
APPROACHING NOME— Kailyn Davis mushes her dog team into the sunset and to her first finish of the Iditarod, on March 19. 
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50th Iditarod finishes with 37 mushers in Nome
By Diana Haecker 

The 50th running of the Iditarod 
came to a close on Saturday, March 
19 at 11:39 p.m. when Apayqauq 
Reitan crossed the finish line as the 
last and 37th musher to finish the 
race. A large crowd gathered on 
Front Street, to welcome Reitan as 
she drove her seven dogs under the 
burled arch, after having spent 13 
days, 8 hours and 39 minutes on the 
trail.  

Most finishers and her dad Ketil 
Reitan greeted her in Nome and 
watched as she extinguished both the 
red lantern and the Widow’s Lantern. 
Iditarod musher Barb Moore handed 
her the Red Lantern saying that in 
1980, she was the recipient of the red 
lantern. 

The race came to an official end 
with every musher off the trail. Of 
the 49 teams who started, 37 made it 
to Nome. The last stretch of trail 
proved to be treacherous for six 
teams who were caught in severe 
ground storm in the Topkok Hills 
and who were forced to scratch as 
they either pushed the Help button 
on their trackers or accepted outside 
help from Search and Rescue teams. 

Throughout the race, once 
mushers hit the Norton Sound coast, 
strong winds were a factor from Un-
alakleet all the way to the finish line 
in Nome. Mushers fought ground 
storms across the sea ice. An open 

lead developed outside of Elim, 
causing some teams to have to swim 
across the narrow lead. Winds were 
fierce enough to turn former Iditarod 
champion Mitch Seavey around to 
retreat to the previous checkpoint. 
Two mushers, Mille Porsild and Mi-
chelle Phillips, received a time pen-
alty when the brought their dogs out 
of the wind and into a shelter cabin 
near Elim, in violation of a rule that 
prohibits dogs in shelter cabins.  

Nome’s Aaron Burmeister, who 
announced that this would be his last 
running of the Iditarod, joked that 
this year presented every challenge 
that Iditarod can throw at a musher: 
warm temperatures in the beginning, 
glare ice, moguls and dirt in the Fare-
well Burn, heavy snow on the 
Yukon, more moguls on the Portage 
trail and fierce winds on the coast.  

Musher Matt Failor reported that 
near Galena, an aggressive moose 
threatened dog teams and he had to 
dispatch the animal.  

Jeff King, who didn’t plan on rac-
ing this year, ended up driving Nic 
Petit’s team to Nome, after Petit 
tested positive for COVID and 
wasn’t allowed to start. King ran his 
first Iditarod 41 years ago and placed 
28th, in a time of 15 days. This year, 
the four-time champion placed also 
in 28th position, but with a time of 
11 days, one hour and 58 minutes. 

Photo by Diana Haecker 
RED LANTERN— Apayauq Reitan was the last musher to cross the finish line and bring the 2022 Iditarod 
to an end, on Satursday, March 19 at 11:39 p.m. 

Region has 81 active 
COVID cases 

By Peter Loewi 
Two years to the day since Norton 

Sound Health Corporation started 
the tribal leaders COVID calls, 
people from across the region con-
tinue to call in to learn about the la-
test regional COVID updates. 
Currently, cases continue to trend 
downwards, but are slightly higher 
than last week. 

There are currently 81 active 
cases in the region: 58 in Nome, six 
in Elim, three each in Golovin, St. 
Michael, Stebbins, Wales, and White 
Mountain and one each in Savoonga 
and Shishmaref. 

NSHC’s Medical Director Dr. 
Mark Peterson reported that “we 

have not seen any kind of big out-
burst of COVID related to the bas-
ketball tournament or Iditarod.”  

Also on the call, Public Relations 
Manager Reba Lean announced a 
survey that the Alaska Native Tribal 
Health Consortium is working on re-
garding vaccine hesitancy. The 
ANTHC Immunization Dept. re-
ceived a grant to conduct a needs as-
sessment to understand vaccine 
hesitancy. Lean explained that al-
though this region has a relatively 
high percentage of people vacci-
nated, they are “still interested in 
learning where people get their in-
formation and what influences their 
choices regarding vaccines and how 
we can use that information to make 
our communications more meaning-
ful or provide better education.” 
The survey is for everyone 18 or 
older. If completed by April 8, par-
ticipants will receive $10. The sur-
vey is available online or in the 
clinic, takes about 10 minutes and is 
confidential. 

Lean said that although the last 
count was taken two months ago, at 
least 73 percent of this region is fully 
vaccinated, which is above both the 
state and national average. However, 
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City settles lawsuit with Bun Hardy
By Diana Haecker 

The City of Nome settled a civil 
lawsuit with Clarice Bun Hardy in 
the amount of $750,000 and a public 
apology.  

Hardy, represented by the ACLU 
programs and the lawfirm Sonosky, 
Chambers, Sachse, Miller & Monk-
man, filed a lawsuit in May 2020 
against the City of Nome, former 
Nome Police Chief John Papasodora 
and former NPD Lt. Nicholas Har-
vey. The lawsuit alleged that NPD 
repeatedly ignored her report of a 

sexual assault she suffered.  
Hardy worked as a dispatcher at 

the Nome Police Department. In 
March 2017 she reported to her col-
leagues at NPD that she had been 
raped but NPD did not launch an in-
vestigation into the case. At the time, 
John Papasodora held the NPD 
Chief of Police position and Lt. 
Nicholas Harvey was the officer to 
whom Hardy reported the rape.  

Alleging the failure to investigate 
was systemic, a ACLU press release 
stated that “a later investigation into 

the department revealed hundreds of 
sexual assault reports, most filed by 
Alaska Native women, went without 
investigation.”  

The settlement will result in a dis-
missal of the lawsuit and payment to 
Hardy. According to the settlement 
document and Nome City Manager 
Glen Steckman, the AMLJIA 
(Alaska Municipal League Joint In-
surance Association) will pay the 
$750,000, which includes legal costs 

continued on page 4

Storm drives six Iditarod 
mushers to scratch at end of race

By RB Smith and 
 Diana Haecker 

Last Friday, a strong ground 
storm in the Topkok Hills surprised 
a group of Iditarod mushers as they 
ran from White Mountain to Safety, 
one of the last legs of the race. Six 
mushers had to be rescued by snow-
machines and scratched from the 
race. Two mushers broke bones and 
suffered from hypothermia. 

The group of mostly rookie 
mushers came into White Mountain 
in the evening of Thursday, March 
17, between 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. Vet-
eran Jeff Deeter of Fairbanks came 

in first, followed by rookies Sean 
Williams of Chugiak, Sebastien Dos 
Santos Borges of France, Gerhardt 
Thiart of South Africa and Michigan, 
KattiJo Deeter of Fairbanks and 
Bridgett Watkins of Fairbanks. 

Veteran Riley Dyche of Fairbanks 
had made it in at noon on Thursday, 
and he left the checkpoint a little 
after 10 p.m. that night, into con-
ditions that were already becoming 
dangerously windy. In White Moun-
tain, though, the temperature was 
around 5°F and trees and the hillside 
blocked most of the increasing 
winds. 

“It’s going great,” Jeff Deeter said 
as he put down straw for his dogs. 
The mushers swapped stories and 
supplies as they prepared for their 
mandatory 8-hour layover in White 
Mountain. Some mentioned the 
windy conditions coming into the 
village from Elim. 

 “If we had a day without wind, it 
would be a different trail,” Watkins 
said. Dyche described the windswept 
ice “like someone had just scraped 
down it with the edge of a snow-
board.” 

continued on page 5
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Hello out there, 
I have thought to want to run for 

Senate just to be able to spend the 
money the way it is supposed to be 
spent.  It’s just too bad I really don’t 
care about money.  I’d rather care 
about people, therefore I have no 
money to go anywhere.  Otherwise, 
I love meeting and talking to people. 

I think I liked working at the 
school the most because, there was 
always something to do.  I was 
taught that if you aren’t doing some-
thing at work—you shouldn’t be get-
ting paid, so I can never just sit there. 

I was taught that people are pre-
cious.  That everyone are all people, 
therefore everyone means some-
thing.  Every person is special, no 
matter the color. 

I was taught that if you have extra 
of something and you see a person 

who needs not more than you, you 
give it to them. 

When I went to meetings when I 
was young with my parents they 
would sometimes go into the next 
morning because they already went 
to midnight.  Why?  Because, they 
would listen to what anyone had to 
say about the subject.  Especially, it 
seems, in the PTA (Parent Teacher 
Assoc.) meetings.  I would get 
booted out about at 10, my parents 
would often come home around mid-
night.  At times they’d say, “Arah, 
get to go back in the morning.” 

I was thinking—there are 309 
Alaskan Villages, why not have them 
do community gardens and send 
them seeds.  That would help subsi-
dize some food anyway. 

They advertise connex box houses 
for cheap enough.  Guess I’d see 

about 10 per village, and see if there 
would be grants out there so the vil-
lages could apply for to match that.  
Since it seems a house costs an arm 
and a leg.  At least it would give 
some people a place to live. 

I believe that people have the right 
as to whether or not they take the 
vaccine.  It is their given right.  I 
don’t think it should impede their 
work.  I also think that people don’t 
need the booster shots.  They already 
took the two shots, it has been shown 
that even with the three,  they still get 
COVID.  My belief is that sure it is a 
virus, we get different ones every 
year.  Every year some people die 
from them but, most people don’t. 

I think that for people’s well-
being, it is time to quit being so 
scared, and start taking care of each 
other again. 

I have told some of the Legisla-
ture who happen to come across my 
path, “You’re not supposed to come 
to a village for just two to four hours, 
you’re supposed to stay two to four 
days, and listen to what people have 
to say.” 

Anyway, take care you all.  Re-
member to tell people where you’re 

going so they won’t have to look ev-
erywhere.  And, there’s probably 
water under the snow/ice. 

Don’t forget to check on each 
other. 

As always, 
Karen Nanouk 
P.O. Box 282 
Unalakleet, AK 99684 
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Mother Nature has once again in-
fluenced the outcome of the Iditarod 
sled dog race and denied several 
mushers their goal to reach Nome. 
The winds on the coast and on the 
final stretch between White Moun-
tain and Nome have dashed dreams 
of finishing the Last Great Race and 
undoubtedly left mushers with night-

mares for weeks to come. 
 The unsung heroes and vol-

unteers who mark the trails with re-
flectorized tripods, renovate and 
stock shelter cabins with wood and 
food, and who answer the call with-
out hesitation and rescue people, 
need to be recognized. We know who 
they are and we salute them.  

It would be nice if the Iditarod or-
ganization and the rescued mushers 
would publicly recognize the good 
Samaritans and search and rescue 
groups who sprung into action to get 
them and their dogs to safety.  

A sincerely expressed ‘Thank 
You’ would go  a long way.  

