p.m. Meeting 
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
*AA Meeting Nazarene Church 7:00 p.m. 
*Al-Anon Meeting Nazarene Church 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
12 step recovery program for families and friends of alcoholics. 
 
 

Tuesday, April 6 
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center is closed to the public.  

Richard Foster Building (Museum and Library) CLOSED  
 
*Planning Commission Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. Meeting 
*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala 5:30 p.m. -  7:00 p.m. 
*AA Meeting Nazarene Church 7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, April 7
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center is closed to the public.  

Richard Foster Building (Museum and Library) CLOSED  
 
*AA Meeting Nazarene Church 7:00 p.m.

Happy Easter
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Results from our March 24  
- March 30 online poll. 

(Go to nomenugget.net in order to participate)

OP ED: Unlocking our waters

Still searching
for Gold?

Read The Nome Nugget, 
where every story hits paydirt.



While demand still exceeds 
supply in the most populated areas 
of the state, in Nome and the sur-
rounding region the opposite is true. 
Norton Sound Regional Hospital has 
enough doses of Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccine to vaccinate every adult in 
the region, but not every adult has 
chosen to accept it. 

“Vaccine hesitancy is one of our 
biggest concerns right now, in 
Alaska and nationally,” McLaughlin 
said. A January study published in 
the Journal of Community Health, 
which surveyed a wide range of 
people across the United States, 
found that just 52 percent said they 
were “very likely” they would 
choose to get the vaccine. Another 
27 percent said they were “some-
what likely,” 15 percent said they 
were “not likely,” and seven percent 
said “definitely not.” 

As of Monday, about 53 percent 
of regional residents had received at 
least one dose, according to NSHC 
Medical Director Dr. Mark Peterson. 
He says 70 to 80 percent of the re-
gion will need to be fully vaccinated 
before large group gatherings can re-
sume. 

But people’s views on vaccines 
are not static and can change through 
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Get your Nome Nugget  
fleece beanie today. 

 

 
$25/each   

 Available at The Nome Nugget office.

• Rabies 

virus. The disease has been around 
for thousands of years. Dog rabies 
has been eliminated in North Amer-
ica by vaccinating dogs. But the 
virus is endemic in Arctic foxes and 
there’s probably no way to eliminate 
it in them. They are the reservoir for 
the virus. The Siberians call it Polar 
Madness and Arctic dog disease. It is 
enzootic in the Arctic fox, which 
means it is always present at some 
low level.  

The Arctic foxes pass it on to the 
red foxes. This happens in late winter 
and early spring when the Arctic 
foxes come off the ice and encounter 
red foxes as well as dogs and other 
wildlife. Rabies has been detected in 
every month in Alaska. “I want to be 
clear that rabies is always out there,” 
said Dr. Beckmen. “It’s a constant 
risk.”  

The Arctic fox will travel extreme 
long distances, especially in winter 
when the ice is good. One fox tagged 
in Spitzbergen, Norway turned up in 
Canada. As the climate warms the 
red foxes have moved farther north, 
as have other animals. This brings 
them more frequently into contact 
with the Arctic foxes, with whom 
they compete. All mammals are sus-
ceptible to the rabies virus and there 
are documented cases of lynx, rein-
deer, caribou, river otters and wolve-
rines testing positive for rabies. But 
the primary threat to humans comes 
from the red fox. Three human 
deaths from rabies have been 

recorded in Alaska. However, many 
people have been successfully 
treated for exposure to the virus.  

Vaccination is compulsory for 
dogs and cats. Alaska is the only 
state which allows lay vaccinators. A 
non-vet can vaccinate the animal and 
it will be valid. The state also has an 
excellent system of reporting fox to 
dog interactions which can lead to 
rabies. When a person is exposed the 
state can treat that individual with a 
post-exposure prophylaxis. “The 
post-exposure vaccine works great,” 
said Dr. Beckmen. “It’s a series of 
vaccines, but not like it used to be. 
You get three shots in the arm.” In 
the past the post-exposure vaccine 
included 18 painful injections into 
the stomach. Pre-exposure vaccina-
tion is also an option for those who 
risk being exposed to the virus, such 
was wildlife biologists.  

According to Dr. Beckmen, rabies 
is cyclical and will peak every three 
to five years. About every ten years 
there’s a larger, more widespread 
outbreak. She described the current 
outbreak in Nome as “remarkable.” 

 In 2021 there have been ten pos-
itive cases in foxes in the region. 
This is caused by an increase in the 
fox populations. “We know there are 
more foxes around, more chances for 
transmission, because there’s more 
contact,” she said. “And there are 
more young foxes with no anti-
bodies. They’ve never been exposed 
before, don’t have any immunity. It 
seems that in Nome the virus is cir-
culating within the resident red fox 

population,” she said. A number of 
factors can bring the foxes into con-
tact with dogs and humans. When 
there is a lot of food available, easy 
scavenging, they breed more. There 
are a lot of dogs living outside so the 
foxes coming around for easy food 
make contact with the dogs.  

Rabies appears in two different 
forms. “Furious rabies” affects the 
brain and the infected animal will at-
tack inanimate objects like rocks. 
They attack anything that moves and 
display no fear of people at all. In 
wolves, lynx and coyotes a face full 
of porcupine quills can indicate 
rabies. The infected animal will at-
tack a porcupine incessantly simply 
because it is moving. The other vari-
ant of the virus is “dumb rabies.” The 
animal acts blind, doesn’t appear to 
be aware of its surroundings. It may 
walk in circles. The virus affects the 
swallowing reflex and this stimulates 
the production of saliva, which is the 
primary agent of transmission. The 
animal foams at the mouth. A bite ex-
poses the victim to the saliva and the 
virus it contains.  

If one encounters a fox displaying 
rabies-like behavior what should 
they do? “First of all you want to 
protect yourself,” said Dr. Beckmen. 
“Get out of the area, call local au-
thorities. You can dispatch the fox 
right away if it’s a clear threat.” It’s 
legal to protect human health. “If you 
do kill a fox you’ve still got to report 
it right away. Make sure to turn in the 
carcass so it can be sent to the lab 
and tested for rabies and disposed of 

properly.” 
“If there’s a bite wound you need 

to protect people and pets from 
further attack,” said Dr. Beckmen. 
“Kill the attacking fox. Don’t shoot 
it in the head if possible but do what 
you can to stop the attack. Kill that 
animal. We can still detect rabies in 
a fox that’s been shot in the head, we 
just can’t rule out rabies. We can’t be 
certain of a negative test.” If rabies 
can’t be ruled out the bite victim will 
have to undergo treatment. 

Dr. Beckmen stressed the impor-
tance of washing the wound. “Wash 
it thoroughly with soap and water, 
and then flush it with one percent io-
dine if possible,” she said. Cleaning 
the wound can reduce the risk of con-
tracting rabies by 85 percent. “Wash 
out the virus and the saliva. Call for 
medical care and they will take the 
next step.”  

“If you are called on to submit a 
specimen you want to protect your-
self,” said Dr. Beckmen. “Typically 
just the head is what they want 
shipped in. You want to wear gloves 
and protect your face because splash-
ing or getting any of the brain tissue 
into your nose or your mouth could 
also cause an exposure. Wear face 
protection, eye protection, and cloth-
ing that can be laundered or decon-
taminated. It’s important to send in 
the proper documentation. Forms are 
available at the State of Alaska De-
partment of Health and Social Serv-
ices website.”  

The Department of Epidemiology 
is tasked with making sure anybody 

who might have been exposed is 
contacted. They coordinate what is to 
be done and if necessary arrange the 
post-exposure prophylaxis treatment. 
They also assess the status of the dog 
if there was one involved. They 
check the vaccination status of the 
pet to determine whether it can be 
quarantined or must be euthanized. If 
the dog is current it will get a rabies 
booster shot and be quarantined for 
45 days. “If it has never been vacci-
nated it would have to be quarantined 
for six months with no risk of any 
human contact,” said Dr. Beckmen. 
“That is very difficult to do. That is 
not the preferred option.” 

The disposal of potentially in-
fected fox remains can be problem-
atic. It’s important that they not be 
dumped outdoors where other foxes 
might prey on them. The remains 
should be buried or burned. It’s im-
portant that the remains not be scav-
enged. One way to dispose of a body 
is to bag it and put it into a barrel to 
rot.  

It’s important to remove fox at-
tractors. Garbage must be secured 
and pet food should not be left lying 
around outside. Dog yards should be 
fenced to keep children out as well as 
foxes.  

Wildlife biologists are considering 
an oral vaccine to bring the rabies 
numbers down in the periphery 
around Nome. The oral vaccine can-
not be used in freezing temperatures 
so it has never been tried here.  
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• Two new cases

regional residents received their first 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine, accord-
ing to NSHC Medical Director Dr. 
Mark Peterson. The region is cur-
rently about 53 percent vaccinated. 

On Monday, Bering Air an-
nounced that they will no longer re-
quire a negative test from passengers 
before traveling from Nome to re-
gional villages if the traveler is fully 
vaccinated. To prove vaccination, 
travelers should show their CDC 
vaccination card or a letter or email 
from NSHC confirming the date of 
their vaccination. 

Dr. Peterson said NSHC would 
replace lost cards for free, and that a 
photograph or digital copy of the 
card would work just as well. He 
also said NSHC was working on get-
ting the region’s vaccination data 
into the state’s new VacTrAK system 
as an alternate way to show vaccina-
tion. 

The unvaccinated, or those less 
than two weeks from their second 
dose, still need to show proof of a 
negative COVID test taken in Nome 
before boarding a Bering Air flight 
to a village. However, they will now 
be allowed to wait in the Bering Air 
lobby while they wait for their neg-
ative result. 

Dr. Peterson also said new CDC 
guidance about testing for vaccinated 

people would be forthcoming in the 
next week, and that the City of Nome 
would likely change its testing man-
date for incoming travelers as a re-
sult. While the details of the new 
rules have not been released, he said 
certain groups of fully vaccinated 
people may not be required to test 
upon entering Nome. Vaccinated 
travelers already don’t have to quar-
antine for seven days after flying into 
the region. 

On a Tuesday conference call, Dr. 
Peterson said NSHC had ordered 
another 200 doses of the single-dose 
vaccine made by Johnson & 
Johnson, which are scheduled to ar-
rive either this week or next. 

The J&J vaccine has been more 
popular than the Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccine in the region in recent 
weeks, and while supplies are cur-
rently low, Dr. Peterson hoped that 
by late April or early May the J&J 
vaccine should be readily available 
in all regional communities. 

Alaska’s new case counts con-
tinue to hover in the 100 to 200 per 
day range, mostly in Anchorage, the 
Mat-Su Valley, Fairbanks and the Y-
K Delta. There have been 62,248 
total cases reported by the state as of 
Tuesday, including 1,381 hospital-
ization and 313 deaths. 