—D.H.—
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COMMUNITY  
CALENDAR

Thursday, March 24 
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center open 7 days a week, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, closed 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  

Richard Foster Building - Library + Museum M-F 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
*Afterschool (grades 3-8) Nome Rec Center 3:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
*BJJ Nome Rec Center 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
*Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
*Open Bowling Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
*PM Lap/Fam Nome Pool 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Friday, March 25 

Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 

Nome Visitor Center open 7 days a week, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, closed 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  
Richard Foster Building - Library + Museum M-F 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
*FREE Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 12:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
*Afterschool (grades 3-8) Nome Rec Center 3:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Main Gym Closed for Cleaning - 6:45 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
*Drop in Soccer (Age 15+) Nome Rec Center 8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
*Kido Nome Rec Center 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 a.m. 
*Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
*Open Bowling Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 

Have you got a drug problem?  Narcotics Anonymous has a solution!  
NA Meeting is held on Friday night at 7 pm, at the Katirvik Cultural Center 

Saturday, March 26 
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center open 7 days a week, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, closed 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  

Richard Foster Building - Library + Museum M-F 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

*FREE Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 12:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
*Drop in Volleyball (9th grade+) Nome Rec Center 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
*Red Pin Bowling Nome Rec Center 4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Sunday, March 27 

Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 

Nome Visitor Center open 7 days a week, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, closed 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  
Richard Foster Building - Library + Museum M-F 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
*Open Swim Nome Pool 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
*Lap Swim Nome Pool 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Monday, March 28  
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center open 7 days a week, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, closed 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  

Richard Foster Building - Library + Museum M-F 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
*Common Council Council Chambers 7:00 p.m. 
 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 12:00 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
*Afterschool (grades 3-8) Nome Rec Center 3:00 a.m. - 5:15 p.m. 
*Co-Ed Volleyball Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
*Kido Nome Rec Center 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 a.m. 
*BJJ Nome Rec Center 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
*Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, March 29  
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center open 7 days a week, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, closed 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  

Richard Foster Building - Library + Museum M-F 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
*Afterschool (grades 3-8) Nome Rec Center 3:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 
*Drop in Soccer (Age15+) Nome Rec Center 8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
*Strong Nation Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
*Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
*PM Lap Nome Pool 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala 5:30 p.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 30
Nome City Hall Public hours will be 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m./Noon and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Nome Recreation Center 30 people allowed in the gym and 15 in the weight room (at one time). 
Nome Visitor Center open 7 days a week, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, closed 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Richard Foster Building - Library + Museum M-F 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
 

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 12:00 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. 
*Afterschool (grades 3-8) Nome Rec Center 2:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. 
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 4:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
*Kido Nome Rec Center 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 a.m. 
*Martial Arts Nome Rec Center 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
*Lap Swim Nome Pool 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
*PM Lap/Fam Nome Pool 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

3 regional  THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022  

Follow us:  
 

on Twitter  
@nomenugget_ak 
 
 
on Facebook 
@NomeNuggetNews

And download the 
free  

Nome Nugget 
app to get  
headlines 

 and stories  
delivered to your 
iPhone or iPad. 
Scan the qr code 

below 

Climate Watch
By Rick Thoman 

Alaska Climate Specialist 
Alaska Center for Climate As-

sessment and Policy 
International Arctic Research 
Center/University of Alaska  

Fairbanks 
 
The return of the Iditarod to the 

Norton Sound coast this year brought 
another bout of race-impacting 
strong winds to parts of trail between 
White Mountain and Safely.  

Between March 12 and 19, the 
average wind speed at the Johnson’s 
Camp weather station east of Solo-
mon was 28 mph, compared to 15 
mph at White Mountain and 12 mph 
at Nome Airport. Gusts hit up to 57 
mph on March 17 around 8 pm and 
stayed in the high 40 to 50 mph 
range for days. Things calmed down 
around midnight, March 20.  

Everyone who has ever traveled 
along the coast between Cape Nome 
and the Topkok Hills in the winter 
and spring is well aware of the 

frequent occurrence of high winds 
and severe blowing and drifting 
snow in this region, and the Nome 
Kennel Club’s Topkok shelter cabin 
has been a life saver for many trav-
elers caught in a storm.  

Why is this region so windy 
sometimes when nearby areas (say, 
Nome) are not windy, but at other 
times the Topkok area is not any 
windier than other areas along the 
southern Seward Peninsula coast? 
The answer lies in orientation of the 
Seward Peninsula mountain ranges 
and the rivers that cut through them 
influencing the way air moves be-
tween higher and lower pressure. 
When cold air moves onto the Sew-
ard Peninsula from the north or west, 
this causes atmospheric pressure to 
rise, and near the ground the air will 
(approximately) flow from high 
pressure toward lower pressure to the 
south, so a general north wind de-
velops. At the same time, the moun-
tains function as partial “dam”, 
deflecting the cold air as it moves 

southward. The wall of rock that 
characterizes the north face of the 
Kigluaik Mountains is especially ef-
fective in shunting cold air to the 
west toward Brevig Mission and 
Teller, and southeast, where the cold 
air then pours southeastward through 
the Pilgrim and Niukluk River val-
leys before fanning out.  The same 
process occurs on the east side of the 
Darby mountains. Of course, the 
“dam” of the mountain is leaky, there 
are many smaller scale processes and 
interactions with the land that com-
bine to yield the winds that occur at 
a particular place. The meteorologi-
cal patterns and processes that pro-
duce these winds are well known and 
understood. What’s much more dif-
ficult to access is the extent and sev-
erity of blowing snow in the windy 
areas, which depend on the local 
conditions of the snow surface, in-
cluding the strength of any wind or 
rain crust and can vary greatly over 
short distances and so much more 
difficult to forecast.  
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Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority is seeking applications 
for a three-bedroom unit for the King Island Native Community.  
 
If you are a King Island Tribal member, BSRHA encourages you 
to apply. Applications can be found on the BSRHA website 
www.bsrha.org, or paper copies are available at the main office  
at 1008 East Front Street. For more info, call 907-443-5256. 
 
The complete application needs to be submitted by April 1st, 2021.  

Available Soon 

King Island Home on 5th Ave, Nome • COVID 

the percentage of those who have 
gotten their booster is much lower. 

“The third dose is really, really 
important,” physician and infectious-
disease researcher Gili Regev-Yo-
chay, told Nature Magazine. 
Regev-Yochay, who works at the 
Sheba Medical Center in Israel, re-
cently co-authored a paper studying 
a fourth shot. This second booster re-
stores antibody levels to those waned 
since the third shot, but provides 
only a small boost against protection. 
Both Pfizer and Moderna have asked 
the FDA to look at data regarding a 
fourth shot for the elderly and immu-
nocompromised.  

Dr. Peterson suggested that if it 
isn’t necessary, let’s not do it, but if 
it is necessary, let’s do it. 

A CDC study released Friday, 
March 18, reports that during the 
Delta and Omicron waves, people 
who had received three shots of the 
mRNA vaccines were 94 percent less 
likely to be put on a ventilator or die 
due to COVID than unvaccinated pa-
tients. 

As case numbers decrease in the 
region, state, and across the country, 
a subvariant of Omicron, called 
known as “BA2” is causing a large 
rebound in cases in the UK and 
around the world. Estimated to be 
50-60 percent more contagious than 
the already-extremely-contagious 
Omicron variant, BA2 does not ap-
pear to be more harmful.  

White House Chief Medical Ad-
visor Dr. Anthony Fauci says he ex-
pects an uptick of cases, but not 
necessarily a surge, such as with past 
variants. When the genomic 
sequence graph was last updated by 
DHSS on February 20, 2022, BA2 
made up 43 percent of all cases in 

Alaska. 
Dr. Peterson stressed that this 

does not change any of the guidance 
thus far, and what we know works 
still works. 

The week in numbers: 
On Tuesday, March 15, NSHC 

identified 31 COVID-19 cases. 
There were 13 in Nome, 11 in Golo-
vin, two in Stebbins, and one in each 
Brevig, Elim, St. Michael, Teller and 
White Mountain. 

That led to 75 active cases in the 
region: 44 in Nome, 13 in Golovin, 
six in Teller, five in St. Michael, 
three in Stebbins, two in Brevig, and 
one in each Elim and White Moun-
tain. 

On Thursday, March 17, NSHC 
identified 11 COVID-19 cases in the 
region. There were 10 new cases in 
Nome and one in Brevig Mission. 
This brought the number of active 
cases to 76: 41 in Nome, 12 in Golo-
vin, eight in Elim, four in Teller, 
three in St. Michael, three in Steb-
bins, two in Savoonga and one each 
in Brevig, Wales and White Moun-
tain. 

Over the weekend from Friday, 
March 18 to Sunday, March 20, 
NSHC identified 48 cases of 
COVID-19: 32 in Nome, four in St. 
Michael, three in Elim, three in Go-
lovin, three in Stebbins, and one each 
in Teller, Wales, and Shishmaref. 

As usual over the weekend, active 
cases dropped, this time to 65: 44 in 
Nome, six in Elim, four in St. Mi-
chael, three in Golovin, three in Steb-
bins, two in Savoonga, and one each 
in Shishmaref, Teller and Wales. 

On Monday, March 21, NSHC 
identified 36 COVID-19 cases in the 
region. 24 in Nome, five in Elim, 
three in White Mountain, two in 
Wales, and one each in Golovin and 
Savoonga. 

Since March, 2020, the United 
States has reported 79,778,889 cases 
of COVID-19 and 972,634 COVID-
associated deaths. 

In the same time, Alaska has seen 
at least 237,325 cases, 3,714 hospi-
talizations and 1,169 deaths. There 
are currently 45 people hospitalized 
as a result of COVID-19, with three 
patients on ventilators. 

The Nome, Bering Strait and Nor-
ton Sound region has had at least 
5,547 cases, 42 hospitalizations and 
five deaths. 

continued from page 1

Congressman Don Young dead at 88
By Diana Haecker 

Congressman Don Young died on 
Friday, March 18 at age 88. He and 
his wife Anne traveled in an airplane 
from L.A. when Young lost con-
sciousness as the plane descended 
into Seattle and was pronounced 
dead at the concourse in the airport 
terminal.  

Young served his 25th term as 
Alaska’s member of the House of 
Representatives. He first won a spe-
cial election in March 1973 and has 
been Alaska’s congressman ever 
since, for 49 years.  

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi an-
nounced that Young, the Dean of the 
House and longest serving Repub-
lican representative, will lie in state 
in the National Statuary Hall in the 
Capitol on Tuesday, March 29. 

President Joe Biden released a 
statement saying he knew Don 
Young for a long time. “He always 
stayed true to who he was and the 
people of Alaska he represented. 

Tough. Loyal. A consensus builder,” 
Biden said. “He was larger than life, 
but always focused on Alaskans’ ev-
eryday lives. As Dean of the House, 
he was the longest-serving House 
Republican in history—but cher-
ished photos of his legislation being 
signed into law by ten presidents, 
Republicans and Democrats.” Biden 
said that Young’s legacy lives on in 
the infrastructure projects he de-
lighted in steering across Alaska.  

Alaskan organizations and pol-
iticians have expressed shock and 
sadness over Young’s unexpected 
passing.  

Young was seeking reelection in 
this year’s fall elections. When a va-
cancy occurs in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, the United States 
Constitution requires a special elec-
tion to be called before a replacement 
can be seated. 

The Alaska Division of Elections 
issued a press briefing saying that the 
special primary must be held no less 

than 60 and no more than 90 days 
after the vacancy of the seat. The pri-
mary is an open, non-partisan pri-
mary where the top four candidates 
advance to the special general elec-
tion.  

The division stated that the pri-
mary election would have to take 
place sometime between June 11 and 
June 16.  

The special general election 
would then be held on the first Tues-
day not later than 60 days after the 
special primary. If the primary elec-
tion would be held June 11, the spe-
cial general election would be held 
on August 16. The candidate selected 
would serve the remainder of 
Young’s term until elections in the 
fall and taking office in January 
2023.  

To give time for candidates to file 
for office, the governor needs to 
issue a special election proclamation 
by March 25. After that, the candi-
dacy filing period begins until ap-

proximately April 1.  
Voters approved a ballot measure 

that changed the voting process from 
party primaries to an open, nonparti-
san primary, which will precede the 
special election. Voters will choose 
their favorite and the top four candi-
dates will advance to a general spe-
cial election. 

In the general special election 
ranked choice voting will allow 
voters to rank candidates in order of 
their preference. When a candidate 

receives a majority, they win. If no 
candidate receives a majority in the 
first round, the candidate with the fe-
west first choice votes is eliminated 
and voters who ranked them first 
have their vote transferred to their 
next choice. This process continues 
until one candidate receives a major-
ity. 

The Division of Election, if pri-
mary election is held on June 11, tar-
gets June 25 to certify the primary 
election.  

• City settles 
and attorney’s fees. The settlement 
also stipulates that each party bears 
its own legal expenses and lawyer 
fees. Steckman said the City was rep-
resented by an attorney provided by 
AMLJIA, paid for by insurance.  

According to Steckman, the set-
tlement paid out by the AMLJIA also 
covers Papasodora and Harvey as 
they were in the employ of the Nome 
Police Department at the time. 

The agreement was signed by all 
parties – Papasodora, Harvey and 
Steckman on behalf of the City - be-
tween March 17 and March 21. 

In addition to the financial settle-
ment, the agreement stipulates that 
the City of Nome issues a public 
statement to include an apology to 
Bun Hardy “for the fact that NPD in 
2017 and 2018 failed to adequately 
and properly investigate her com-
plaint of sexual assault.”  

On Tuesday afternoon, the City is-
sued the apology in a press release 
on behalf of the Mayor and the 
Nome Common Council. It reads in 

parts that “The City is aware that the 
NPD’s failure to respond, as it should 
have, caused Ms. Hardy to suffer un-
necessarily, and we’re deeply sorry. 
We hope that today’s settlement pro-
vides Ms. Hardy with some measure 
of comfort and resources to help her 
regain her strength. The Mayor and 
Common Council of Nome has insti-
tuted measures and is actively mon-
itoring the NPD to make sure that 
what happened to Ms. Hardy may 
never happen again.” 

In 2018, Nome and NPD were 
under different administrative lead-
ership than they are today. In late 
summer 2018, Nome Police Chief 
Papasodora chose to not renew his 
contract and he left his position on 
Sept. 15, 2018. Under the direction 
of Bob Estes, Papasodora’s succes-
sor, former Lt. Nicholas Harvey was 
allowed to resign from NPD after a 
performance review found problems 
with his work. Also, in September 
2018 instead of opting to extend his 
contract for two more years, then-
City Manager Tom Moran signed a 

six-month extension of his contract. 
After allegations of harassing behav-
ior surfaced, he was put on admin-
istrative leave and resigned in 
October. As city manager, Moran 
was the supervisor of NPD Chief Pa-
pasodora.  

City Manager Steckman said that 
NPD leadership since then has 
worked to completely investigate 
more than 400 sexual assault and 
other violent cases. The state was be-
hind processing the SART kits and it, 
too, has worked to clear the backlog, 
but Kawerak Inc. NSEDC, NSHC 
and the City of Nome have allocated 
funds to process the Nome SART 
kits in an independent lab in Virginia 
to speed up the processing time.  

In a statement, Bun Hardy said 
that she has been reliving trauma for 
the last five years but she hopes it is 
not for nothing: “My hope is that the 
City of Nome stays true to the prom-
ise made in the apology and that it 
follows through on measures to en-
sure what happened to me doesn’t 
happen again.” 

continued from page 1
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DON YOUNG AT AFN—  Don Young died on Friday at age 88. He was 
the longest serving Republican in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
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Despite the weather, most 
mushers seemed to be in good spirits. 
After tending to their dogs, they were 
able to get some sleep and warmed 
up in the White Mountain library, 
which had been opened up to the Idi-
tarod by village residents the pre-
vious Tuesday. 

For public health reasons, the 
original plan was for both volunteers 
and mushers to stay in a row of 
heated Arctic Oven tents that had 
been set up on the riverbank just out-
side the river. However, the vol-
unteers quickly ran into supply 
issues. They lacked sufficient fuel to 
heat the tents and cook their food, 
and the plywood outhouses that had 
been built ahead of time offered no 
insulation. 

In response, local White Moun-
tain residents let the volunteers into 
the public library, which had some 
bedrooms, electricity, internet, run-
ning water and a small kitchen. This 
had become the de facto checkpoint 
building by the time the group of 
mushers came in on Thursday night.  

Because of the large number of 
people that night, the volunteers de-
cided to go back to the tents to sleep, 
and left the library open for the 
mushers. People went to bed soon 
after sundown, and were back out by 
3 a.m. to mush the final stretch to 
Nome. 

That morning was about as calm 
as the previous night in White Moun-
tain, but a violent storm was already 
descending on the trail just outside 
the village. Unbeknownst to the Idi-
tarod staff in the village, Dyche was 
already battling fierce winds and was 
struggling to reach the Nome Kennel 
Club Topkok shelter cabin, where he 
would spend more than 24 hours 
waiting out the storm.  

The next several hours went by 
uneventfully in White Mountain. The 
volunteers were waiting for the next 
round of mushers to arrive in White 
Mountain and they saw that some 
mushers’ trackers were stopped in 
the Topkok hills, but had heard no 
news of any serious problems. 

But that changed when at about 
1:30 p.m. on Friday, Ed Stang ar-
rived in White Mountain with Ger-
hardt Thiart riding on the back of his 
snowmachine. Thiart was hypother-
mic and had a hurt ankle. Stang in-
formed Iditarod staff that Bridgett 
Watkins, along with all of Thiart’s 
and Watkins’ dogs, was in need of 
rescue. 

 
 The chain of events 
In Nome, the Nome Fire Dept. 

just returned from a response to a 
kitchen fire at the Polar Cub Café 
when Daniel Stang arrived at the Fire 
Hall on Friday morning, asking them 
if they’re gearing up to go check on 
the mushers stalled due a wind storm 
between Topkok and the Klokerblok 
River. Fire Chief Jim West Jr. was 
then notified of the situation and con-
tacted White Mountain Search and 
Rescue and arranged for a Bering Air 
helicopter to fly to White Mountain 
to pick up Bridgett Watkins. Prior to 

that, Bridgett Watkins had called her 
husband Scotty Watkins in Nome by 
sat phone and told him she and Ger-
hardt Thiart needed help. Watkins 
alerted the Iditarod and Mike Owens, 
a long time Nome musher and Idita-
rod volunteer, called Dan and Ed 
Stang, who were at their cabin in 
Council, to ask if they could do a 
welfare check on the mushers. While 
the Stangs were alerted, Scotty Wat-
kins, his cousin Drew McCann and 
Mike, Melissa and Michael Owens 
readied their snowmachines in Nome 
to ride out. Ed Stang said in an inter-
view with the Nome Nugget that he 
went out and knowing their exact po-
sition, he found Bridgett and Ger-
hard. “It was definitely windy,” he 
said,“but at least you could see, be-
cause there was not much snow 
blowing around.” Watkins waved 
him down and her first concern was 
that they couldn’t get a dog out of a 
snowcave they dug as snow com-
pacted around it. Stang said she in-
formed him that she and Gerhard had 
pushed the help button on the Idita-
rod tracker. “She was doing ok, but 
Gerhard was just sitting there and I 
could tell he was in rough shape,” 
said Stang. Stang then devised a plan 
to shuttle the dogs to a more shel-
tered place near trees about a couple 
of miles away from where they were. 
They emptied out Thiart’s sled and 
loaded dogs in and Watkins and 
Stang took the first load to the shel-
tered spot. The sled kept on tipping 
over and finally Watkins said they 
need to request a helicopter to get ev-
erybody out. Stang texted his dad to 
relay the message to Nome that a 
helicopter was needed. “We got into 
the trees, in the sun and out of the 
wind, and Bridgett stayed there with 
the dogs,” Stang said. He went back 
and the sled kept on flipping over by 
the wind. Thiart was very cold by 
then and couldn’t use his hands. 
Stang loaded more dogs in the sled 

and told Thiart to hang on and lean 
into the wind to prevent the sled 
from flipping. However, right at the 
bottom of the Klokerblok River 
crossing, the sled flipped and Thiart 
screamed in pain, saying he broke his 
ankle. The situation turned serious, 
with Thiart being hypothermic and 
hurt and unable to assist in the task 
at hand. Stang said he grabbed Thiart 
by the ruff of his hood, dragged him 
to his snowmachine and loaded him 
up. They continued on to take the 
dogs to Watkins and Stang, a dentist 
and versed in medical decisions, 
made the assessment that Thiart 
needed help rather sooner than later. 
Stang decided to take him directly to 
White Mountain as Watkins and 
most of the dogs were in place out of 
harms way. When arriving at the 
checkpoint, Stang said the check-
point officials seemed to be unaware 
of the situation and he had to knock 
on several checkpoint tents before 
finding somebody who then alerted 
the rest of the crew. Thiart was taken 
to the city office and White Moun-
tain Search and Rescue started to 
gear up and head to Watkins to assist 
her and the remaining seven dogs 
that were left at the windy spot on the 
trail. 

For the lack of a weather station 
in the Topkok Hills, the wind speed 
can be only extrapolated from data 
gathered at Johnson’s Camp on the 
coast. It ranged between 35 mph sus-
tained winds gusting up to 45 mph.  

In the meantime, Drew McCann 
and Scotty Watkins fought their own 
battle through the Topkok Blowhole. 
McCann said they stopped at Safety 
to wait for the Owens’ crew, but 
when they didn’t arrive, they kept on 
going.  

Race marshal Mark Nordman 
confirmed that the Owens’ turned 
around before the blowhole and re-
turned to Nome.  

Watkins and McCann checked on 
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United Utilities | United-KUC
Yukon Telephone A GCI Company

Lifeline is a government assistance program available to 
qualifying low-income residential customers who must provide 
documentation of eligibility. Service is limited to one benefit 
per household for one wireline, wireless or broadband internet 
service, and is non-transferable.  Annual recertification of 
eligibility is required. Qualifying new customers may also be 
eligible for connection assistance under the Link-Up program.

WIRELINE PHONE
$1.00 Per Month

INTERNET DISCOUNT*
of $34.25 Per Month

CHOOSE ONE!

Wireline Local Phone Service, including Lifeline,
is available from United Utilities, United-KUC
and Yukon Telephone

*$34.25 savings on a Lifeline approved 
internet plan only; Taxes and surcharges

are extra.

Our companies are designated by the 

Regulatory Commission of Alaska as an 

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier to provide 

local exchange telephone service, including 

Lifeline, throughout our service areas.  Our 

local phone service includes the required 

“supported services” defined in state 

regulation at 3 AAC 53.499(13).

For further information and a Lifeline application, contact us:
Customer Care: 1-800-478-2020
Email: customer@uui-alaska.com
Online: www.uui-alaska.com/lifeline

Or check eligibility and apply
online using USAC’s National
Verifier.  Information is available
at www.lifelinesupport.org

Announcing the  
Nome Animal House  

March 2022 Veterinary Clinic!  

March 23 - March 29 

 
Wellness Exams, Health Certificates, Vaccines, 
Bloodwork, Lumpectomies, Dental Cleaning, 
Spay/Neuter Surgeries, X-Rays, Emergency 
Treatment, Allergy Testing, Prescription Food, 
and More!   
 
Low Cost Spay/Neuter Assistance Vouchers 
available & Care Credit accepted! 

 
Call 443-2490  

or e-mail: nomeanimalhouse@gmail.com  
to Nome Animal House make an appointment.

continued from page 1

• Storm 

Photos by RB Smith 
INTO WHITE MOUNTAIN (top)— Gerhardt Thiart arrives in White 
Mountain on Thursday, March 17 at 7:25 p.m. 
 
ARRIVING— Bridgett Watkins is directed to a parking spot in White 
Mountain as she arrived at 7:33 p.m. Their most challenging run lay 
ahead as Watkins and Thiart left White Mountain at 4 a.m., mushing 
into a strong wind storm in the Topkok Hills.  
 

Photo by RB Smith 
COOKING— Thiart cooks a meal for the dogs in White Mountain.