In the Nome, Bering Strait and 
Norton Sound region, there have 
been 329 cases, six hospitalizations 
and no deaths.

continued from page 1

• Vaccination 
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Photo courtesy NSHC/Reba Lean 
GETTING THE SHOT - Shaina Soonagrook, a community health aide 
in Savoonga, received her first dose of the Pfizer vaccine from physician 
assistant Steve Albrich in January.



targeted education and answering 
specific questions. “One of the things 
that we’re seeing is the idea of ‘Get-
ting back to normal’ is really moti-
vating a lot of people,” McLaughlin 
said. He focuses on that in his state-
wide messaging, along with a host of 
additional benefits: Vaccines produce 
better immunity than natural infec-
tion, they don’t cost any money and 
they have been scientifically proven 
to be safe. 

He also emphasizes how minimal 
the drawbacks are. While some dis-
comfort for a few days after the shot 
is normal, it’s never life threatening. 
Just under five in a million patients 
suffer an allergic reaction, he said, 
but the vast majority of those patients 
recover quickly after an epinephrine 
shot, which is on hand at all vaccina-
tion sites. 

So far, almost 50 million Ameri-
cans are fully vaccinated and none 
have died from the vaccine. Mean-
while, COVID infection has killed 
almost two percent of known cases 
in the United States: More than 
549,000 people, according to Johns 
Hopkins University. 

Most importantly, the vaccines 
work. The two vaccines readily 
available in the region, made by 
Pfizer and Moderna, reduce a per-
son’s chances of catching COVID by 
more than 90 percent. The third, 
made by Johnson & Johnson, is not 
far behind. The small percentage of 
vaccinated people who do get in-

fected only get mild symptoms. 
That’s the part that NSHC’s Dr. Pe-
terson likes to emphasize – he 
pointed out that the big concern 
about the virus, the reason the world 
shut down last spring, was fear that 
it would kill or debilitate large 
swaths of the population. 

“The benefit of the vaccine is that 
the risk of death from COVID is 
about as close to zero as it can be,” 
Dr. Peterson said. While doctors can 
never “guarantee” the outcome of 
any medicine, “the risk of severe dis-
ease and death from COVID, it goes 
away,” he said. 

He added that getting vaccinated 
comes with a number of everyday 
advantages as well. Vaccinated 
people don’t have to quarantine after 
traveling from outside the region, 
and no longer have to show proof of 
a negative test before flying to a vil-
lage community on Bering Air. 

On top of that, “if you come into 
contact with someone with COVID, 
you don’t have to quarantine, you 
don’t have to test, you don’t have to 
do anything,” he said. “And that’s 
huge.” 

Before, when there was a positive 
case in the region, they would often 
have close contacts in two or three 
other households, sometimes with 
five to ten people per household, Dr. 
Peterson said. All those households 
would then have to go into quaran-
tine, and one case would often lead 
to multiple others, possibly even 
starting an outbreak. 

Recently though, most positive 

cases’ close contacts have been vac-
cinated, so there hasn’t been a high 
risk of infection. Peterson said a few 
unvaccinated close contacts have had 
to go into quarantine, but ever since 
vaccines have become widespread, 
positive cases have been one-off oc-
currences that haven’t lead to ad-
ditional cases and outbreaks. 

“The next piece that we’re having 
discussions on is a reduction in the 
amount of testing needed for those 
who are fully vaccinated,” Dr. Peter-
son said. The details haven’t been 
worked out, but the plan is to require 
less testing for certain vaccinated 
groups in accordance with upcoming 
recommendations from the Centers 
for Disease Control. 

So how do health organizations 
spread information about the benefits 
of being vaccinated? Dr. McLaugh-
lin said it all comes down to thought-
fully responding to concerns on a 
person-by-person basis. 

McLaughlin brought up one re-
cent Science ECHO, where a woman 
said she didn’t want the vaccine be-
cause she was concerned about the 
size of the needle. Alaska Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Anne Zink 
stepped aside and brought out an ac-
tual COVID-19 vaccine needle, 
showing the woman how small it 
was, and she signed up to get vacci-
nated that same day. 

“All of us who are immersed in 
this understand the importance of it, 
but for the person who’s not im-
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SIGNING UP — Joey Annogiyuk and Miriam Toolie register to receive the Pfizer vaccine at the Savoonga 
clinic in January.

• Vaccination 

Get ready to dial ten 
digits

By James Mason 
Calling your next-door neighbor 

to ask her to send the kids home will 
soon require adding the 907 area 
code to the number called.  

Last July, the Federal Communi-
cations Commission approved the 
designation of 988 as the 3-digit di-
aling code for the National Suicide 
Prevention and Mental Health Crisis 
Lifeline. All telecommunications 
carriers are required to make changes 
so that dialing 988 gets you to the 
suicide help line. That will take ef-
fect on July 16, 2022. Until then one 
will dial 1-800-273-TALK to get the 
hotline. Beginning on April 21 we’re 
are asked to use the 907 area code for 
all local calls. If the area code is left 
out the call will still be completed. 
This is called the “permissive dialing 
period,” a sort of introduction to the 
change. But on Oct. 24, 2021 the 
area code must be part of the number 
or the call won’t go through and the 
caller will be requested to hang up 
and dial again. The change applies to 
landlines, cell phones and VoIP sys-
tems. VoIP means Voice over Inter-
net Protocol. Skype, for example, is 
a VoIP. There will be no change in 
calling charges.   

Once the 988 number for the sui-
cide hotline goes into effect on July 
16, 2022, calls will be taken in Eng-
lish and in 160 other languages. The 
Center for Disease Control and Pre-

vention reports the suicide rate in the 
USA has increased by 35 percent 
from 1999 to 2018. Suicide is now 
the tenth leading cause of death, 
claiming the lives of 48,000 Ameri-
cans in 2018, the most recent year 
for which statistics on suicide are 
compiled. Suicide claims more lives 
than traffic accidents and twice as 
many as homicide. Certain pop-
ulations are disproportionately af-
fected. Alaska’s age-adjusted suicide 
rate of 25.3 deaths per 100,000 is the 
highest in the USA. The rate for 
Alaska Natives was 41.2 deaths per 
100,000. Rates are highest in rural 
areas and especially in northwest 
Alaska. 

Seven-digit calling isn’t going 
away for everybody. Only area codes 
which include 988 as a prefix will 
have to switch to ten-digit dialing. 
That includes 82 area codes in 32 
states that currently permit 7-digit 
local dialing and contain telephone 
numbers with the 988 prefix. In 
Alaska 988 is the prefix for Juneau.  

The North American Numbering 
Plan Administrator (NANPA), the 
federal agency which oversees dial-
ing codes, advises telephone users to 
check websites, personal and busi-
ness stationery, advertising materi-
als, business and personal checks, 
pet ID tags, and any other contact in-
formation to insure the full ten-digit 
code is given.   

SAR locate missing 
snowmachiners

By RB Smith 
Last Tuesday, March 23, Bryan 

Weyouvanna and Corey Ningeulook 
got caught in a storm as they were 
traveling by snowmachine from 
Nome to Brevig Mission. Search and 
Rescue teams from Brevig Mission 
and Teller went out in search of 
them, and they were eventually 
found safe near Teller. 

Alaska State Troopers in Nome 
received a call from an SOS beacon 
at approximately 5:03 p.m., accord-
ing to a dispatch from AST. They 
called Search and Rescue teams in 
Nome, Teller and Brevig Mission, 
and the Teller and Brevig Mission 
teams went out in the snowstorm to 
find the travelers, according to Nome 
Fire and Ambulance Chief Jim West 
Jr. 

A few hours after the distress call 
was received, Teller Search and Res-
cue found the two missing travelers. 
Ningeulook was at the Ten Mile 
Cabin near Teller, and Weyouvanna 
was hunkered down with his snow-

machine about a mile east of the 
cabin, West said. 

The Nome team was on hold be-
cause of the weather, West said. “We 
were getting ready to launch, but be-
fore we launched they had found 
them, so there was no need for us to 
go.” Both Ningeulook and Wey-
ouvanna were unhurt. 

Also last Tuesday, Stebbins 
Search and Rescue responded to a re-
port of two missing individuals 
around 9:00 p.m. The two were 
safely located and no one was hurt. 

Last Tuesday saw a major snow-
storm that halted travel throughout 
much of the region, followed by 
another storm on Sunday. Another 
large snowstorm is expected to hit 
this Friday. 

Those traveling by snowmachine 
are advised to make sure others 
know when and where they are trav-
eling. They are also encouraged take 
along warm clothes, emergency 
supplies and an SOS beacon if they 
have one.

continued on page 6
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Floral Shop
120 West 1st Avenue   •   PH: 907.443.6800

Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm   •   Saturday 10am - 4pm  •  CLOSED on Sunday

Contemporary and traditional fresh flower arrangements by Trinh’s.
Birthdays, Weddings, Funerals and more.

Delivery in town and surrounding villages.

Coffee Shop
Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm 

Saturday hours may change, so
please call first! Closed on Sunday!

NOW SERVING KALADI
BROTHERS COFFEE

U.S. Army announces Arctic strategy
By James Mason 

Last week the U.S. Army released 
a document detailing strategy for im-
proving operations in the Arctic. The 
48-page paper is titled “Regaining 
Arctic Dominance” and addresses 
the competition in the far north with 
Russia and China. “The United 
States is an Arctic nation,” it states 
right off. The Army is responsible for 
providing Arctic-capable forces to 
defend any threat to the region. “Ad-
ditionally, the Army will adapt in 
order to win in Arctic and other chal-
lenging conditions,” reads the doc-
ument. “The actions and areas of 
analysis identified in this strategy lay 
out a plan to begin that effort.” 

The primary objectives, as laid 
out in the plan, are to establish a two-
star headquarters with specifically 
trained and equipped combat bri-
gades. Also, to improve material 
readiness of Arctic-capable units, to 
improve individual and collective 
training in mountainous and high-al-
titude environments, and to improve 
the quality of life for soldiers, civil-
ians, and families living and working 
in the Arctic region.  

The Pentagon has been concerned 
with the activities of China and Rus-
sia in the Arctic. The incident of 
American cod fishermen finding 
themselves in the middle of Russian 
war games in the Bering Sea last fall 
was undoubtedly a wake-up call for 
the military brass. The Navy released 
its Arctic strategy in January and the 
Air Force did the same last summer.  

“Many of our competitors are fo-
cused on the Arctic, and also many 
of our allies and partners are con-
cerned about that competition,” said 
Army Chief of Staff Gen. James 
McConville. “Working together with 
our allies and partners is very, very 
important. We do have interests there 
and like everything else, we need to 

protect our interests.”  
Russia is building up defenses by 

refurbishing cold war era abandoned 
airfields and building new bases and 
a network of defenses. Major indus-
trial development in previously inac-
cessible areas contributes to a more 
robust Arctic infrastructure in Rus-
sia.  

China looks to gain access to Arc-
tic resources and especially sea 
routes. The increasing practicality of 
the Northern Sea Route is of great 
advantage to Chinese shipping.  

“The Arctic is simultaneously an 
arena of competition, a line of attack 
in conflict, a vital area holding many 
of our nation’s natural resources and 
a platform for global power projec-
tion,” states the Army document. 
“The Army is committed to defend-
ing our Arctic interests.”  

According to the Army there are 
four drivers of great power competi-
tion in the Arctic. They are military 
developments, energy resources and 
materials, transportation and food se-
curity. The Army believes Russian 
military developments to be the main 
driver of competition. China sees the 
Arctic, along with space and the 
seabed, as the new strategic frontiers 
and describe “undetermined sov-
ereignty” as a significant factor.  

The Artic is, by most estimates, 
home to 13 percent of the world’s oil, 
30 percent of the world’s natural gas 
and has huge deposits of critical 
metals. There are also diamonds and 
rare earth metals, many of them im-
portant in cutting edge technology.  

The loss of sea ice, which is pre-
dicted to continue to decrease, means 
new sea routes are open. These new 
routes cut travel time between Asia 
and Europe and avoid traditional 
chokepoints such as the Suez Canal, 
which was recently blocked by a 
large container ship stuck sideways, 

causing billions of dollars in eco-
nomic loss to global trade.  

The Army’s plan is to train, equip 
and organize with the objective of 
being able to prevail in the Arctic. A 
rejuvenated capability in extreme 
cold weather, mountainous and high-
altitude environments will include 
the Army Reserve and the National 
Guard. In the document, the Army 
also recognizes the knowledge in-
digenous groups can contribute as 
valuable. “They know the environ-
ment, wildlife, and terrain better than 
anyone,” the document says. “Learn-
ing this information from them will 
be valuable in understanding how to 
not only survive, but to train and 
thrive in the Arctic and in other ex-
treme cold weather and mountainous 
environments.”  

The Army mentions material 
readiness as making sure that equip-
ment works at low temperatures. 
Unit training will stress mental and 
physical toughness for operating in 
cold conditions. Special Operations 
Command is pursuing technology for 
commandos, who deploy in the Arc-
tic.  

In 2015 Alaska Governor Bill 
Walker proposed re-activating a 
force of “Alaska Scouts.” The Army 
is now considering the valuable con-
tribution local indigenous troops can 
make in environmental expertise, 
considering they’ve lived in the Arc-
tic for over 10,000 years, and also in 
situational awareness in support of 
conventional forces.  

The Army’s document does not 
mention infrastructure or a timetable 
for implementing the new policy. 
Two other strategy papers are sched-
uled to be released by the Army, ac-
cording to Gen. McConville. One is 
on great power competition and the 
other on multi-domain transfor-
mation. 

• Vaccination 

mersed in it, it’s amazing how much 
somebody sitting down with them 
and answering their questions helps,” 
Dr. Peterson said. 

He pointed to Stebbins as a prime 
example, where a 17 percent vacci-
nation rate has jumped to 49 percent 
after local health aides and midlevel 
providers went door to door visiting 
with residents and addressing their 
concerns. While Stebbins is still 
below the regional average, Peterson 
hoped that persistent education ef-
forts would keep convincing people 
to get the shot. 

“We have some stragglers, and 
we’re going to do more of the same, 
which is focusing attention on those 
villages that are struggling a little bit 
with their numbers and sending per-
sonnel that will spend time there and 
visit with people,” he said. 

He added that the other major fac-
tor in getting people vaccinated is 
convenience. While vaccines are 
available for walk-ins at the Nome 
hospital, most village clinics don’t 

have unclaimed doses on hand be-
cause the Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines can only survive for five days 
in the refrigerator. They also require 
two doses delivered at specific inter-
vals, another potentially discourag-
ing factor. 

The newest approved vaccine, 
made by Johnson & Johnson, may 
change that. It’s a single-dose vac-
cine that can survive in the fridge for 
up to three months. While supply is 
currently limited, production is in-
creasing rapidly. Dr. Peterson said 
the region would likely have a sur-
plus of J&J vaccine by the end of 
April or beginning of May. 

At that point, regional residents 
will be able to walk into any village 
clinic and get their shot then and 
there, instead of having to call ahead 
and order doses from Nome. Dr. Pe-
terson also mentioned J&J vaccine 
may be available at the airport for in-
coming travelers and at other gath-
ering spots around Nome. “When 
there’s a surplus and every village 
clinic has it sitting in the fridge, 
that’s really when I think our rates of 
vaccination will go up,” he said.  

He added that a shot for children 
ages 12 and up is anticipated in May 
or June. “And that’s a big segment of 
our entire population, so we’ll have 
a big jump in our percentage then 
too,” he said. 

In the meantime, though, he en-
couraged regional residents to stay 
vigilant. “We’re not there yet. Fifty 
percent is not 80 percent,” he said. 
Until that high vaccination bench-
mark is reached, people will still 
need to wear masks, social distance 
in public  and avoid large gatherings. 

And those who haven’t decided to 
take the shot yet should educate 
themselves from credible sources 
and learn about the safety and effec-
tiveness of the vaccine. Those with 
questions or concerns are encour-
aged to tune in to state ECHOs, 
which can be accessed online 
through dhss.alaska.gov or through 
the Alaska DHSS Facebook page. 

Regional residents are also en-
couraged to call into NSHC’s daily 
conference call with any questions or 
concerns. The call is held at 11 a.m. 
Monday through Thursday at 1-800-
315-6338, access code 03286.

continued from page 5

Dangerous seas may 
diminish average size 
of returning Chinooks 

FAIRBANKS, UAF—Older 
Chinook salmon may die in the 
ocean more often than previously 
thought, according to a life cycle 
simulation created by Alaska re-
searchers. Newly released results 
help explain why Chinook salmon 
returning to Alaska’s rivers have 
become smaller and younger in re-
cent years. 

In a study published in the jour-
nal PLOS ONE, researchers at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
found that a higher-than-expected 
death rate of older Chinook sal-
mon while at sea would explain 
the patterns observed in recent 
years. If older salmon are in fact 
dying at unexpected rates, the phe-
nomenon may reflect sharks and 
other predators targeting bigger 
salmon, they said. 

Scientists generally have as-
sumed young ocean salmon face 
the greatest risk because they are 
vulnerable to nearshore preda-
tors.  “We are not saying that is 
wrong,” said lead author Kaitlyn 
Manishin, a biologist with the 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game. “But we want to add that 
there still can be significant forces 
acting on the population, espe-
cially on age structure, during the 
third ocean year.” 

Manishin, a UAF College of 
Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 
alumna, co-authored the study 
with CFOS faculty members Andy 
Seitz, Curry Cunningham and 
Peter Westley.  

“The evidence is that, in more 
recent times, it has gotten riskier 
for fish that spend more time in the 
ocean. This work is showing that 
a real critical bottleneck period 
seems to be at ocean-age three,” 
said Westley.  

Chinook salmon spend the first 
year of their life in freshwater, 
then migrate to the ocean for two 
to five years. 

Like other species of Pacific 
salmon, Chinook return to fresh-
water to reproduce and die. Some 
Yukon River Chinook swim 2,000 
miles back to their natal streams. 
Their massive summer spawning 
migration has been part of the wa-
tershed’s cultural and ecological 
history for millennia.  

Today, fewer Chinook salmon 
are returning to the rivers to 
spawn, and those that do are 
smaller and younger than they 
used to be. Smaller fish make 
fewer eggs, which can reduce pop-
ulations. People have to catch 
more fish to feed themselves. In 
commercial fisheries, each fish is 
worth less. 

The study’s co-authors used a 
life cycle model to test the hypoth-
esis that late-stage marine mortal-
ity is affecting age structure — the 
proportion of a population at var-
ious ages. They used data from the 
Salcha River, a tributary east of 
Fairbanks and the largest producer 
of Chinook in the Yukon River 

continued on page 7



By RB Smith 
With the inherent challenges 

of remoteness and lack of medi-
cal infrastructure, pediatric den-
tistry in regional villages is a 
challenge even in normal times. 
With the pandemic, it’s become 
even more challenging. 

Dr. Christine Roalofs is a pe-
diatric dentist living in Wisconsin 
who travels to the region every 
few months to take care of kids’ 
teeth. She works with everyone 
from babies to third graders. 

“We typically get a week in 
each village,” she said. “My job 
is to take care of those kids, as 
much of their needs as I can, dur-
ing that week.” 

Usually, she comes up for 
three-week stints and visits three 
villages each time. The first cou-
ple days are usually routine 
checkups, and then later in the 
week she’ll perform whatever 
small procedures she can in the 
clinic. 

She also refers a number of 
children – maybe six to eight a 
year, in a bigger village – to go to 
Anchorage for more involved 
procedures, where they can go 
under general anesthesia. 

Even in the best of times, it 
gets busy. “In a typical week in a 
bigger clinic, we might have 100 
kids we need to see, and we have 
five days,” Dr. Roalofs said. 
Travel can also get tricky, and 
planes are regularly delayed be-
cause of bad weather. Just last 
week, Dr. Roalofs’ trip to Steb-
bins was halted due to the bliz-

zard that hit the region. 
When the pandemic hit last 

spring, it threw a massive wrench 
in the system. April visits were 
called off entirely, and visits in 
September and November had to 
be rerouted because of village 
outbreaks. 

Most villages get a visit from 
a pediatric dentist once every six 
months, but “Stebbins now is 18 
months without us,” Dr. Roalofs 
said. “Usually, it’s kind of the 
same time every year, but Steb-
bins had the big outbreak when I 
was here in the fall.” St. Michael, 
another village she’s traveling to 
this month, hasn’t been seen 
since last January. 

Once she’s there, the process 
also looks very different. Only 
one family is allowed in the 
clinic at a time, and everything – 
down to the waiting room chairs 
– needs to get wiped down and 
sanitized before the next family 
comes in. 

“Now instead of doing a day 
and a half of all these exams 
where kids are overlapping, we 
have to spend way more time 
cleaning between families,” Dr. 
Roalofs said. “There are only so 
many you can do in a day.” 

Everyone visiting the clinic 
also needs to get a negative 
COVID test, which takes a mini-
mum of fifteen minutes and are 
only good for 72 hours, which 
can make returning later in the 
week for a procedure an issue. 

In the fall, she started seeing 
families in blocks, checking up 

on all the siblings at once and 
doing whatever operations she 
needs to right after the exams, to 
cut down on cleaning and testing 
time. 

Still, she said the fall was un-
usually busy. In some instances, 
she and her team worked through 
the weekends to see every family. 
“Last fall, we just didn’t take a 
day off,” she said. “We needed 
that extra time in the fall to take 
care of the kids, and that worked 
well enough.” 

Sending families or kids to 
Anchorage was another issue, 
since travel was made more dif-
ficult by the pandemic. Flying to 
and from villages was compli-
cated by testing and quarantine 
requirements, and many families 
were uneasy going to Anchorage 
where case numbers were much 
higher. 

“There were many parents 
who didn’t not want to travel. 
They said, ‘Do what you can 
here,’” Dr. Roalofs said. She 
ended up only sending around 
one kid per village to Anchorage. 
That made her job even more 
busy, since she ended up per-
forming more complex proce-
dures than she would in a normal 
visit. 

This time around, though, with 
vaccines widespread in many re-
gional communities, she hopes 
things will be a little different. “I 
think we’ll all be a lot more re-
laxed. And I think we’ll have 
some parents now that aren’t as 
fearful of the travels to Anchor-

age,” she said. 
She’s also gained more experi-

ence working with all the testing 
and cleaning requirements. She’s 
come up with a new scheduling 
system to fit more kids in, and 
said her first two days in Steb-
bins, the first village she’ll be 
visiting, were already booked up. 