Riley Dyche who was at the Nome 
Kennel Club’s Topkok Shelter cabin 
– he was safe. They came upon Sean 
Williams and told him a crew was 
coming. “But we never saw the 
Deeters and Sebastien,” McCann 
said. The wind flipped McCann’s 
snowmachine and that he was con-
cerned it would overheat as there 
was very little snow kicked to cool it 
down. They found Watkins with the 

dogs where Stang left them and went 
to get the remaining seven dogs out 
of the wind. A good Samaritan from 
White Mountain assisted in the task 
and while transporting that group of 
dogs, the sled flipped and Watkins 
hurt her collarbone. Scotty Watkins 
took his wife then to White Moun-
tain and eventually the veterinarians 

continued on page 6
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Ticket Locations:

Tickets availabl l

Auke Bay: DeHarts Store 
Barrow: Alaska Commercial Co. 
Cordova: Alaska Commercial Co. 
  Nichols Backdoor Store 
Dutch Harbor: Safeway 
Galena: Yukon Inn, Sweetsir's 
 
 

Haines: Outfitter Sporting Goods, 
  Oleruds’s Inc. 
Homer: Eagle Quality Center,    
  Ulmer’s Drug & Hardware,  
  Down East Saloon,  
  Kachemak Gear Shed 
Kodiak: Safeway + Oaken Keg 
Kotzebue: Alaska Commercial Co. 
McGrath: Alaska Commercial Co. 
Nome: Eagle Quality Ctr. (Hansons),  
  Alaska Commercial Co. 
Petersburg: Harbor Bar 
Prudhoe Bay: Brooks Range Supply 
Seward: Safeway, Gateway Chevron,  
Unalakleet: Unalakleet Native Store 
Valdez: Eagle Quality Center,  
St. Michael: Alaska Commercial Co.

Ticket Locations:

2021 jackpot: $233,591

An Alaskan Tradition

Nenana Ice Classic

Ice Watch  

Update: 

29.9 inches 

(As of 3/21/22)

How to take part: 
1. Buy your $2.50 ticket;  
    one for each guess. 
2. Fill out the ticket  
    with your date and time. 
3. Drop it in an Ice Classic can. 
4. Mark your calendar. 
5. Watch for breakup. 

www.nenanaakiceclassic.com • iceclassic@alaska.net • 907-832-5446

Tickets available through april 5

WE BUY GOLD
OXFORD BUYS PLACER GOLD FROM NOME DREDGERS,

AND HAS FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS.

Find us in Nome:
400 W 1st Avenue
1.907.304.1699
1.800.693.6740

www.oxfordmetals.com

Photo by RB Smith 
INTO WHITE MOUNTAIN— KattiJo Deeter arrives in White Mountain on March 17. 

and other Iditarod volunteers got the 
dogs to White Mountain. Thiart was 
taken by helicopter to Nome and the 
Watkins’ and McCann took a Bering 
Air flight out of White Mountain to 
Nome. 

All their dogs were shuttled via 
snowmachine to White Mountain on 
Friday night and over the course of 
the weekend flown to Nome.  

Meanwhile, Sean Williams, Dos 
Santos Borges and the Deeters were 
caught in the same storm farther 
down the trail. The Deeters and Dos 
Santos Borges were escorted to the 
Topkok shelter cabin by White 
Mountain Search and Rescue. 

They waited there with Dyche and 
around 30 dogs for the storm to let 
up. The cabin was recently ren-
ovated, had electricity, and was well-
insulated and stocked with supplies. 
When Dyche finally mushed to 
Nome on Saturday morning, he de-
scribed the situation as crowded but 
“bougie.” 

The Deeters mushed their dogs 
close to Nome and the teams were 
picked up by dog truck at Farley’s 
Camp.  

Williams was hunkered down 
farther back on the trail but was un-
injured. He and his dogs were taken 
to White Mountain via snowmachine 
on Friday evening. Mark Nordman 
said he’d been involved in one way 
or the other with the Iditarod since 
1983 but he’s never seen anything 
like that. It was one of the more de-

manding days,” he said.  
All six mushers who left Friday 

morning did not finish the race, but 
the final four – Eric Kelly of Knik, 
Kailyn Davis of Fairbanks, Yuka 
Honda of Healy and Apayauq Reitan 
of Kaktovik – made it into White 
Mountain on Friday afternoon and 
stayed there until the storm had 

mostly abated on midday Saturday. 
All four arrived in Nome late Sat-

urday night, with Reitan receiving 
the red lantern, to bring a close to the 
50th Iditarod. 

Photos by RB Smith 
BEING WITH THE DOGS— Bridgett Watkins lays with her dogs at the 
checkpoint in White Mountain. 

The Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority is proud 
to announce the opening of the Homeowners/Mortgage 
Holders Assistance Fund. (HAF). This program is open to 
any household enrolled in Brevig Mission, Council, Elim, 
Gambell, Golovin, Koyuk, Mary’s Igloo, Savoonga,  
Shaktoolik, Shishmaref, Solomon, Teller, Wales and White 
Mountain.  
  
The HAF program will provide up to 12 months of assistance 
towards their mortgage, utility, homeowners’ insurance, and 
property taxes for qualified applicants. 
  
Applications will be accepted until July 1st, 2022. 
  
Please go to our website bsrha.org or call 907-443-8622 for 
more information, or to get an application.

continued from page 5

• Storm 

OUT OF WHITE MOUNTAIN—Bridgett Watkins follows Gerhardt 
Thiart out of White Mountain and into the storm, on March 18, around 
4 a.m. 
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The Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority is still  
accepting applications for the Emergency Rental Assistance 
Program for ALL Bering Straits Regional Corporation 
tribal members who live inside or outside of the Bering 
Strait Region as long as they are not already receiving  
benefits from another program.  
  
The ERA program will provide up to 15 months of rent 
and/or utility assistance to renters who make less than 80% 
of the state income guideline. 
  
Applications will be accepted until April 1st. 
  
Please go to our website bsrha.org or call Maureen at  
907-443-8608 for more information, or to get an application.

Jeep vs. pole ends in one trip to AMCC, Nome left in the dark 
By Peter Loewi 

A drunk driver hit an utility pole 
on East 1st Ave in Nome early Sun-
day morning causing a power outage 
to much of the town.  

The driver, who said he had been 
drinking, drove his Jeep into the pole 
at the northeast corner of E 1st Ave 
and Mettler Way, behind the Armory. 

According to the Nome Police 
Department weekly press release, 
John Culp was arrested on charges of 
a DUI and criminal mischief in the 
third degree.  

While there were enough wires to 
prevent the pole from toppling over, 
power went down for what NJUS 
calls “City 1,” running from Front 
Street all the way out to Banner 
Creek.  

“He was very lucky the pole 
didn’t come down on him,” said 
Nome Volunteer Fire Dept. Chief 
Jim West Jr.  

Nome Joint Utility System Gen-
eral Manager John Handeland ex-
plained the series of events: 

Around 4:25 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 20, the Jeep driver hit and 
sheared off a primary power pole, 
splintering the wood and completely 
severing the pole from its base. The 
pole moved three to four feet, and in 
the process, the lines were twisted 
out of their holders. Loose wires 
created a short, which opened the 
breakers in the power plant, causing 
the outage. The power plant immedi-
ately started making phone calls, but 

it being early Sunday morning and 
during spring break, several people 
were out of town.  

A little before 7 a.m., Handeland 
asked Chief West for help such as 
knocking on doors and communicat-
ing with those who were able to as-
sist.  

About two hours later, a portion 
of power returned to Front St. NJUS 
compartmentalized the system, al-
lowing for a gradual restoration.  

All power was back on around 
10:30 a.m. and the pole was sta-
bilized. 

Handeland explained that NJUS is 
figuring out the costs associated with 
the incident, which will be the re-
sponsibility of the party involved. He 
estimated that it would be at least 
$5,000 for personnel costs and a new 
pole. Additionally, he has heard re-
ports of people losing circulation 
pumps or circuit breakers, and NJUS 
is taking information on that, as well. 
“If there are folks that did have is-
sues where they had to incur an ex-
pense to restore their water or 
wastewater or if they had something 
blew up as a result of this, please 
give our office a call so that we can 
document that and hopefully be able 
to pass that along to the responsible 
party,” he said. 

Handeland also explained that re-
placing the pole will require another, 
planned outage, so a permanent fix 
won’t occur until summer, to prevent 
further freeze-ups. 

Photo by Peter Loewi 
POWER OUTAGE— A drunk driver hit a utility pole on East First Avenue, causing an hours-long power out-
age for homes and businesses in a significant part of Nome. 

West said that both the Aurora Inn 
and the Nugget Inn were affected. 
Both were full with Iditarod partici-
pants and spectators, and he said 
things would have been a lot worse 

if the power had been out for longer. 
Normally, he explained, anyone im-
pacted would be taken to shelter at 
the Nome Rec Center, but volunteers 
were already setting up the Iditarod 

Finisher’s Banquet there. 
Both Handeland and West 

thanked everyone who helped, from 
volunteer to apprentice to foreman. 

• Iditarod  
King reminisced of traveling the trail 
with Herbie Nayokpuk, wondering 
about the odd, cylindric shape of his 
food drop bags until King figured out 
that those were skinned seals, which 
Nayokpuk then proceeded to chop 
for his dogs. 

Martin Buser, who finished his 
39th race also took a trip down mem-
ory lane, contemplating that he now 
sees third generation mushers, vol-
unteers and host families in what he 
called a ‘most unusual event.” 

Mitch Seavey, three-time cham-
pion, who ran his 28th race this year 
with a younger dog team voiced op-

timism that there is a new generation 
of mushers coming up that give him 
reason the think that great things lay 
ahead with the race. 

Dan Kaduce of Chatanika was the 
only musher to finish with all 14 
dogs that he started with. He finished 
in a career best fourth place with all 
dogs on the line, which earned him 
the prestigious Leonard Seppala Hu-
manitarian Award. The Rookie of the 
Year award went to Norway’s Hanna 
Lyrek. The Sportsmanship Award 
went to Travis Beals for lending a 
sled to a driver in need.  

The golden harness winners were 
Brent Sass’ lead dogs Morello and 
Slater.   

Photo by Diana Haecker 
IDITAROD FINISHERS— Finishers and some mushers who scratched 
assembled for a group photo at the end of the banquet at the Rec Center 
on Sunday, March 20. 

continued from page 1

Photo by Lizzy Hahn 
HAPPY— Yuka Honda is glad to be in Nome under the burled arch. 
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Floral Shop
120 West 1st Avenue   •   PH: 907.443.6800

Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm   •   Saturday 10am - 4pm  •  CLOSED on Sunday

Contemporary and traditional fresh flower arrangements by Trinh’s.
Birthdays, Weddings, Funerals and more.

Delivery in town and surrounding villages.

Coffee Shop
Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm 

Saturday hours may change, so
please call first! Closed on Sunday!

NOW SERVING KALADI
BROTHERS COFFEE

Photo by Peter Loewi 
CHECK UP— A race veterinarian checks on a team member of Chad Stoddard’s team in Unalakleet. 

Iditarod: 55 veterinarians tend to canine athletes 
By Peter Loewi 

Six-hundred-eighty-two sled dogs 
on 49 teams lined up to start the 50th 
running of the Iditarod. In prepara-
tion for the race, over 79,000 pounds 
of food were delivered across the 
trail to ensure that these elite athletes 
could get their needed 10,000 to 
12,000 calories a day. Making sure 
that each and every one of these sled 
dogs makes it across the trail safely 
is Iditarod Chief Veterinarian Stu 
Nelson and his team of veterinarians. 

On any given year, it is Nelson’s 
goal to have around 55 veterinarians 
on the trail, which doesn’t include 
the additional 15 or so vet techs who 
conduct pre-race screenings. Finding 
55 qualified veterinarians to vol-
unteer was not a difficult task. Nel-
son receives around that many 
inquiries from people wanting to vol-
unteer each year, on top of the 120 
invitations to veteran veterinarians, 
who make up about 80 percent of the 
team. One veterinarian said they had 
been trying for years to volunteer be-
fore they were first introduced by a 
colleague. 

In order to take the best care pos-
sible of these elite athletes, Nelson 
requires that any volunteer has at 
least five years of experience in a 
veterinary practice and experience 
working with sled dogs. He also 
looks for vets with a critical care or 
emergency background, because 
they are used to long, hard hours and 
are quick on their feet. Nelson also 
asks that vets be fluent in English, 
because in the midst of the race, he 
said, there isn’t time to have com-
munication issues, especially when it 
comes to animal health. This doesn’t 
limit applicants, however, and this 
year, there were two veterinarians 
from Spain and one from Portugal, 
who all met working as race vets in 
Norway. 