She was supposed to fly from 
Nome to Stebbins on Monday 
but couldn’t get out until Tuesday 
because of bad weather. While 
that can add another complicat-
ing factor to her already compli-
cated work, she said most people 
living and working in regional 
villages are used to weather de-
lays and can take it in stride. 

One long-term worry Dr. Roa-
lofs had was that the closure of 
schools would lead to more den-
tal issues down the road. It’s an 
issue she’s seen all over the 
United States. “Constant grazing 
is so much worse for the teeth,” 
she said. “When we snack at 

home, we can make more cav-
ities.” 

Thankfully, though, the re-
gion’s low case numbers have 
meant that many schools could 
be at least partially in person 
through the fall. With the vaccine 
widely available and no village 
outbreaks, the spring has seen 
practically no school closures at 
all. 

Dr. Roalofs said she was 
thankful to be working in a re-
gion where COVID-19 case 
numbers were so low and testing 
so available. Her colleagues in 
the Lower 48 would love to test 
every kid before they got them in 
their chair, she said.  

“I feel, up here, I’m less ex-
posed to the virus. We have a 
better handle on it here,” she 
said. “I’m happy to be up here 
doing dentistry and not back in 
Wisconsin, for sure.”
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Youth Wellness Program
• NEC Tribally-Enrolled Youth have the opportunity 
   to apply to receive a 15-visit punch card for the 
   Nome Rec Center or Nome Swimming Pool. 
 
•  How to apply:  Starting April 9, 2021 parents can call 
   Keegan at 443-9101 and request a punch card for their 
   child. Passes are first come first serve and limited up to 
   2/household. A waiting list is available for additional 
   family members in case NEC has extra passes. 
 
•  How to receive passes: Once approved you will be  
  notified to arrange pick up at our NEC main building  
  located at 200 West 5th Ave. 

 
Questions? Call: Keegan Bourdon at 

(907) 443-9101 
Or email: keegan.bourdon@necalaska.org 

Village dentistry complicated by COVID pandemic

watershed. 
Life cycle models are based on 

previous research. When simu-
lated results do not reflect nature, 
scientists add new information. In 
this case, increasing the model’s 
natural mortality among Chinook 
at ocean-age three produced re-
sults that most closely reflected 
real-life returns to the spawning 
ground.  

If older Chinook are dying in 

the ocean, Seitz may have an ex-
planation.  

“Visual predators look for the 
oddball, and when Chinook reach 
age three they are bigger than the 
other species, so predators can 
focus on them,” he said.  

Seitz’s research with tagged 
Chinook has shown that many of 
them end up in the bellies of sal-
mon sharks, which share the Be-
ring Sea with Chinook salmon. 
Other studies have documented 
killer whales eating larger Chi-

nook salmon in the North Pacific 
Ocean. 

“For 20 years, we have been 
trying to figure out what is going 
on with Chinook salmon,” Seitz 
said. “We have looked at bycatch. 
We have looked at fishing. We 
have looked at environmental 
drivers. But people had not been 
considering mortality of older in-
dividuals with particular reference 
to predation.” 

 
 

• Dangerous seas 
continued from page 6

Nanook Basketball season end on a positive note
By James Mason 

Nome’s two varsity basketball 
teams went to the state tournament in 
Palmer this past week and returned 
home with a satisfying end to a sea-
son which began on a tentative note 
and gained steam as time went on.  

Both Nanook teams had only a 
handful of games under their belt and 
found themselves up against oppo-
nents who’d played many more 
tough games. As the warriors of an-
cient Sparta would say, “The Na-
nooks came home with their 
shields.” They played well to the last 
buzzer. 

Coach Brooks Fry’s Lady Nanook 
team of young players lost both their 
games at the state tourney but battled 
all the way. The team loses three sen-
iors this year and a great bunch of 
sophomores and juniors will be re-
turning. “It was an interesting sea-
son,” said Coach Fry. “We played 
only four games against Kotzebue.” 
The team’s seed was determined on 
those four games. They played 2A 
Unalakleet four games, played the 
JV boys a couple of times, and 
played alumnae. 

“Any time you get a chance to go 
down to the big March Madness 
event it’s a good time,” said Fry. “It 
was a little different than in past 
years, taking place at four different 
locations in the Mat-Su Valley. Non-

etheless it was a lot of fun. Just 
knowing it was the state tournament 
means a lot. The girls played one of 
their best games of the year in the 
first round game against Monroe. We 
put together a real good game against 
them.” 

The boys varsity met Delta in 
their first game at state and won deci-
sively. In the semi-final they faced 
eventual state champs Monroe and 
lost. “I thought we competed very 
well with them,” said Nanook head 
coach Pat Callahan. “There was no 
consolation game. In a normal year 
we would have played Mt. Edge-
cumbe for third place.” 

The Nanooks faced a Monroe 
team that had over 20 games before 
the tournament started. “I think it 
takes a team in a season 16 to 17 
games and all of a sudden you figure 
out ‘OK, this is who we are,’” said 
Callahan. “’This is what we can do 
and what we can’t do.’ We had nine 
games. We were still discovering 
things about our team. Monroe had 
25 games in.”  

“I think we did great and really 
battled,” said the coach. “The final 
score doesn’t look as close as it was. 
We were always about 10 or 11 
down. But we competed. Everybody 
felt like our team did a good job of 
not backing down and not rolling 
over for them. It was good experi-

ence for us. I hate to talk next year 
too much because this year has just 
happened. We only lose one player. I 
think we got a lot better at that tour-
nament.”  

 
Quarter Finals Boys 
Nome defeated Delta 67-39: Hay-

lon O’Conner 10, Jade Greene 6, 
Stephan Anderson 19, Dawson 
Schaeffer 19, Caden Hanebuth 6, 
Richard Cross 7. Dawson Schaeffer 
sank 9 of 10 free throws. 

 
Semi-Final 
Nome lost to Monroe Catholic 33-

50: 12 for Dawson Schaeffer, 11 for 
Stephan Anderson, 5 for Caden 
Hanebuth, 2 for Richard Cross, 3 for 
Haylon O’Conner. Monroe Catholic 
went on to take the championship. 

 
Girls Quarter final 
Monroe Catholic 64 Nome Beltz 

39: Macey Witrosky 12, Aralye Lie 
3, Claire Fry 6, Della Medlin 7, Kait-
lyn Johnson 2, Natallie Tobuk 2, Kel-
lie Miller 7.   

 
Consolation game 
Kenai Central 43 Nome Beltz 29: 

Macey Witrosky 8, Georgianna Us-
taszewski 3, Aralye Lie 2, Della 
Medlin 8, Natallie Tobuk 8.  

 
 

 
  

  
 

Photo by James Mason 
LADY NANOOKS— The Lady Nanooks went into the state champion-
ship games with only four games against Kotzebue under their belt. Here 
Kellie Miller gets by a Kotzebue player, in a game held in Nome. 
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Previous Puzzle Answers

CLUES ACROSS 
 1. Volcanic crater 
 5. Long times 
10. Swedish rock group 
14. Having the means to do 
something 
15. Rods or spindles 
16. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood 
17. Missing soldiers 
18. Measuring instrument 
19. All of the components consid-
ered individually 
20. Play “__ Irish Rose” 
22. Gene 
23. Barrels 
24. London-based soccer team 
27. Feline 
30. Breed of sheep 
31. Body part 
32. Doctors’ group 
35. One who follows the rules 
37. Cigarette residue 
38. Ancient Greek sophist 
39. Polish yeast cakes 
40. Promotional materials 
41. Pancakes made from buck-
wheat flour 
42. Completed perfectly 
43. Photo 
44. A peninsula in SW Asia 
45. The common gibbon 
46. Disfigure 
47. Ribonucleic acid 
48. Japanese honorific 
49. Pieces of music 
52. Expressed pleasure 
55. Having ten 
56. Type of sword 
60. Humble request for help 
61. Eating houses 

63. Italian Seaport 
64. Cain and __ 
65. Measure the depth 
66. U. of Miami’s mascot 
67. Political outsiders 
68. Greek sorceress 
69. Body part 
 
CLUES DOWN 
 1. Mother 
 2. Jewish calendar month 
 3. Jai __, sport 
 4. Establish again 
 5. Swiss river 
 6. Racetrack wager 
 7. __ but goodie 
 8. Closeness 
 9. Soviet Socialist Republic 
10. At right angles to a ship’s 
length 
11. Women’s undergarments 
12. Mountain stream 
13. Expresses pleasure 
21. Painful places on the body 
23. Automobile 
25. Scandinavian god of battle 
26. Expresses surprise 
27. Secret political clique 
28. Yields manila hemp 
29. River in central Italy 
32. Brain injury science 
acronym 
33. Mental illness 
34. A person from Asia 
36. Father 
37. General’s assistant (abbr.) 
38. Cooked or prepared in a 
specified style 
40. Large terrier 
41. Hillsides 
43. Golf score 
44. Not or 
46. Type of student 
47. Flower cluster 
49. Closes tightly 
50. Saudi Arabian desert 
51. Famed vaccine developer 
52. Multi-function radar (abbr.) 
53. Actress Jessica 
54. Pay attention to 
57. Beloved big screen pig 
58. __ Clapton, musician 
59. Take a chance 
61. Cost per mille 
62. Helps little firms

A p r i l  1  t o  A p r i l  7

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
Have deep conversations with those close to you as they may have 
something they can teach you, Aries. You will learn about yourself 
and those close to you in the process. 
 
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 
Taurus, close friendships have the potential to become even closer 
this week. You are focusing intently on relationships of all kinds 
lately. This  brings you closer to those you love.  
 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
Personal growth is important for you, Gemini. It may increase oth-
ers’ admiration of you in the days to come. Keep up the self-im-
provement because it is producing results.  
  
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
Success at work continues to usher in good fortune, Cancer. But 
you may have a tingling feeling it may be time to move on to new 
horizons. Think things through carefully. 
  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Leo, relax and be yourself when you meet new people. You don’t 
need to pretend to be someone else to win others over. Start new 
relationships with honesty. 
 
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Virgo, you will propose new ideas to people around you. Don’t be 
surprised when they want to go along with them. Simply embrace 
the interest and move forward. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
This week shows signs of being a very busy, but fulfilling time, 
Libra. Even though things can get a tad overwhelming, you’ll be 
able to work through the excitement. 
  
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
Your financial success is bound to take another step forward, Scor-
pio. This bodes well for the plans you have in place. Now you may 
be able to act on them a little ahead of schedule. 
 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
Enjoy the success you have achieved over the past several weeks, 
Sagittarius. Even though you have been flying high, make an effort 
to be humble as well. 
 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
You may have been pondering ways to advance your career, Capri-
corn. Don’t hesitate to put plans in action, especially after they are 
vetted and you run them by others. 
 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, your strongest relationships are warm and supportive. 
This is a great time to form romantic partnerships, business rela-
tionships or personal friendships. 
 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
Everything is going great for your career, Pisces. Things may seem 
too good to be true. There are challenges ahead, but you can man-
age. 
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All Around The Sound
New Arrival 
KariAnn L. Grimes and Kenny C. 

Richards of Unalakleet announce the 
birth of their daughter Theresa 
Katherine Richards, born March 
13, 2021 at 6:43 p.m.  She weighed 
7 pounds and was 19 ½” in length.  
Siblings are Scarlett Gilley, 5; Wyatt 
Fancher, 4, and Henry Fancher, 3.   

Maternal grandmother is Karen 
Nanouk, of Unalakleet; and paternal 
grandmother is Gladys Nelson, of 
Kotzebue. 

 

Scott Michael Kent 
May 8, 1975 ~ Feb. 28, 2021 

Scott Michael Kent, a resident 
of the Nome area for 20 years, and 
well known for his professional ca-

reer, his community involvement 
and his colorful personality, passed 
away on Sunday, February 28, 
2021, of an unexpected heart at-
tack.   

He was 45 years old. 
Scott grew up in the Upper Pen-

insula of Michigan on the shores of 

By Diana Haecker 
On Monday morning, Kelly 

Tschibaka resigned from her post as 
commissioner for the Dept. of Ad-
ministration. In her resignation letter 
she gave as reason “so that I may 
pursue other endeavors.” Tschibaka 
launched a campaign website run-
ning for U.S. Senate in opposition of 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski.  

“Effective immediately, Amanda 
Holland will serve as acting commis-
sioner of the Alaska Department of 
Administration until a permanent re-

placement is selected,” wrote Gov-
ernor Mike Dunleavy. 

According to reporting by Polit-
ico, Tshibaka has tapped National 
Public Affairs, a consulting firm 
made up of Trump’s top 2020 cam-
paign advisers, to help in her cam-
paign to unseat Senator Lisa 
Murkowski, who is up for election in 
2022. Former Trump campaign man-
ager Bill Stepien, deputy campaign 
manager Justin Clark and battle-
ground states director Nick Trainer, 
who relaunched the National Public 

Affairs after they lost their bid in the 
presidential election, will serve as 
Tshibaka’s senior advisers. Mary 
Ann Pruitt, a political consultant who 
was a senior adviser in Murkowski’s 
successful 2016 reelection campaign, 
has abandoned the senator and is 
working for Tshibaka.  

Murkowski, has drawn ire from 
former president Donald Trump and 
the Republican party for being one of 
seven Republican senators to vote to 
convict Trump for his role in the Jan. 
6 insurrection. 

Commissioner of Admin resigns 
to run against Lisa Murkowski

Obituary

Scott Michael Kent

continued on page 11
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•Obituary

April 1: Holy Thursday - 7:00 p.m.  
 
April 2: Good Friday - 7:00 p.m. 
 
April 3: Easter Vigil - 7:00 p.m. 
 
April 4: Easter Sunday - 10:30 a.m. 
 
All the masses will be broadcast on KNOM 

 
Father Kumar • 443-5527

St. Joseph Catholic Church  
Holy Week Schedule:

Serves 4 
 
1 pound ground beef (93 percent lean or leaner) 
1⁄2 cup beer 
2 tablespoons brown sugar 
2 tablespons ketchup 
1 tablespoon minced chipotle peppers in adobo 
sauce 
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 
4 slices frozen Texas Toast 
2 spears pickled okra, sliced 
 
To prepare barbecue sauce, combine beer, 
brown sugar, ketchup, chipotle peppers, and 
Worcestershire sauce in saucepan; bring to a 
boil. Simmer 8 to 10 minutes until sauce is thick-
ened; set aside. 
Lightly shape ground beef into four 1⁄2-inch thick 
patties. Place patties on grid over medium, ash-

covered coals. Grill, covered, 8 to 10 minutes 
(over medium heat on preheated gas grill, cov-
ered, 7 to 9 minutes) until instant-read thermo-
meter inserted horizontally into center registers 
160 F, turning occasionally. (Cooking times are 
for fresh or thoroughly thawed ground beef. 
Ground beef should be cooked to an internal 
temperature of 160 F. Color is not a reliable indi-
cator of ground beef doneness.) 
Meanwhile, prepare Texas Toast according to 
package directions. Cut each piece of toast in 
half. Fresh Texas toast, buttered, may be used 
instead of frozen product. 
For each sandwich, spread 1 tablespoon barbe-
cue sauce over one toast half. Top with burger, 
another tablespoon sauce and okra slices. Close 
sandwich.  
Cook’s Tip: Dill pickle chips or pickled jalapeño 
peppers may be substituted for pickled okra.

Barbecue Chipotle Burgers

Scott Michael Kent 

Lake Superior.  He was born at 
Portage Hospital on May 8, 1975, 
the son of Joan Miron and the late 
Terrence Kent.   

Scott graduated from L’Anse 
High School in 1993.  He attended 
and graduated from Northern 
Michigan University with a degree 
in Biology (Zoology).  He attended 
graduate school at Northern Mich-
igan University working towards 
his MS in Biology when he had an 

opportunity to work seasonably in 
Nome for the Alaska Department 
of Fish & Game as a Wildlife 
Technician.  

Ultimately, he decided to make 
Nome his home. He worked in 
commercial salmon and summer 
crab fisheries and spent time at 
various field projects and test fish-
ing from southern Norton Sound to 
above the Artic Circle during the 
2003 and 2004 seasons.  

In 2005, Scott was promoted to 
a Fishery Biologist.  In 2006, he 

was promoted to the Assistant Area 
Manager for Arctic Area of the 
Artic-Yukon-Kuskokwim (AYK) 
Region of the Commercial Fish-
eries Division of Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game.  

In June 2016, Scott joined the 
Norton Sound Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (NSEDC) 
team as their Quota & Acquisitions 
Analyst.  Also, working with 
NSEDC allowed him to become a 

continued on page 14

continued from page 10
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Deadline is noon Monday •(907) 443-5235 • Fax (907)443-5112 • e-mail ads@nomenugget.com

Employment

Seeking Qualified  
Applicants

Accounting: Accountant III starting $40.40 
Behavioral Health Services: Recovery Coach $20.85/hr DOE, Clinical  
     Associate/Prevention Specialist $23.32/hr DOE, Native Connections  
     Prevention Specialist $23.32/hr DOE, Village Health Services Response 
     Counselor $29.57/hr DOE 
Corporate Housing: Property Manager starting $34.52/hr DOE 
Electronic Health Record:  Pediatric Referral Coordinator $29.57/hr DOE 
Environmental Services: EVS I Relief starting $18.00/hr DOE, Laundry 
    worker starting $18/hr DOE 
Eye Care: Optician $19.91/hr DOE 
In-Home Support Program: Personal Care Attendant starting $18.00/hr 
     DOE 
Laboratory: Uncertified Phlebotomist starting $20.85/hr DOE and  Point of 
     Care Testing Technician starting $23.32/hr DOE 
Materials Management: Materials Support Tech $18.52 
Nutrition Services: Cook $23.32/hr, Food Service Supervisor $23.32/hr 
     DOE 
Office of Environmental Health: Environmental Health Specialist 
    $31.98/hr DOE, Environmental Health Technician $24.93/hr DOE 
Patient Financial Services:  Health Information Technicians $19.91/hr,  
     Patient Account Representatives $19.91/hr, and a Business Office Trainer 
     $24.93/hr 
Patient Hostel:  Guest Services Coordinator $19.91 + DOE, Patient Hostel  
    Attendant Relief $18.52/hr DOE 
Plant Operations: Warehouse Operator $24.93/hr 
Quyana Care: CNA starting $24.93/hr DOE 
Security: Security Officer I $18.52/hr DOE 
Rehabilitation & Therapy Services: Administrative Specialist II $19.91/hr 
     DOE

In Our Village Communities:

For more information or an up-to-date vacancy list,  
go to www.NortonSoundHealth.org or contact Human Resources at (907) 443-4573 
NSHC is a drug-free workplace and will apply Alaska Native/American Indian preference for hire (under PL 93-638 and Veteran Preferences).  

NSHC will also initiate a criminal history/background check for all positions. 

In-Home Support Program 
  Brevig – FT 
  Stebbins – FT 
  Shishmaref – FT 
  Wales – PT35 
  
Point of Care Assistant FT  
    in all villages needed 
Tribal Healer: Village Based 
     FT 
Certified Medical Assistant - 
    Unalakleet FT 
CHAP Supervisor –  
    In Region 
  
Community Health Aide  
Positions: 
    3 Brevig FT, PT75 
    2 Diomede PT75 
    2 Elim PT625 
    2 Gambell FT 
     1 Golovin PT625 
    3 Koyuk PT75 
    3 St. Michael FT 
     1 Savoonga PT75 
     2 Shishmaref PT75, PT625 
    4 Stebbins FT. PT75 
    1 Wales PT75 
    1 White Mountain PT625, 
       PT80 

 Certified Travel Specialist 
  Brevig - Relief 
  Elim – Relief 
  Gambell - Relief  
  Koyuk – Relief 
  Little Diomede – Relief 
  Shishmaref – PT 625, Relief 
  Unalakleet - Relief 
  
Clinic Maint. Tech 
   Koyuk FT 
   Little Diomede FT 
   St. Michael FT 
  
EVS 
  1 Brevig Rel 
  1 Elim PT50 
  2 Gambell Rel, PT50 
  1 Golovin Rel 
  2 Koyuk PT50, Rel 
  2 Little Diomede PT50, Rel 
  1 Shaktoolik Rel 
  1 Shishmaref Rel 
  1 St Micheal Rel 
  1 Stebbins Rel 
  1 Unlakleet Rel 
  1 Wales Rel 
  1 White Mountain Rel

In Nome

!"#$%&'$"$%()&*+,$%-.*./"0&12$&3456&7//%#."(1/%&8.))&#$1$%9."$&$).'.:.).1;&</%&12$&7=>?@ABC&
39$%'$"D;&4$"1()&5**.*1("D$&6%/'%(9E&F2$&3456&7//%#."(1/%&8.))&(**.*1&8.12&%$"1()&("#&
+1.).1;&(**.*1("D$&."&G/9$&("#&12$&*+%%/+"#."'&D/99+".1.$*&8.12."&12$&H$%."'&I1%(.1*&%$'./"E&
F2$&7//%#."(1/%&8.))&2$),&9.1.'(1$&12$&$D/"/9.D&.9,(D1*&/<&7=>?@ABC0&("#&(**.*1&%$"1$%*&1/&
,(;&:(DJ&%$"10&D+%%$"1&%$"10&("#&/%&+1.).1.$*&1/&(DD$**&/%&9(."1(."&2/+*."'E&&
&
F2.*&,/*.1./"&.*&%$'+)(%&<+))A1.9$0&1$9,/%(%;&+"1.)&I$,1$9:$%&KLKB0&,/**.:);&)/"'$%E&F2$&,(;&
%("'$&.*&MKNAOP&,$%&2/+%0&Q@=3E&R/%&9/%$&."</%9(1./"&D2$DJ&/+1&/+%&8$:*.1$S&:*%2(E/%'&/%&
</%&("&(,,).D(1./"&$9(.)S&2%T:*%2(E/%'&/%&D())&CLUAVVOANWKBE&

!"#!$%&'"(&)*$++"&%()

",-./-012)!-0345)677873401-)9.:/.4,))
#::.;8043:.)80)(:,-<)6547=4

King Island Native Community 
Open position

JOB TITLE:                Transportation Specialist/Planner 
POSITION STATUS:  Part-time, Full-time, or Contract 
EXEMPT STATUS:     Non-Exempt, Limited Benefits 
SALARY:                    DOE 
REPORTS TO:           King Island Native Community IRA 
                                   Council 
CLOSES:                    Open Until Filled 
 
The Transportation Specialist is responsible for the planning, 
development, management, and implementation of the 
Transportation Program. 
 