Of the 55 or so vets, around 45 of 
those are trail vets, who are assigned 
to checkpoints. These vets will con-
duct around 10,000 routine exams at 
the checkpoints. Then there are an 
additional eight or so vets who focus 
on return dogs. Finally, there are a 
number of consultants who special-
ize in things such as ECGs, toxicol-
ogy and pathology. This year, as part 
of his COVID contingency plan, 59 
veterinarians were brought onboard. 
Seven tested positive in Anchorage 
before the start, and only worked 
after they came out of isolation. 

All along the trail, the vets re-
peatedly mentioned two things: how 
much they loved to volunteer, and 
how much the dogs loved to run. 
Asked what makes the experience so 
addicting, Nelson – who was a trail 

veterinarian for nine years before 
being asked to be Chief Veterinarian 
27 races ago – said it is a combina-
tion of the adventure, the beauty of 
the land, the history, the family of 
volunteers and the sport of mushing. 
Most important, he said, was the 
dogs. “These are really cool dogs. 
They’re fun to work with.” 

Attitude is one of the many things 
that the vets and mushers look for 
when checking out each dog. Nelson 
explained an acronym the vets use in 
their checks: HAW/L, coming from 
the mushing term haw, meaning left. 
Heart, hydration, attitude, appetite, 
weight, and lungs are all checked. 

But it isn’t just the vets who are 
taking care of the dogs, of course. 
“Never underestimate the knowledge 
and expertise of the mushers. They 
have a tremendous amount of dog 
knowledge,” he said. Nelson esti-
mated that around 80 percent of the 
time that a dog gets pulled, it’s be-
cause a musher comes in and says, “I 
want to return this dog.” 

Nelson has run many studies over 
the years to learn more about the sled 
dogs and help further their care. “To 
me,” he said, “the gastric ulcer re-
search was the biggest, because way 
back, when I was as trail vet, I said 
if we can get a handle on it we can 
have zero dog death races, consis-
tently. That research has taken us a 
long way.” They ran a pilot study in 
1996, and major researchers joined 
in 2000, and they worked for about 
ten years on the issue which was pri-
mary or secondary cause of death in 
many cases. “We do have preventa-
tive protocols that are highly effec-
tive,” Nelson said. 

This year, a study was conducted 
how body condition scoring cor-
relates with health. Body condition 
scores are based on observations of 
fat in several places on the animal. 
Ranging from 1, the skinniest, to 9, 
the fattest, the scores are also marked 
in the Vet Book the mushers must 
carry across the finish line. The book 
is unique to the musher and their 
team, with a roster, body condition 
scoring guide and checkpoint 
records. At a checkpoint, when a vet 
checks a dog, they make note of the 
checkpoint, the vet, the date, the tag, 
the body condition score, and any 
additional notes. This way, the con-
dition of the dogs over the course of 
the race can be tracked. Nelson said 
there will be a lot more research into 
nutrition, as an example of some-
thing that might be studied going for-
ward. 

Fifty-five vets but only one 
human doctor on the trail shows the 
priorities of the race officials.  

Photo by Lizzy Hahn 
INTO NOME— Kailyn Davis at Farley’s Camp just outside Nome. 
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You are not alone. You may be eligible for Alaska 
Housing Homeowner Assistance.

Are you a homeowner 
experiencing fi nancial 

hardship due to the 
pandemic?

Apply online at: 
AlaskaHousingRelief.org

Deadline to apply is Monday, April 4, 2022, 
11:59 p.m. AKST

Questions? Call 1-833-330-8290 toll free

Photo by Diana Haecker 
SAFETY SOUND— Matt Paveglio runs his dog team toward the Nome finish line against a backdrop of Safety Sound and the Kigluaik Mountains, on Thursday, March 17. 

NN_3.24.2022.qxp_Layout 1  3/23/22  1:18 AM  Page 9
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Photo by Nils Hahn 
HIGH FIVE— Martin Buser runs on the sea ice just outside of Nome, being greeted by Layna Timbers-Payenna. 

Photo by RB Smith 
ROOKIE OF THE YEAR—Norwegian musher Hanna Lyrek arrived in 
Nome in 19th position, earning rookie of the year honors.

Photo by Diana Haecker 
STORM IS BREWING— Musher Matt Paveglio arrives at Safety Roadhouse, the last checkpoint before Nome 
as the haze along the coast is a tell-tale sign of strong winds whipping through the blowhole. 

Photo by Nils Hahn 
SECOND PLACE— Dallas Seavey waves to the crowd after finishing in 
second place, just an hour behind Brent Sass. Also pictured is Race Mar-
shal Mark Nordman. 

Photo by Lizzy Hahn 
GROUP HUG— Musher Kailyn Davis hugs her lead dogs Darby and Kaiser after finishing her first Iditarod 
on Saturday, March 19  in 35th place. 
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• Contact your health care provider and ask about treatment options. 
Treatments work best when started right away, so don’t delay!

• Stay home and isolate for at least fi ve days.
• Get plenty of rest and stay hydrated.
• Take over-the-counter medications such as acetaminophen to
 reduce symptoms.
• If your symptoms worsen, contact your health care provider.

If you test positive for COVID-19, here’s what
to do to protect yourself and others:

If you don’t have a health care provider, call the COVID-19 helpline
at 907-646-3322 or your local public health center for guidance.

Visit dhss.alaska.gov for more information and COVID-19 resources.

COVID positive? Now what?

Photo by Nils Hahn 
ALL FOURTEEN TO NOME— Dan Kaduce finished with all 14 dogs, placing in fourth place. He was awarded the coveted Humanitarian Award. 

Photo by Diana Haecker 
VOLUNTEER— Checker Jennifer Campbell-Smith manned the checkpoint at Safety Roadhouse. 

Photo by RB Smith 
OFF THE SEA ICE— Jessie Holmes runs behind his dog team up the 
ramp and onto Front Street in Nome, for a career best third place fin-
ish.

Photo by Diana Haecker 
SIGNING OFF— Aaron Burmeister puts his last signature on the last 
checkpoint at his last Iditarod race. After having run 21 Iditarod races 
he announced his retirement from the race. 



THE NOME NUGGET12  THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022  

Photo by Nils Hahn 
WEARING THE GREEN— Participants of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade gather under the burled arch at the end of the parade.

Photo by Diana Haecker 
IDITAROD INVITATIONAL— Bikers (left to right) Jussie Karjalainen (Finland), Roberto Gazzoli (Italy), 
Willy Mulonia (Italy), Tiziano Mulonia (Italy), Gaizka Aseguinolaza (Spain) and Graham Muir (New Zealand) 
finished their Iditarod Invitational on March 17. In the center, kneeling, is Petr Ineman, who arrived in Nome 
in first position on March 15.  

Photo by Diana Haecker 
PROUD— Apayauq Reitan is the first trans woman to run and finish 
the Iditarod. 

Photo by Diana Haecker 
50 YEARS AGO— Howard and Julie Farley were instrumental to get the first Iditarod race off the ground by 
organizing the finish events of the race. They were recognized for their involvement in the Iditarod over the 
years at the finisher’s banquet at the Rec Center on Sunday, March 20. 

iditarod
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Previous Puzzle Answers

CLUES ACROSS 
 1. One who regrets 
 5. Time zone 
 8. Subway dweller 
11. Bend in a river 
13. Alias 
14. Isodor __, American Nobel 
physicist 
15. Very (music) 
16. Zero 
17. Phil __, former CIA 
18. Competitions 
20. Unwell 
21. Puts in place 
22. Gets rid of 
25. Allows light to pass through 
30. Climbed quickly 
31. We all have it 
32. There’s a North & South 
33. Emaciation 
38. Supervises flying 
41. Very dark colors 
43. Unwanted 
45. Grants 
48. Three visited Jesus 
49. Wife of Amun 
50. Broadway actress Daisy 
55. A Spanish river 
56. I (German) 
57. French opera composer 
59. Six (Spanish) 
60. Last letter 
61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 
congregation 
62. Noah had one 
63. Make a mistake 
64. Tall plant 

 
CLUES DOWN 
 1. Computer memory 
 2. “Et __”: “And wife” (Latin) 
 3. Ancient Syrian city 
 4. College army 
 5. Cassava 
 6. Talented 
 7. Capital of Estonia 
 8. Finger millet 
 9. In a way, assists 
10. Men’s fashion acces-
sories 
12. Misery 
14. Skin disorder 
19. Selling at specially re-
duced prices 
23. Good friend 
24. Stationary portion of a 
generator 
25. Expression of disappoint-
ment 
26. The 17th letter of the 
Greek alphabet 
27. Where birds fly 
28. Midway between north 
and northeast 
29. Chaotic states 
34. Comedic actress 
Gasteyer 
35. Kids’ dining accessory 
36. Snakelike fish 
37. Midway between south 
and southeast 
39. Assign lifelike qualities to 
40. One who cites 
41. Midway between east 
and southeast 
42. North wind 
44. One or the other 
45. Cavalry sword 
46. Of the Hungarian lan-
guage 
47. Life stories 
48. Flat tableland with steep 
edges 
51. Swiss river 
52. Plant that makes gum 
53. French cleric 
54. One point east of north-
east 
58. Free from

M a r c h  2 4  t o  M a r c h  3 0

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
Spending time alone could be good for you this week, Aries. While 
working toward your goals, you also are enjoying some much-
needed peace and quiet.  
 
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 
Your friends may be pushing you to move forward since you seem 
to be stuck in the past, Taurus. Don’t stay stagnant for too long or 
you may lose motivation for change.  
 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
A collaboration with someone close to you yields surprising results, 
Gemini. You may have been looking for inspiration for some time 
and finally found it.  
 
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
Cancer, a longing for adventure points you in all sorts of different 
directions over the next few days. You have to try on a few differ-
ent hats to find the right fit.  
 
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Leo, a fantastic investment opportunity comes your way but there 
is a lot of red tape that could get in the way if you let it. Work 
through all angles to make things happen. 
 
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Virgo, idolizing someone can have its plusses and minuses. You may 
have a picture of a person that is impossible to live up to. Temper 
your expectations. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
Libra, a rigid schedule may work for some, but not everyone. Incor-
porate a little flexibility into your life and others may be flocking to 
your laid-back style. 
 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
Talk to someone about a creative idea that you have had, Scorpio. 
This person may offer valuable feedback that can guide you as you 
try to flesh out your idea into something tangible. 
 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, you may be interested in having a lot of fun, but some-
one keeps throwing a wet blanket on your ideas. Don’t let it derail 
your plans. 
 
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
It’s easy to give opinions and pick sides, but don’t get pinned down 
to a particular position until you’ve tried several different options, 
Capricorn. Then you’ll have a good idea. 
 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
Others may not understand the way you manage money, Aquarius. 
But you have a clear understanding of your particular brand of 
logic. 
 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
Pisces, friends are a strong presence in your life right now and you 
are very grateful for all that they provide you. Let them know.

Obituaries

Larry Richard Fish 
July 6, 1942 ~ March 8, 2022 

Larry Richard Fish passed away 
on March 8, 2022, following a stroke 
and a battle with metastatic mela-
noma. Known by many as simply 

Fish, or Mr. Warm and Wonderful, 
Larry was born July 6, 1942, in Spo-
kane, Washington.  

Raised in Port Angeles, WA, he 
attributed his strong work ethic to 
being the son of a logger. Larry and 

his wife of nearly 48 years, DeeDee, 
spent 13 years in Nome, where they 
made many lifetime friends.  

Larry owned and operated The 
F.I.S.H. Company (Foam Insulation 
Saves Heat!) and later found his cal-
ling, working with delinquent youth 
in both Alaska and Washington. He 
had an array of witty one-liners his 
family dubbed “Fishisms” - “I’ve 
told you a hundred million times 
never to exaggerate” or “My job is 
simple, just to love you.”  

He is survived by the love of his 
life, Diane (his DeeDee Lynn), his 
two sisters, Roxanne Bowell (Rich-
ard) of Palmer, Alaska, and Ginny 
Dale Cress (Marty) of San Diego, 
California, and two brothers-in-law, 
Pat Bukoskey (Carmen) of Kirkland, 
Washington, and Jeff Bukoskey 
(Jana) of Federal Way, Washington. 
He also leaves behind three children: 
Kim Buchanan (Kirk) of Snohomish, 
Washington, Michael Vetsch of Ev-
erett, Washington, and Deena Elliott 
of Arlington, Washington, eight 
grandchildren, five great-grandchil-
dren, and dozens of beloved nieces 
and nephews. Fiercely loyal, gener-
ous, kind, and thoughtful, he will be 
deeply missed by all that knew and 
loved him. 

 Memorial services will be held on 
Saturday, March 26, at 2 p.m. at 
Lake Stevens Baptist Church, 1702 
124th Avenue NE, Lake Stevens, 
WA. In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider making a donation to Lake 
Stevens Baptist Church in his name. 

 

Adeline “Eddie” O’Connor 
Sept. 23, 1960  

~ March 12, 2022 
Adeline “Eddie” O’Connor, age 

61, passed away on Saturday, March 
12, 2022, in her home in Anchorage, 
Alaska.  

She was born to the late Lawrence 
and Laura Kayoukluk on Sept. 23, 
1960, in Shaktoolik, Alaska. She was 
one of 12 children. She attended 
grade school in Shaktoolik and Cov-
enant High in Unalakleet.  

 

Adeline loved subsistence gath-
ering and traveling all over Alaska, 
occasionally returning to Unalakleet 
to spend summers. She always 
wished to build a house on her camp 
site and live there permanently. She 
will be remembered in many ways, 
but especially for her charismatic 
and magnetic personality and love 
for having a good time with friends 
and family.  

She raised four children through-
out Alaska but mostly in Wasilla. Her 
family would like to express the love 
she had for Richard Pio, who was her 
committed companion for many 
years.  

She is preceded in death by sisters 
Sharon Negron, Gloria Kayoukluk, 
Laura Kayoukluk, Virginia Kayouk-
luk and her parents Lawrence and 
Laura Kayoukluk.  

She is survived by her children 
and grandchildren. Daughters: 
Shaunna, Margaret and Loretta 
O’Connor; son Frank O’Connor and 
granddaughters Laura O’Connor and 
Willow Prate.  

Funeral services will take place on 
Saturday, March 26, 2022, at 1 p.m., 
at the First Covenant Church in An-
chorage. A second service and burial 
will follow in Unalakleet on March 
29.  

regional
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Bible Baptist Church 
103 E. 1st Avenue (1st and Steadman) 

443-2144 
Bible Baptist Church is holding worship services  

on Sundays at 11 a.m. 
 

Community United Methodist Church 
West 2nd Avenue & C Street • 443-2865 

Sunday: Worship 11 a.m. 

 
Nome Covenant Church 

101 Bering Street • 443-2565 
Sunday: Sunday School for all ages 10 a.m. 

                                     Worship  11 a.m.  
Checkpoint Youth: James Ventress • 841-4333 

 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

5th Avenue & Bering • 443-5295 
Sunday: 

11am Worship Service 
Handicapped accessible ramp: North side  

 

River of Life Assembly of God 
405 W. Seppala • (907) 949-6125  

Sunday Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday Mid-Week Worship: 7:00 p.m. 

For more information please contact Pastor Austin Jones 

  

St. Joseph Catholic Church  
Corner of Steadman & W. King Place • 443-5527 

Holy Mass schedule 
Monday-Friday: 5:40pm Rosary; 6:00pm Mass 

Saturday: 4:30pm Confessions; 5:00pm Rosary and 5:30pm Mass 
Sunday: 10:30am Mass (Broadcast on KNOM) 
Note: If you are feeling unwell or in quarantine,  

please join us via radio on KNOM. 
If you would like to receive holy communion  

contact Fr. Kumar at 443-5527 to arrange a time.  

 

Seventh-Day Adventist  
Icy View • 443-5137  

Pastor Chad Angasan 
Saturday Sabbath School: 10 a.m. 

Saturday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.  

 

Nome Church of the Nazarene 
3rd Avenue & Division Street • 443-4870 

Pastor Dan Ward  
Sunday Prayer 9:30 a.m. • Sunday School: 10 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Church Services 
Directory 

Yield: 8 servings 
 
11⁄2    pounds russet potatoes 
2       tablespoons canola oil 
1       cup chopped onion 
2       carrots, peeled and finely diced 
2       cloves garlic, minced 
11⁄2     pounds ground lamb 
13⁄4     teaspoons kosher salt 
3⁄4       teaspoon freshly ground black 
         pepper 
2        teaspoons tomato paste 
2        teaspoons chopped fresh  
         rosemary 
1        teaspoon chopped fresh thyme 
1        teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
1⁄4       cup half-and-half 
4        tablespoons unsalted butter 
1        large egg yolk 
1⁄2       cup corn kernels, fresh or frozen 
1⁄2       cup English peas, fresh or frozen 
 
1. Heat oven to 400 F. 
2. Peel the potatoes and cut them into 
1⁄2-inch dice. Put them in a medium 
saucepan and cover with cold water. 
Set said pan over high heat, cover and 
bring to a boil. Uncover, drop the heat 
to maintain a simmer, and cook until 
tender, 10 to 15 minutes. 
3. Heat the oil in an 11-inch saute pan 
over medium-high heat until shimmer-
ing. Add the onion and carrots and 
saute just until they begin to take on 
color, 3 to 4 minutes. Add the garlic and 
stir to combine. Add the meat, salt and 

pepper, and cook until browned and 
cooked through, approximately 3 mi-
nutes. 
4. Sprinkle the meat with the flour, toss 
to coat, and continue to cook for 
another minute. Add the tomato paste, 
broth, Worcestershire sauce, rosemary, 
and thyme and stir to combine. Bring to 
a boil, then decrease the heat to low, 
cover, and simmer slowly until the 
sauce is thickened slightly, 10 to 12 mi-
nutes. 
5. Meanwhile, combine the half-and-
half and butter in a microwave-safe 
container and nuke until warmed 
through, about 35 seconds. 
6. Drain the potatoes and return them 
to the saucepan. Mash the potatoes (a 
masher is an excellent tool for this, 
though a hand mixer will do), then add 
the hot half-and-half mixture, as well as 
the salt and pepper. Mash to smooth-
ness, then stir in the egg yolk. 
7. Add the corn and peas to the meat 
mixture and spread evenly in a 7-by-11-
inch glass baking dish. Top with the 
mashed potatoes, starting around the 
edges to create a seal to prevent the 
mixture from bubbling over, and smooth 
the top with a rubber spatula. Place on 
a half sheet pan lined with parchment 
paper on the middle rack of the oven 
and bake for 25 minutes, or just until 
the potatoes begin to brown. Remove 
to a cooking rack and let rest for at least 
15 minutes before serving.

Shepherd’s Pie

By Peter Loewi 
With March returning to its nor-

mal activities after a two-year 
COVID interruption, Nome saw sled 
dogs trot to the Iditarod finish chute 
on Front Street and regional basket-
ball teams gathering at the Rec 
Center for the 46th Lonnie O’Connor 
Iditarod Basketball Classic. After 
two years of LOIBC cancelled due to 
COVID-19 concerns, fans of all ages 
and all across the region packed into 
the gym to watch 27 teams in four – 
Open and B for both Ladies and Men 
– categories compete. Running from 
the March 14-19, over 40 games 
were played, making for an action 

packed week of basketball. 
Shishmaref took first in the Ladies 

B, with Brevig Mission coming in 
second. The Charlie Hungerford 
MVP was Helen Bruns from Shish-
maref, and the NSEDC/Subway 
Sportsmanship Award Honoring Al 
Sahlin was awarded to GS49. 

In the Men’s B, GS49 won, beat-
ing Beah’s 75-69. Devin Nakarak, 
GS49, was the Charlie Hungerford 
MVP, and the NSEDC/Subway 
Sportsmanship Award Honoring 
Ellen Baize went to the Dredge 7 
Diggers. 

F/V Golovin Bay took home the 
Ladies Open title, beating Janet’s in 

the final. Golovin’s Kristin Smeaton 
was the Charlie Hungerford MVP. 
Breakers Blast from the Past was 
awarded the NSEDC/Subway 
Sportsmanship Award Honoring La-
Vonne Okleasik. 

The Men’s Open final came down 
to the wire, but Southpaw Services 
beat Draanjik, 68-66. Southpaw 
Services’ Tyler Adams was the Char-
lie Hungerford MVP. The 
NSEDC/Subway Sportsmanship 
Award Honoring Lance Cannon 
went to Kigiqtaq. 

46th LOIBC held after a two-year 
COVID hiatus

Photo by Peter Loewi 
LOIBC— 27 teams competed in the 46th Lonnie O’Connor Iditarod Basketball Classic tournament.

sports
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Deadline is noon Monday •(907) 443-5235 • Fax (907)443-5112 • e-mail ads@nomenugget.com

Employment Real Estate
Seeking Qualified  

Applicants

Accounting: Accountant II/III $39.52 + DOE; Payroll Manager $45.40 + DOE 
Administration: Chief Financial Officer; Patient Advocate $34.57 + DOE 
Behavioral Health Services: Administrative Specialist I/II $24.91 + DOE; 
     Administrative Specialist Relief $24.91 + DOE; Native Connections Project 
     Director $29.93 + DOE; Recovery Coach $25.85 + DOE 
Dental: Dental Assistant Trainee $25.85 + DOE 
Electronic Health Records: EHR Support Specialist $32.31 + DOE; 
     Population Health CMA $32.31 + DOE 
Emergency Department: Administrative Specialist II $25.85 + DOE 
Environmental Services: Environmental Service Worker I $23.52 + DOE; 
     EVS I Relief $23.52 + DOE; Laundry Worker $23.51 + DOE 
Human Resources: File Analyst $29.93 + DOE 
In-Home Support Program: Direct Care Attendant $23.52 + DOE; 
     Personal Care Attendant $23.52 + DOE 
Laboratory: Administrative Specialist II $25.85 + DOE; Medical Lab Assistant – 
     Uncertified $32.31 + DOE; Phlebotomist – Uncertified $25.85 + DOE 
Materials Management: Mail Clerk $23.52 + DOE; 
Materials Support Technician $24.91 + DOE 
Nutrition Services: Cook $28.32 + DOE; Cook Relief $28.32 + DOE; Food  
     Service Worker $23.52 + DOE; Food Services Worker Relief $23.52 +DOE 
Office of Environmental Health: Environmental Health Technician $29.93 + DOE 
Patient Financial Services: Health Information Technician $24.91 + DOE; 
     Patient Account Representative $24.91 + DOE;  
     Patient Benefits Specialist $28.32 + DOE; 
Revenue Cycle Analyst $36.98 + DOE 
Patient Hostel: Manager of Patient Hostel $48.69 + DOE; 
     Patient Hostel Attendant Relief $23.52 + DOE 
Patient Housing: Lead Attendant $36.98 + DOE 
Pharmacy: Pharmacy Technician I $25.85 + DOE 
Plant Operations: Maintenance Engineer I/II/III $29.93 + DOE; 
     Manager of Life Safety Systems $52.27 + DOE 
Quality Improvement: Administrative Specialist II $25.85 + DOE 
Quyanna Care: Certified Nursing Assistant $32.31 + DOE 
Sanitation: Remote Maintenance Worker I $32.21 + DOE 
Security: Security Officer I $23.52 + DOE; Security Officer I Relief $23.52 + DOE 
Social Services: Language Specialist for Inupiaq $25.85 + DOE 
  

 
$5,000 hard to fill hiring bonus  

for qualified positions

In Our Village Communities:

For more information or an up-to-date vacancy list,  
go to www.NortonSoundHealth.org or contact Human Resources at (907) 443-4573 
NSHC is a drug-free workplace and will apply Alaska Native/American Indian preference for hire (under PL 93-638 and Veteran Preferences).  