Requirements: 
Native Preference per Public Law 93-638 Approved 
(11/5/07) 
 
Contact King Island Native Community @ 443-2209 for an 
application and more information regarding this position. 
Or email at jknowlton@kawerak.org

NSEDC Job Opportunities

For an application or a complete job description, visit www.nsedc.com 
or contact NSEDC Human Resources at hr@nsedc.com or 800-650-2248 (toll-free).

Accounts Payable Clerk (Anchorage): This 
position is responsible for NSEDC accounts payable activity 
and assists the Accounting group in other activities including 
processing and maintaining timely accounts payable  
transactions, processing weekly payments, filing paid invoices, maintaining vendor 
and various account files, and coordinates closely with NSSP to ensure timely and 
accurate payment to NSSP fishermen. 
A high school diploma or equivalent and two years’ related experience is 
required with an associate’s degree in an applicable field preferred. 
Accountant (Anchorage): The Accountant is responsible for ensuring the 
accuracy of balance sheet accounts including accrued receivables and payables, 
fixed assets, trade receivables, fishermen receivables and sales tax payable and all 
activities necessary to maintain accurate balances and must regularly perform 
reconciliations, send monthly statements, file tax returns and update other 
accounts. Assists CFO, Controller, and Sr. Accountant where needed.
Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting from an accredited university and at least 
1-2 years of related experience is required.

Community Liaison (Little Diomede & Shaktoolik): 
NSEDC Community Outreach Liaisons give NSEDC a presence in member 
communities that do not have an NSEDC office. Liaisons are responsible for the 
distribution of announcements, information and applications related to NSEDC 
programs and opportunities, the maintenance of a NSEDC-owned  
informational bulletin board, and are expected to be available at regularly set 
times and locations.

NSEDC has competitive wages and an excellent benefits program!

Nome Police Department 
Weekly press releases 

Activities reported between  
03/21/2021 – 03/28/2021 

 
During this period there were 240 calls for service 
received at the Nome Police Communications 
Center; 79 (33%) of these calls involved alcohol. 
The Nome Volunteer Ambulance Department re-
sponded to 26 ambulance calls. The Nome Vol-
unteer Fire Department responded to 2 fire calls 
during this period. 
NPD responded to 9 calls reporting intoxicated 
persons needing assistance. Nobody was re-
manded to AMCC as protective hold; and 3 person 
remained at the hospital for medical 
evaluation/treatment. 
 
There was one citation issued for habitual minor 
consuming alcohol. 

Arrests 
A total of 7 arrests made with 7 (100%) alcohol re-
lated. 
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
Charges: Nine counts of Violating Conditions of 
Release. Name: Tami Horton. Location: River St.  
 
Friday, March 26, 2021 
Charge: Warrant Arrest Assault in the fourth de-
gree, Violating Conditions of Release. Name: Ra-
liegh Iyahuk. Location: Center Creek Rd. 
Charge: Assault in the third degree. Name: John 
Wellert. Location: E. K St. 
Charges: Four counts of Violating Conditions of 
Release. Name: Jobeth Adsuna. Location: River 
St. 
 
Saturday, March 27, 2021 
Charge: Driving under the influence. Name: Ty 
Gooden. Location: 4th Ave.  
Charge: Warrant arrest. Name: Ryan Okleasik. Lo-
cation: Front St. 

Charges: Assault in the fourth degree; Four counts 
of Violating Conditions of Release. Name:  
Arnold Saccheus. Location: E. 3rd Ave. 
 

Traffic 
A total of 3 traffic stops were conducted during this 
reporting period, with 3 citations and 0 warnings 
issued. NPD responded to 2 motor vehicle acci-
dents.  

 
March 27, 2021 
Offense: Fail to stop at stop sign. Name: Ian 
McRae. Location: Nome-Teller Hwy. 
 
Disclaimer: This is a record of activity.  The issu-
ance of citations or the act of arrest does not as-
sign guilt to any identified party.

Seawall

Community Partnership Leader, US Arctic Re-
gion - 21043 
WWF-US is looking for an experienced conserva-
tion strategist with deep experience working with 
communities and enabling Indigenous-led conser-
vation. This person has experience understanding 
the complex issues facing different Arctic com-
munities including socioeconomic priorities, natu-
ral resources management, climate change 
vulnerability and more. This person’s efforts will 

promote lasting conservation to benefit nature and 
communities in high-biodiversity landscapes 
and seascapes including the Bering Strait, Bristol 
Bay, Pribilof Islands, Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge, and other locations. Submit cover letter and 
resume through our Careers Page, Requisition 
#21043 https://careers-ww-fus.icims.com/jobs 

3.25, 4.1.2021 

JOIN THE TEAM AT NEC
We o昀er great bene昀ts and competitive salaries. 
Current openings include three summer internships!

Environmental Assistant: Summer internship. Full-time, 
non-exempt. Pay: $21.15 D.O.E. Position scheduled to end 
in September. Open until 昀lled.
Youth Services Intern: Summer internship. Full-time, 
non-exempt. Pay: $19.93 D.O.E. Open until 昀lled.
Youth Services Assistant: Internship for high school-
age student. Regular, full-time, non-exempt. Pay: 
$16.69 D.O.E. Open until 昀lled.

Youth Services Specialist: Regular, full-time, non-
exempt. Pay: $23.79 D.O.E. Open until 昀lled.

Carpenter: Regular, full-time, non-exempt. Pay: $26.78 
D.O.E. Open until 昀lled. Or ...
Laborer: Regular, full-time, non-exempt. Pay: $26.78 
D.O.E. Open until 昀lled.

 f  Only one of the two positions above will be 昀lled.

Get job descriptions and apply! www.necalaska.org 
Questions? Call Cathy at 907-443-2246 or email  
cathy.lyon@necalaska.org
HIRING PREFERENCE: When possible, NEC extends a hiring preference 
for employment in accordance with section 7 (b) of Public Law 93-638. 

WE ARE A DRUG FREE WORKPLACE! When required, applicants must 
pass a criminal history check to be considered. 
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Real Estate

www.nomesweethomes.com
WE BUY HOMES

Nome Sweet Homes
907-443-7368

Front Street, Donna Marie Tract 1
Ocean frontage near Beam Road

4.15 acres with road access $89k

Court

Trooper Beat

Legals
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Adopt a Pet
or make your

donation
today!

Nome Animal Control & Adopt-A-Pet
443-5212 or 443-5262

Adopt a pet and get a FREE bag of dog/cat food when you adopt
a dog/cat.  Dog food, cat food, cat litter and other donations are

always welcome at the Nome Animal Shelter!

PLEASE
HELP

Dog food, cat food, cat litter and other donations are 
always welcome at the Nome Animal Shelter!

443-8538 or 443-5262

Koyuk Native  
Corporation 
P.O. Box 53050 
Koyuk, ALASKA 99753 
Office (907) 963-2424 Fax: 963-3552 
knc1973@outlook.com

ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS 

postponed until further notice due to COVID-19.

Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority (BSRHA) seeks proposals for modular homes to be constructed in  
Shaktoolik, Alaska.  Base Proposal is for 2 homes:  one 3-bedroom 1 bath home, one 2-bedroom 1 bath home, on  
post and pad foundation, designed and built for arctic conditions, with completion date of December 31, 2021.  Up 
to two additional homes may be requested.   Proposers are responsible for design, manufacture, delivery, on-site 
placement and construction.  Proposals will be ranked based on factors such as proposer’s experience and  
qualifications, price and value, design, suitability and Alaska Native/Native American preference.     
 
The RFP packet is available by emailing enoet@bsrha.org or calling Erik Noet 907-443-8629. Proposals must be 
received no later than 5:00 p.m. Alaska Standard time on Tuesday, April 13, 2021, by courier, PDF E-mail to 
enoet@bsrha.org, express or regular mail.  Faxes will not be accepted.   
 
The work to be performed under this contract is subject to Section 7(b) of the Indian Self-Determination Act (25 
U.S.C. 450e(b)). Section 7(b) requires that to the greatest extent feasible: (i) preference and opportunities for training 
and employment shall be given to Alaska Native/Native Americans, and (ii) preference in the award of contracts 
and subcontracts shall be given to Alaska Native/Native American organizations or Alaska Native/Native  
American-owned economic enterprises. The successful responder shall, to the greatest extent feasible, give  
preference in the award of any subcontracts to Alaska Native/Native American-owned economic enterprises, and 
preferences and opportunities for training and employment to Alaska Native/Native Americans.   
 
The successful contractor and its subcontractors must provide preference to the greatest extent feasible by hiring 
qualified Alaska Native/Native Americans, and must submit a list of core crew employees if applicable.  Responders 
will receive additional ranking points for employing Alaska Native/Native American on its crew for manufacture or 
onsite work.   
 
This solicitation is NOT restricted to Alaska Native/Native American owned businesses.  All are encouraged to  
respond.  BSRHA reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received and to waive any informalities,  
irregularities, delays or omissions, at BSRHA’s option and sole discretion.    

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS Classifieds
WANTED – Mark Knapp at The Cutting Edge in 
Fairbanks is buying legal ancient walrus ivory, 
musk ox horn, mammoth ivory and teeth. 
Very good prices. 907-452-7477. Knapp’s Cutting 
Edge 1971 Fox Ave Fairbanks AK 99701.  
cuttingedge@gci.net 
 

WANTED—Large bull muskox horn, moose/cari-
bou antler, old ivory, Eskimo artifacts. Call Roger 
304-1048 or email nomerog@hotmail.com

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT  
FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 

 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:  

 
SCOTT MICHAEL KENT  
DOB: 05/08/1975

Deceased.  
_______________________________________ 
 
Case No.  2NO-21-00019  PR 

 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

 
Notice is hereby given that KATH-

LEN JAYCOX has been appointed personal rep-
resentative of the above-entitled estate.  All 
persons having claims against said deceased are 
required to present their claims within four months 
after the date of first publication of this notice or 
said claims will be forever barred.  Claims must be 
presented to Kathleen Jaycox c/o LT Nome Law 
P.C., PO Box 61, Nome, Alaska 99762, or filed 
with the Court at P.O. Box 1110, Nome, Alaska 

99762.   
     DATED this 22 day of March, 2021 

 
          H. Conner Thomas 
          ABA # 8006049 
          Attorney for Kathleen Jaycox 
          Personal Representative, 

PO Box 6l, Nome, AK 99762 
3.25, 4.1-8.2021 

Week ending 3/26/2021 
Civil 

No current civil cases on web site; start 2NO-21-
00001CI 

Small Claims 
No current small claims on web site; start 2NO-21-
00004SC 

Criminal 
State of Alaska v. Johnny Nazuruk (4/3/87); 

Judgment and Order of Commitment/Probation; 
CTN 001: Assault 3- Commit Assault 4, 2+ Con-
viction; C Felony; DV; Offense Date: 1/7/19; Public 
Defender Agency (2NO), and DA present; Sur-
charges and Costs due, as stated in judgment; 
Submit DNA; Restitution due; Probation for 3 
years; General and Special Conditions of Proba-
tion set, as stated in judgment; Any appearance or 
performance bond in this case: is exonerated. 

State of Alaska v. Jackilyne Mokiyuk (7/13/98); 
Dismissal; Count I: Assault 3°; Count II-VIII: Vio-
lation Of Conditions Of Release; Filed by the DAs 
Office 3/22/21. 

State of Alaska v. Clifford Iknokinok (4/12/96); 
Dismissal; Count I: Assault 4°; Filed by the DAs 
Office 3/22/21. 

State of Alaska v. Harvey Vern Lee Tocktoo 
(8/19/92); Dismissal; Count I: Assault 4°; Filed by 
the DAs Office 3/22/21. 

State of Alaska v. Elaine Mary Bogeyaktuk 

(9/18/91); 2NO-20-610CR Dismissal; Count I: Bur-
glary 1°; Count II: Criminal Mischief 4°; Count III: 
Violation Of Conditions Of Release; Filed by the 
DAs Office 3/22/21. 

State of Alaska v. Elaine Mary Bogeyaktuk 
(9/18/91); 2NO-20-621CR Dismissal; Count I: 
Criminal Trespass 1°; Count II: Violation Of Con-
ditions Of Release; Filed by the DAs Office 
3/22/21. 

State of Alaska v. Eugene Herman Kost 
(7/2/75); 2NO-21-28CR Dismissal; Count I: Crim-
inal Trespass 2°; Filed by the DAs Office 3/22/21. 

State of Alaska v. Eugene Herman Kost 
(7/2/75); 2NO-21-28CR Dismissal; Count I: Crim-
inal Trespass 2°; Count II: Violation Of Conditions 
Of Release; Filed by the DAs Office 3/22/21. 

State of Alaska v. Allison Berroteran (5/27/98); 
Dismissal; Count I: Assault 4°; Count II: Resisting 
Or Interfering With Arrest; Filed by the DAs Office 
3/17/21. 

State of Alaska v. Brandon S. Rock (10/18/95); 
Dismissal; Count I and II: Assault 3°; Count III: 
Criminal Mischief 3°; Filed by the DAs Office 
3/23/21. 
 
 

3/17/2021 
Stebbins 
Destruction/Damage/Vandalism: At approximately 
7:32 a.m., Alaska State Troopers received a report 
of vandalism. 
 
3/19/2021 
Unalakleet 
Assault – DV: At approximately 4 a.m., AST re-
ceived a report of a disturbance. Upon conclusion 
of the investigation, Troopers arrested Albert 
Sarren, 42, of Unalakleet, for DV Assault IV and 
VCOR. 
 
Shaktoolik 
Assist Public: At approximately 10:01 a.m., AST 
assisted an individual. 
 
Nome 
Warrant Arrest: At approximately 12:30 p.m., AST 
arrested Frederic Daniels, 48, of Nome on a war-
rant. Daniels was remanded to the Anvil Mountain 
Correctional Center. 
 
White Mountain 
Assist Public: At approximately 3:09 p.m., AST as-
sisted an individual. 
 
Stebbins 
Disturbance: At approximately 11:35 p.m., AST re-
ceived a report of a disturbance. 
 
Norton Sound Region 
Assault: At approximately 11:36 p.m., AST re-
ceived a report of an assault. 
 
3/20/2021 
Shishmaref 
Assault – DV: At approximately 3:33 p.m., AST re-
ceived a report of a DV Assault. Investigation re-
vealed that no crime had been committed. 
 
Unalakleet 
Assault – DV: At approximately 3:44 a.m., AST re-
ceived a report of a DV Assault. Investigation re-
vealed no crime had been committed. 
 
Unalakleet 
Assault – DV: At approximately 5:48 a.m., AST re-
ceived a report of a DV Assault. Upon conclusion 
of the investigation, Troopers arrested Jason To-
shavik, 28, of Unalakleet for Assault 3 and Theft 
4. 
 
Nome 
Public Appearance: At approximately 11:00 a.m., 
AST participated in a snow machine patrol of the 
Nome-Golovin Race. Troopers stopped with a 

group of fans and visited. 
 
Nome 
911 Hang-up: At approximately 3:26 p.m., AST re-
ceived a 911 hang-up. 
 
Nome 
Harassment: At approximately 7:23 p.m., AST re-
ceived a report of harassment. 
 
3/21/2021 
Norton Sound Region 
Liquor Law: At approximately 9:21 a.m.  AST re-
ceived a report of an individual violating the liquor 
law. 
 
Unalakleet 
Welfare Check: At approximately 12:30 p.m., AST 
arrested Frederic Daniels, 48, of Nome on a war-
rant. Daniels was remanded to the Anvil Mountain 
Correctional Center. 
 
Stebbins 
Violate Conditions: At approximately 10:33 a.m., 
AST received a report of an individual violating 
their conditions of release. 
 
Nome 
Suspicious circumstances: At approximately 1:06 
p.m., AST received a report of suspicious circum-
stances. 
 
Gambell 
Disturbance: At approximately 3:22 p.m., AST re-
ceived a report of a disturbance. 
 
Unalakleet 
Violation of conditions: At approximately 8:51 p.m., 
AST received a report of an individual violating 
conditions of release. 
 
3/22/2021 
Stebbins 
Disturbance: At approximately 0607, AST received 
a report of a disturbance. 
 
Little Diomede 
Serve Court Documents: AK21029595 Serve 
Court Documents 3/22/2021 10:49 Little Diomede 
 
Nome 
Welfare Check: At approximately 11:13 a.m., AST 
received a welfare check request. 
 
Norton Sound Region 
Liquor Laws: At approximately 11:42 a.m., AST re-
ceived a report of an individual violating the liquor 
laws. 

 
Stebbins 
At approximately 4:08, AST assisted an individual. 
 
Norton Sound Region 
Sexual assault: At approximately 10:52 p.m., AST 
received a report of a Sexual Assault. Investigation 
ongoing. 
 
3/23/2021 
Brevig Mission 
Civil Issue: At approximately 1:17 p.m., AST re-
ceived a report of a civil matter. 
 
Nome 
Search and Rescue: At approximately 5:03 p.m., 
AST received a SOS from SOS beacon activation. 
 
Norton Sound Region 
Deceased Person: At approximately 8:20 p.m., 
AST received a report of a deceased person. 
 
Stebbins 
Search and Rescue: At approximately 9:24 p.m., 
AST received a report of two individuals who did 
not make it to their destinations. Local SAR teams 
located the individuals and all are okay. 
 
3/24/2021 
Norton Sound Region 
Assault – DV: At approximately 1:10 a.m., AST re-
ceived a report of a DV Assault.  Investigation on-
going. 
 
Unalakleet 
Search and Rescue: At approximately 11:09 a.m., 
AST received a report of two overdue individuals 
on snow machines. At approximately 12:53 p.m., 
Troopers were advised both individuals were lo-
cated safe. 
 
Norton Sound Region 
Assault: At approximately 8:19 p.m., AST received 
a report of an Assault.  
 
3/26/2021 
Norton Sound Region  
Assault: At approximately 8:19 p.m., Alaska State 
Troopers received a report of an Assault.  
 
Norton Sound Region  
Assault – DV: At approximately 01:10 a.m., Alaska 
State Troopers received a report of a DV Assault.  
Investigation ongoing.  
 
 
 
 

Advertise in  
The Nome Nugget 

 

Call us at 907-443-5235  
or send an email to  

ads@nomenugget.com
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By Laine Welch 
It’s “back to the future” for Alaska 

canned salmon as more Americans 
choose it for its health benefits and 
as an easy-to-use ingredient for sand-
wiches, salads and more. Salmon 
canning in Alaska started in the 
1870s and by the early 20th century, 
it was the state’s largest industry, 
generating 80 percent of the territo-
rial tax revenues. Its position then in 
the state economy is one that oil en-
joys today. The COVID pandemic 
has pushed record sales for the pan-
try shelf product and canned salmon 
sales soared by 30.3 percent in 2020 
to $286 million.  

 “Suddenly, there was double the 
demand for an item that’s normally 
very predictable,” said John Daly, 
manager of domestic canned sales 
for OBI Seafoods, Alaska’s largest 
producer of canned pink and sockeye 
salmon at nine plants across the state. 
“It’s not like the seafood counter at 
grocery stores. The canned fish busi-
ness is the grocery business. It’s a 
center store aisle item. The best abil-
ity is availability, and that was really 
important because consumers were 
willing to buy anything and every-
thing that was shelf stable and 
canned.”  

Daly said canned salmon “ticks all 
the boxes” that people want during 
the COVID pandemic. 

“The conscious consumer is look-
ing for things that are healthy, that 
are sustainable, that aren't loaded up 
with questionable ingredients, they 
know where the fish comes from,” he 
explained. “Canned fish is one of the 
cleanest items in a grocery store. 
There’s two ingredients on the label, 
salt and fish.” 

Demand was so high it was a chal-
lenge last year to keep the retail 
shelves stocked. 

 “We only fish for salmon three 

months out of the year and in March 
2020, we were working off the last 
bit of the 2019 inventory and there’s 
not mounds of canned salmon lying 
around at the time of the year,” he 
said. “So it was an interesting time 
for salmon producers to react quickly 
to make sure they could keep their 
product in front of people but also 
not run out.”  

Sales have slowed to more normal 
levels, Daly said, adding that “nor-
mal isn't pre-pandemic levels any-
more. It's about a 10 percent increase 
from that. That obviously means that 
canned salmon has gotten in front of 
more people and they've made repeat 
purchases.  We want to capitalize on 
that.”   

Canned fish today accounts for 
only about 5 percent of Alaska’s sal-
mon products. Of that, about 20 per-
cent is canned sockeye which goes 
mostly to Canada, Europe and Aus-
tralia. The bulk is pink salmon which 
for over 100 years has predominantly 
been sold regionally across the U.S.  
Most of the sales have been driven 
by older Americans; Daly said a goal 
is to broaden appeal to younger 
buyers.  

 “A longer term goal is to produce 
an item that's more in line with what 
a younger consumer’s looking for. 
Maybe it's a pouched grab and go 
snack, maybe it’s flavor added,” he 
said. Daly is convinced that Alaska’s 
oldest salmon product has the staying 
power to remain as one of the state’s 
most well-known tastes of history. 

 “There was an article two years 
ago that said millennials don’t even 
own a can opener, so how is that 
going to go for canned fish?” he 
quipped. “Ever since I've been in the 
industry, I've heard that canned sal-
mon is dying. And here we are with 
record numbers.”  

  

AK salmon gets swamped 
Alaska wild salmon accounts for 

only about 13 percent of the global 
salmon supply and competition will 
ramp up this year from other pro-
ducers, notably Russia. Alaska is ex-
pected to produce a total harvest this 
year topping 190 million salmon, 
adding up to 880 million pounds. 
Global seafood supplier Tradex re-
ports that a harvest of 300 million 
salmon is projected from Russia, top-
ping one billion pounds. Much of 
that Russian salmon will compete 
with Alaskan fish in supermarkets 
across America and with inter-
national customers.  