NSHC will also initiate a criminal history/background check for all positions. 

Certified Medical Assistant 
$32.31 + DOE 
Unalakleet: FT 
  
Clinic Travel Specialist: 
$24.91 + DOE 
Gambell: Relief 
Diomede: FT 
Shishmaref: Relief 
Shaktoolik: Relief 
  
Community Health Aide 
Trainee: $25.85 + DOE 
Brevig: 1 PT75 
Diomede: 3 PT75 
Gambell: 2 FT 
Golovin: 1 PT625 
Koyuk: 1 PT75 
Savoonga: 1 FT 
Shishmaref: 1 FT, 1 PT75 
Stebbins: 4 FT 
Teller: 1 PT625 
Unalakleet: 2 PT75 
Wales: 1 PT75 
White Mountain: 1 PT625 
  
EVS Worker & Relief 
$24.91 + DOE 
Elim: PT50 & Relief 
Gambell: Relief 
Golovin: Relief 
Koyuk: Relief 
Diomede: PT50 & Relief 
Shaktoolik: Relief 
Stebbins: Relief 
Teller: Relief 
Wales: Relief 
White Mountain: Relief 
  

Maintenance Worker 
$29.93 + DOE 
Diomede: 1 FT 
St. Michael: 1 FT 
  
Personal Care Attendant 
$23.52 + DOE 
Brevig: 1 FT 
Gambell 1 PT50 
Shishmaref: 1 FT 
Stebbins: 1 FT 
Wales: 1 PT35 
  
Direct Care Attendant: 
$23.52 + DOE 
Elim: 1 PT 
Savoonga: 1 PT 
  
Village Based Provider: 
Village Based Counselor – 
St. Michael $25.85 + DOE 
  
Village Clinic Manager: 
Shishmaref $48.69 + DOE

In Nome:

907-443-7368 
www.nomesweethomes.com

We buy homes!

Bering Straits Regional Housing Authority is recruiting for the 
following positions: 
                                 
      • Maintenance Compliance Inspector  
      • Temporary Seasonal Laborers (Villages and Nome) 
      • Temporary HAF Coordinator 
      • Temporary ERA Coordinator 
      • Temporary Custodian  
                                
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO APPLY:  
Application and full job description can be downloaded from the 
website www.bsrha.org, picked up the BSRHA Office: 1008 East 
Front Street, Nome, Alaska, or by emailing HR@bsrha.org.   
Applications may be turned in, mailed, faxed, or e-mailed to 
BSRHA. 

RECRUITMENT 
BULLETIN 

For an application or a complete job description, visit www.nsedc.com or 
contact NSEDC Human Resources at (907)274-2248 (Anchorage),  

800-650-2248 (toll-free) or hr@nsedc.com.

Community Benefits Specialist (Anchorage):
The Community Benefits Specialist assists with coordina-
tion and facilitation of all Community Benefits Depart-
ment programs. A high school diploma and at least 2 years 
of realated experience is required.

Refrigeration Technician (Nome):
The Refrigeration Technician ensures that equipment and facilities at NSSP 
operate efficiently.

Fisheries Biologist (Nome and Nome or Unalakleet):
The Fisheries Biologist works with the Norton Sound Fisheries Research and 
Development team to develop, coordinate, implement and evaluate fisheries 
projects across the region. A bachelor’s degree in biological science and 2 
years’ experience in fisheries research and management projects OR a mas-
ter’s degree in biological science is required.

Vessel Manager (Nome or Unalakleet):
The Vessel Manager oversees all aspects of management of NSEDC-owned 
fishing tender vessels operating in the Norton Sound region. High school 
diploma or equivalent and at least 3 years applicable work experience in 
vessel or fleet management is required.

Community Liaison (St. Michael):
NSEDC Community Outreach Liaisons give NSEDC a presence in member 
communities that do not have an NSEDC office. Liaisons are responsible for 
the distribution of information related to NSEDC programs and opportuni-
ties, the maintenance of an NSEDC-owned informational bulletin board, and 
are expected to be available at regularly set times and locations.

NSEDC Job Opportunities

Department:  Nome Convention & Visitors’ Bureau           Salary:  DOE 
Reports to:    Nome Chamber of Commerce Executive Director & Board of Directors          
Supervises:  Administrative Assistant, Temporary/Seasonal Office Aides, Volunteers, & Community Service Workers 

 
Summary  
This position is responsible for the promotion of Nome as a visitor and convention site destination and the operation of the Visitors’ 
Center.  The Nome Convention & Visitors’ Bureau Director may be required to work evenings and weekends. 
 
Essential Duties and Responsibilities  
• Supervise and evaluate NCVB staff; provide hire recommendations to Executive Director 
• Plan, organize and direct Visitor Center activities  
• Prepare and monitor NCVB budget  
• Market Nome as a visitor destination; initiate contact with cruise lines, ATIA, other Visitor Centers, tourism groups, state agencies, etc. 
• Design promotional materials, fliers, brochures, and other visitor aides and distribute state wide 
• Assist with preparation of materials for “Familiarization” tours for industry representatives 
• Promote Nome tourism businesses via web site; monitor and update website 
• Purchase budgeted items; submit coded invoices to Executive Director 
• Maintain close working relationship with local and State tourism organizations 
• Prepare correspondence and reports 
• Maintain records and files of NCVB; provide visitor, birding and event data as needed 
• Establish policies & procedures for NCVB services 
• Engage in local and statewide tourism groups/committees  
• Provide quarterly reports to the Executive Director, Board of Directors and Nome Common Council 
• Provide tourism data to travel writers, newspapers, magazines & travel guide books 
• Provide overflow housing assistance for Iditarod event 
• Assist specialty tour groups such as birdwatchers, nature tours, and passenger cruise ships, etc.  
 
Supervisory Responsibilities   
• Directly supervises and evaluates all NCVB employees 
 
Qualification Requirements 
• Excellent organizational, oral and written communication skills; technical report writing, budgeting  
• Ability to read, analyze, and interpret general business and technical journals, professional publications, financial reports and  
  government regulations 
• Extensive knowledge of Windows and Microsoft programs; Word and Excel 
• Must be self-motivated and able to work independently with minimal supervision 
• Must have a valid Alaska Driver’s License and authorization to utilize Community Service Workers 
• Must be able to travel 
 
Education and/or Experience 
• Minimum two years of college plus three years’ experience in a supervisory position.   
• Three years’ experience in tourism marketing preferred and knowledge of Alaska’s tourism industry and contacts highly preferred 
  OR a combination of education and experience which demonstrates an equivalent level of expertise   
• Must have some knowledge of Nome businesses, residents and the services they provide  

NOME CONVENTION & VISITORS’ BUREAU DIRECTOR

WANTED – Mark Knapp at The Cutting Edge in 
Fairbanks is buying legal ancient walrus ivory, 
musk ox horn, mammoth ivory and teeth. 
Very good prices. 907-452-7477. Knapp’s Cutting 
Edge 1971 Fox Ave Fairbanks AK 99701.  
cuttingedge@gci.net 
 

 
WANTED—Large bull muskox horn, moose/cari-
bou antler, old ivory, Eskimo artifacts. Call Roger 
304-1048 or email nomerog@hotmail.com

Classifieds

Request For Proposals: 
Soliciting general contractor  
  
Bering Strait School District 
PO Box 225, Unalakleet, AK 99684 
Contacts:  
Gary Eckenweiler 907 624-4249  
geckenweiler@bssd.org 
LA Commack 907 624-4235  
lacommack@bssd.org 
  
SCOPE OF PROJECT 
We are seeking proposals for the construction of 
four stand-alone 24’x20’ school fitness weight 
rooms. 
  
For the complete request for proposal, plans set 
and BSSD design criteria or if you have questions 
please contact BSSD Facilities Department.  
  
All proposals must be to BSSD Facilities Depart-
ment by 3/30/22 
Gary Eckenweiler 
Bering Strait School District, Director of Facilities 

3.17-24.2022 
 
 
 

Request For Proposals: 
Soliciting general contractor  
  
Bering Strait School District 
PO Box 225, Unalakleet, AK 99684 
Contacts:  
Gary Eckenweiler 907 624-4249 
geckenweiler@bssd.org 
LA Commack 907 624-4235  
lacommack@bssd.org 
  
SCOPE OF PROJECT 
We are seeking proposals for the construction of 
one teacher housing triplex in Stebbins 
  
For the complete request for proposal, plans set 
and BSSD design criteria or if you have questions 
please contact BSSD Facilities Department.  
  
All proposals must be to BSSD Facilities  
Attn: Gary Eckenweiler by 3/30/22 
Gary Eckenweiler 
Bering Strait School District, Director of Facilities 

3.17-24.2022 
 
 

Legals
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Court

Trooper Beat

Adopt a Pet
or make your

donation
today!

Nome Animal Control & Adopt-A-Pet
443-5212 or 443-5262

Adopt a pet and get a FREE bag of dog/cat food when you adopt
a dog/cat.  Dog food, cat food, cat litter and other donations are

always welcome at the Nome Animal Shelter!

PLEASE
HELP

Dog food, cat food, cat litter and other donations are 
always welcome at the Nome Animal Shelter!

443-8538 or 443-5262

Brevig Mission 
Patrol Request: On 03/14/22 at approximately 
3:55 p.m., Alaska State Troopers conducted a Pa-
trol per Request. 
Stebbins 
Assault: On 03/14/22 at approximately 11:04 p.m., 
Alaska State Troopers received a report of an As-
sault. The investigation is ongoing. 
Savoonga 
Assault: On 03/15/22 at approximately 7:56 p.m., 
Alaska State Troopers received a report of an As-
sault. The investigation is ongoing. 
Stebbins 

Disturbance: On 03/15/22 at approximately 9:41 
p.m., Alaska State Troopers received a report of a 
Disturbance. The incident has since been closed 
by investigation. 
Saint Michael 
Collision Vehicle: On 03/16/22 at approximately 
4:30 p.m., Alaska State Troopers received a report 
of a single ATV Collision involving two individuals. 
Both were medevacked to ANMC with injuries. 
The investigation is ongoing and alcohol is sus-
pected as being a factor. 
Nome 
Welfare Check: On 03/16/22 at approximately 

11:14 p.m., Alaska State Troopers received a 
request to conduct a Welfare Check on an over-
due individual. The investigation is ongoing. 
Brevig Mission 
Assault: On 03/17/22 at approximately 5:46 p.m., 
Alaska State Troopers received a report of an As-
sault. The investigation is ongoing. 
Saint Michael 
Disturbance: On 03/17/22 at approximately 9:25 
p.m., Alaska State Troopers received a report of a 
Disturbance. 
 

Week ending 3/18/22 
Civil 

Alisha Joyce Papineau v. Peter James Adsuna; 
Sexual Assault: Long-Term 
Not Published v. Agnes Moses; Sexual Assault: 
Long-Term 
Roberta Tokeinna v. Jonathan Weyiouanna; Do-
mestic Violence: Short-Term 
Jeanette L. Iya v. Bernadette J. Iya; Domestic Vi-
olence: Short-Term 
Dwayne Ahkvaluk v. Justin Wilson; Domestic Vio-
lence: Short-Term 
Barbara Weyiouanna v. Jonathan L. Weyiouanna; 
Domestic Violence: Short-Term 
Roberta Tokeinna v. Jonathan Weyiouanna; Do-
mestic Violence: Short-Term 
Elsie Olanna v. Jonathan Seetot; Domestic Vio-
lence: Short-Term 
Camilla Porsild v. Joar Leifseth Ulsom; Domestic 
Violence: Short-Term 

Small Claims 
No current claims available in CourtView; start 
2NO-22-0003SC 

Criminal 
State of Alaska v. Jodeen Mueller 

(12/15/70); 2NO-20-584CR CTN 001: DUI- BAC 
.08+ Percent; Date of Offense: 8/26/20; Any out-
standing appearance or performance bond is ex-
onerated; CTNs Dismissed: 002, 004; 180 days, 
160 days suspended; Fine: $3,000, due now; Po-
lice Training, Initial and Suspended Jail, Sur-
charges due; Cost of Imprisonment: 2nd Offense: 
$1467, full amount ordered and due now; Obey 
Driver’s License Directives: Driver’s license is re-
voked for 1 year; Use an Ignition Interlock Device: 
After you regain the privilege to drive or obtain a 
limited license, you must use an IID as directed in 
the IID Information Sheet; Probation for 1 year; 
Obey all direct court orders listed above by the 
deadlines stated; Obey all state, federal, and lo-
cals laws and ordinances. 