Last year the U.S. imported nearly 
38 million pounds of Russian-caught 
salmon products valued at over $14 
million. Of that, 2.3 million pounds 
was sockeye salmon, valued at 
nearly $9 million. Yet Russia has not 
purchased one pound of any U.S. 
seafood since 2014. 

Meanwhile, Tradex president, 
Rob Reierson, said even more wild 
salmon will be added to the pack 
from other nations. 

“Globally, a veteran wild Pacific 
salmon expert projected an estimated 
930,000 metric tons (over 2 billion 
pounds) of Pacific salmon to be har-
vested from all countries including 
Canada, Japan, and Korea in 2021.” 

But the numbers for wild caught 
salmon pale in comparison to farmed 
fish, which now captures nearly 74 
percent of the world’s overall salmon 
production.   

Salmon farmers, led by Norway 
and Chile, are expected to produce 
nearly 6 billion pounds this year. And 
global reports say farmed and wild-
caught combined are not expected to 
come near to satisfying the world’s 
demand for salmon. 

  

Herring ho-hum 
 It’s a big year for Alaska roe her-

ring fisheries but lackluster interest 
by both harvesters and processors is 
an ongoing story. The fishery at Sitka 
Sound opened on March 27 after a 
two year stall due to small fish and a 
weak market. The seine fleet this 
year has a harvest of 33,304 tons 
(nearly 67 million pounds), but man-
agers predict low participation and 
limited processing capacity. Ten or 
15 boats could fish starting April 1 at 
Kodiak for one of its biggest fish-
eries in decades at 7,895 tons (16 
million pounds).  

Togiak at Bristol Bay is Alaska’s 
largest roe herring fishery, this year 
with a whopping 42,639 ton harvest 
(over 85 million pounds). Last year 
only three boats and one buyer 
showed up there during the May 
fishery.  

The reason?  The herring market 
has tanked over two decades by dis-
interest from the single buyer, Japan, 
where tastes and buying policies 
have changed. In the 1990s, Alaska 
fishermen fetched $1,000 a ton or 
more, and while product from Sitka 
today might pay out at a few hundred 
dollars a ton, at Togiak the price has 
been $50-$75 for several years. 
Alaska’s herring catch in 2020 was 
so low that all data remain confiden-
tial. 

 “It is maybe the most extreme ex-
ample I’m aware of how a major 
Alaska industry could be dependent 
on an extremely specialized foreign 
market,” Gunnar Knapp, a retired 
University of Alaska fisheries econ-
omist told KDLG in Dillingham. 

Robert Heyano, who has fished at 
Togiak for over four decades, added 
that “the industry needs to find other 
ways to sell its herring, such as bait 
or food.”    

Waste is another issue.  
Herring is frozen and usually 

shipped to Japan where the roe is ex-
tracted. The male fish have almost no 
value and are mostly turned into fish 
meal, sold as bait or ground up and 
dumped. That’s also the fate of the 
female carcasses after their roe is 
taken.  

It’s estimated that only 12 percent 
of Pacific herring is used for human 
consumption. A report by the Alaska 
Seafood Marketing Institute claims 
that if the discarded herring was in-
stead turned into fillets, it would in-
crease the first wholesale value by 
$11 million a year.  

Alaska’s herring fisheries have 
been managed for sac roe since the 
1970s but today the fish is far more 
valuable as bait. At Dutch Harbor, for 
example, bait herring pays out at 
over $500 per ton; at Cook Inlet it 
brings at least $1 per pound for fish-
ermen. Ironically, many Alaska fish-
ermen purchase herring for use as 
bait from the east coast. 

Forrest Bowers, deputy director of 
the state commercial fisheries divi-
sion, agreed that it could be time for 
a change.    

 “Those are regulations that the 
Board of Fish could modify,” he said. 
“If a person said we want to increase 
this opportunity or provide an ad-
ditional opportunity to obtain their 
own bait, that is something the board 
could take a look at. And if we are in 
areas where the harvestable surplus 
isn’t being taken in the sac roe fish-
ery, why not allow it in a different 
fishery.” 

 
 

•Obituary

Fish Factor

commercial salmon fisherman.  He 
was a driving force in getting the 
fleet fishing again in the Nome 
Subdistrict while recording four of 
the greatest Coho (Silver) salmon 
harvests in the history of the 57 
years of commercial salmon fish-
ing in Nome.  Scott’s work with 
NSEDC was driven by his passion 
for fisheries and the Norton Sound 
region.  Throughout his job, he ad-
vocated for the responsible harvest 
of fish, both locally and in the 
wider Bering Sea, that would ulti-
mately help improve the lives of 
Norton Sound residents.    

Scott was an artistic wood-
worker with a perfectionist style. 
He enjoyed cooking, listening to 
music, watching sports and 
movies. He loved to entertain and 
spend time with friends and family, 
either at camp, cutting board 
parties or sharing meals. He loved 
the subsistence lifestyle: fishing, 
crabbing, foraging for mushrooms 
or growing his greenhouse. He 
generously shared what he had and 
what he knew. He was a dedicated 
family man, great storyteller and 
quite the comedian at times.  He 
was very passionate about his be-
liefs and wasn’t afraid to let others 
know.  His friends/colleague say, 
“Scott was always charging ahead 
to get things done or the way he 
felt things should be done” and 
was donned the name “Rolling 
Thunder.” Many will also say, “he 
made me laugh so many times!”  
He had a special knack for making 
people smile and laugh with his 
stories, impressions, jokes, wit and 
banter. He was loved and will be 
missed by many who were blessed 
to know him. 

Scott is survived by his loving 
family: partner Kathleen Jaycox, 

daughter Kaya Kent, stepdaughter 
Kaylene Evans (Kekai Newman) 
in Nome; Stepsons Dawson and 
Mason Evans of Anchorage; 
Mother Joan Miron of Escanaba, 
MI and sister Nola (Craig) Asgaard 

and nephews Taylor and Connor 
Asgaard of Escanaba, MI.  Numer-
ous aunts, uncles and cousins also 
survive him.  He was preceded in 
death by his father Terrence Kent, 
maternal grandparents Raymond 

and Doris Miron and paternal 
grandparents Kenneth and Con-
stance Kent. 

No funeral or memorial service 
is immediately planned at this 
time. The family will notify loved 

ones in the future of a time when it 
is safe to gather for a service. The 
family thanks everyone who has 
shown their love and care through 
donation, food, flowers, and con-
dolences.
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By James Mason 
Max Romey of Anchorage has 

traveled the world shooting video for 
documentaries and advertising. He’s 
worked with clients such as Go-Pro 
and ski manufacturer Salomon. He’s 
traveled to the Azores off the coast 
of Portugal and to Hong Kong to 
film wild trail races.  

“I got my start when I was filming 
Mt. Marathon,” he said, referring to 
the famous 4th of July race up Sew-
ard’s nearby mountain. He went to 
watch and it didn’t make sense to 
him. Since he could find no doc-
umentary about it, he said “I guess 
I’ll make one.” The documentary led 
him to jobs traveling the world as a 
film maker.  

His current project is making a 
film about the trails of Alaska and 
how they connect communities and 
people.  

Nome ultra-distance runner Carol 
Seppilu is part of the film. “I met 
Carol last spring and we cooked up 
this idea to run all three roads of 
Nome, which was a lot of fun,” said 
Tim Lemaire, Seppilu’s partner in 
many of her runs. “Max was there 
for some of that. He saw that there 
was a place for that adventure in his 
film telling the story of Alaskan 
trails.” 

Carol Seppilu, who survived an 
attempted suicide in her teens, suf-
fered from depression. Her health 
was poor and she was overweight. 
Her friend Crystal Toolie, a runner 
and fitness enthusiast, nudged Carol 
into running. As one foot fell in front 
of the other, one thing led to another 
until Carol Seppilu was travelling 
around the country running long dis-
tance races. For her, the trails have 
been a path to a new life where de-
pression no longer is a dominant 
force.  

“Mt. Marathon led me to the 
southern trek of the Iditarod Trail, 
that led me to hook up with Carol 
and Tim at the Resurrection 100, 
which led to Carol’s running in 
Nome,” said Romey. “I’ve been run-
ning in Anchorage and skiing from 
Anchorage to Talkeetna and then 
from Unalakleet to here. And now 
I’ve meet up with Carol and we’ll 
finish the final 20 miles.” They skied 
and ran recently from Safety to 
Nome. 

Asked what the movie about trails 
will look like Romey answered that 
he was now so deep into the experi-
ence that it’s hard to see the big pic-
ture. “What I’d like to do is make the 
movie I wish I could see,” said 
Romey. “I feel like when it comes to 
trails it’s hard to explain what kind 
of impact they could have in your 
life. There are so many facets. Trails 
can encompass everything.” Romey 
paints beautiful water colors along 
the trail. He keeps them in a small 
notebook. As frozen water is a prob-
lem a lot of the small pictures are 
painted using alcohol instead of 
water.  

“It’s like seeing a tiny piece of the 
puzzle without all of it being put to-
gether,” said Romey, holding up one 
of the small paintings. “What I’m 
hoping to do this year is combine all 
these different angles and maybe 
show the big, complex amazing pic-
ture of trails in Alaska. It’s just a cou-
ple communities in one state but I 
think it talks about something much 
bigger.” Romey says he enjoyed ex-
periencing the trail from Unalakleet 
with Tim Lemaire and then being 
able to talk to Carol and hear her 
story.  

Romey is dyslexic, unable to deal 
with words and with writing. So he 
paints and makes films. “I’ve been 
sketching forever so I’ve been paint-
ing for this whole journey and my 
hope is to be able to use watercolors 
in addition to film in this adventure 
to be able to connect complex ideas 
and I think I’ll be able to use the cre-
ating of the watercolors and a little 
bit on animation to fill in some of 
these big gaps.” 

How long until the film is com-
plete? “It’s like climbing a moun-
tain,” said Romey. “You think when 
you get the final shot you’ll be done. 
But when you climb a mountain you 
reach the summit and you feel like ‘I 
did it.’ But you’re halfway. Same 
with a film. I’ve been really inspired 
by what Carol is doing and I feel like 
she’s had such success in being able 
to share her story to a wider audience 
and help people find inspiration that 
way. And so I’m inspired to help tell 
stories, like Carol’s, like the other 
stories we’ve found on the trail. 
Share the inspiration and what trails 
can do.” 

Photo by Sean Knudsen 
LOTS OF SNOW— Kim Knudsen and her dog Sitka stand on top of a gigantic snowdrift covering the family’s 
car, after a blizzard on Sunday, March 28.  

A movie about trails includes Nome

Photo by James Mason 
NOME TRAILS— Carol Seppilu and Max Romey travel on the Iditarod trail between Safety and Nome on 
March 27.

Photo by James Mason 
SNOW REMOVAL— Work crews were busy on March 29 removing snow from City streets.

Photo by James Mason 
MAKING ROOM— A loader-mounted snow blower transfers snow onto 
a dump truck on March 29.
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