State of Alaska v. Jodeen Mueller 
(12/15/70); 2NO-20-584CR CTN 003: Violate Con-
ditions of Release for Misd; Date of Violation: 
8/27/20; Any appearance or performance bond is 
exonerated; CTNs Dismissed: 002, 004; 90 days, 

90 days suspended; Probation for 1 year; Shall 
comply with all court orders by the deadlines 
stated; Subject to warrantless arrest for any vio-
lation of these conditions of probation; Shall com-
mit no violations of law. 

State of Alaska v. Falene Kay Lock-
wood (7/5/98); Dismissal; Count I: Assault 3; 
Count II: Assault 4; Count III: Criminal Mischief 5; 
Filed by the DAs Office 3/16/22. 

State of Alaska v. Pamela Teresa 
Pete (8/14/78); Order to Modify or Revoke Proba-
tion; ATN: 113548806; Violated conditions of pro-
bation; Probation modified as follows: Violation of 
probation found; Return to probation; No further 
action taken.  
 
This is a record of court filing activity.  The civil fil-
ings of protective order petitions do not reflect that 
the court issued an order or made a judgment. 
 

By Peter Loewi 
Fresh out of graduate school, Jim 

Deprez got a job as a substitute 
teacher. One of the lessons he was 
asked to cover for this second-grade 
class was on the Iditarod, and he saw 
the kids get hooked. Ever since, he 
said, he’s been turning what was 
once a two-week lesson into two 
months of interdisciplinary learning. 
The kids love it, and “I’m always 
learning more,” said Deprez, now a 
3rd grade teacher in Hilliard, Ohio. 

Deprez has been teaching about 
the Iditarod for 15 years and has been 
the Teacher on the Trail for two 
years. The program, which started in 
1999, brings a Lower 48 educator to 
Alaska for the race, and the teacher 
reports from the trail. Deprez writes 
two or three Iditarod-themed posts a 
month during the year, and then daily 
blog posts during the race. In his first 
year, he wrote about “Moments with 
Mushers,” learning about – and shar-
ing – the history and the changes that 
have happened over time. He has 
covered “Misconceptions and 
More,” helping people figure out the 
details, such as the difference be-
tween the Widow’s Lamp and the 
Red Lantern, or why the trail starts in 
Seward. 

This year, he has focused on the 

volunteers, sharing behind-the-
scenes stories of the people who 
make the race happen. “Without the 
volunteers, this race would not 
happen,” he said. Deprez has spoken 
with trail breakers, checkers, veteri-
narians, the Iditarod Air Force, race 
judges, photographers, search and 
rescue, and more. Every time, at the 
bottom of one of his posts, which can 
be found online at the Iditarod Edu-
cation page, he leaves a lesson idea 
for teachers following the race. 
“That’s been really cool to have that 
interaction with teachers from all 
over the country, especially during 
the race. Lots of teachers have 
reached out and asked questions,” he 
said.  

After two years of COVID and the 
Iditarod, Deprez will be handing off 
the ceremonial sleeping bag to 
another, yet-to-be-determined, 
teacher at the Iditarod Summer Edu-
cator Conference, which happens 
around musher sign-ups and the vol-
unteer picnic. In the summer of 2020, 
there was no handoff, and one day he 
found that a duffel bag had arrived in 
the mail for him. To save teachers 
from having to go out and purchase 
everything new every year, he ex-
plained, the duffel contains a sleep-
ing bag, a head lamp, a selfie stick, 

wifi hotspot, air mattress, and other 
essentials for teachers on trails. 

His successor hasn’t been an-
nounced yet, but he already has ad-
vice for them: “Get out and do as 
much as possible!” Many of the op-
portunities he had were because he 
was walking around. For example, 
he was out for a walk and bumped 
into Barbara Moore, Red Lantern 
winner of 1980, who arranged for 
him to experience a dog sled ride. At 
the chute he saw Aliy Zirkle, who 
said that 2022 was her easiest ever 
trip to Nome. “So many cool little 
tidbits and amazing little stories! Get 
out, experience everything, do as 
much as possible, and take advantage 
of every minute out here,” Deprez 
said. 

Deprez’s lessons to his students 
over the last 15 years have been a big 
hit. One of his students even hooked 
up the family pug, Chubs, to lead a 
line of stuffed animals, pretending 
that they were mushing. “The kids 
love it!” he said. 

Just as all the fans had been glued 
to the tracker, Deprez’s family back 
home was, too. During the race, his 
wife sent him a picture of their 10-
year-old explaining how the tracker 
works to their 5-year-old and grand-
father. “It is a generational thing, and 

now they’re a lot more interested. It 
just takes that initial spark and then 
it spreads,” Deprez explained. 

“I wish the EDU part would 
spread even further to help spread 
Iditarod to everybody because it’s so 
unique,” he said. While teaching dur-
ing COVID has opened up such op-
portunities as virtual field trips to 
Denali to learn about sled dogs, it is 
getting harder for teachers to get per-
mission to take the time off to follow 
the race. Schools and school districts 
are trending towards using test scores 
as a metric, taking Iditarod innova-
tions out of the curriculum. 

But Deprez says that the Iditarod 
can be used to teach many of the sub-
jects which students end up being 
tested on, and not just geography or 
history. He explained that at his 
school, they have programmable ro-
bots called Ozobots, which follow 
lines. Deprez makes a large copy of 
the Iditarod map, then asks students 
to write code based on what mushers 
might actually do along the trail. 
“Going up Rainy Pass, they might 
have the bot slow down because it’s 
slow climbing up the mountain and 
then coming down Dalzell, they 

might have it go really fast. There’s 
a pause for three seconds if the 
musher is doing their 24-hour lay-
over. The kids love to do the zigzag 
going across the Bering Sea ice, slip-
ping. They get really creative about 
what the Bot can do at certain points 
of the race based on what actually 
does happen, which is pretty cool. 
There’s so much out there that you 
can do,” he said. 

“Iditarod is so naturally integrated 
into everything that it’s not forced, 
it’s a natural way to help teach these 
standards. Then it develops that pas-
sion with the kids, and for me, that’s 
the ultimate goal,” he said. 

The Teacher on the Trail program 
started in 1998/99 after Andrea Auf-
der-Heyde, known as Finney, a sec-
ond-grade teacher in Bloomington, 
Indiana, approached the Iditarod 
about her idea for it, explained Direc-
tor of Education Jane Holmes. 
Holmes, who was herself once a 
Teacher on the Trail, said “We’ve 
never had a teacher from Alaska on 
the trail, and we would love to have 
one!” 

 
 

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY: 
NEC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

NEC is seeking a team leader; we offer great benefits 
and competitive salary. The rate of pay is dependent 

on experience. 

Responsibilities include: 
» Administration and management of Nome Eskimo 
Community Tribal operations;
» Immediate supervision of administrative staff and 
program directors;
» Overall financial management of NEC;
» Monitoring state and federal legislation;
» Negotiating funding agreements;
» Working closely with the NEC Tribal Council;
» Review and approve all personnel evaluations and 
meet employment needs;
» Develop working relationship with local 
organizations and various entities while promoting 
NEC.

Salary: Depends upon experience.  
The job description, and application are available on 
our website:  www.necalaska.org 
Questions? 907-443-2246 • jobs@necalaska.org 

HIRING PREFERENCE: When possible, NEC extends a hiring preference 
for employment in accordance with section 7 (b) of Public Law 93-638. 

WE ARE A DRUG FREE WORKPLACE! When required, applicants must 
pass a criminal history check to be considered. 

•Employment

Iditarod: Teacher on the Trail brings Iditarod to Ohio

Photo by Peter Loewi 
IDITAROD TEACHER ON THE TRAIL— Jim Deprez is a third grade teacher from Hilliard, Ohio and is 
the 2022 Iditarod teacher on the trail.

regional
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JOB OPENING 

 
General Manager 

 
Duties: 
-  Determine and formulate policies and provide the overall direction of companies or private and public sector 
    organization within the guidelines set up by the Board of Directors. 
-   Plan, direct, or coordinate operational activities at the highest level of management with the help of  
    subordinate executive staff managers and investment advisors. 
-   Other duties as assigned by Board of Directors. 
 
Qualification: High school graduate or GED, knowledge of computer usage with Microsoft Word, Excel, Internet 
& Quickbooks. Accounting training preferred.  
 
Other Qualification: Top executives must have highly developed personal skills. An analytical mind able to 
quickly asses large amounts of information and data is very important, as is the ability to consider and evaluate 
the relationships between numerous factors. Top executives also must be able to communicate clearly and  
persuasively. For managers to succeed they need other important qualities as well, including leadership,  
self-confidence, motivation, decisiveness, flexibility, sound business judgement and determination.  
 
Preferable Education & Training: Have a Bachelor's or Graduation degree in Business Administration, Liberal 
Arts, or a more specialized discipline. Needs a strong background in securities and finance.  
 
Salaries: Depends on Experience 
 
Deadline to Apply: Open until filled. 
 

Applications are available at the Shishmaref Native Corporation Office,  
Monday-Friday 9:00am -12:00pm & 1:00pm -5:00pm.  

Shishmaref Native Corporation 
P.O. Box 72151  
Shishmaref, AK 99772 
Phone: 907-649-3751 
Fax: 907-649-3731 
shhnativecorp@gmail.com 

•Employment

meaningful employment opportunities

*****************************************************

Newly Listed!

*Don't miss out on your chance 
to apply for these jobs!*

Benefit Highlights

Still Available

ADVANCING THE CAPACITY OF OUR PEOPLE AND TRIBES FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE REGION

*COVID-19 vaccination required. Kawerak is an equal opportunity employer 

www.kawerak.org/jobs  •  907-443-4373

CAC Clinician
Employment Specialist
Child Development Program.                  
Manager
Temp EHS/Childcare Partnership
Teacher
Substitute Teacher, Head Start
Temp HS Teacher
Temp HS Teacher Aide/Janitor 
HS Teacher Aide/Janitor (2)
Family Advocate (Nome & Shishmaref)
Head Start Admin Assistant
Vocational Rehabilitation and Welfare
Case Worker
Tribal Family Coordinator 
(St Michael, Gambell, Koyuk, King Island) 
Help Desk Technician
Village System Specialist
Marine Advocate
AE/Ged Specialist Instructor
Translator/Transcriber
Brownfield Coordinator (Temp)

Community Development
Specialist
Building Maintenance Technician
Tribal Coordinator (Mary's Igloo,
Elim, Wales)
Youth Initiative Specialist
Community Planning &
Development Program Director
Early Childhood Coach Mentor
Alt Tribal Coordinator (Unalakleet,
Brevig Mission, Mary's Igloo, Elim)
COVID Custodian
Subsistence Resource Program
Director
Village Public Safety Officer
(Diomede, Elim, Gambell, Koyuk,
Shaktoolik, Shishmaref, St Michael,
Stebbins, Wales)
Hospitality Caretaker - Pilgrim Hot
Springs
Site Maintenance Caretaker -
Pilgrim Hot Springs 

Supportive work environment • Excellent Pay • 7% Employer
Retirement Contribution • Recreation and Pool Passes • Employer
sponsored health plan • $2500 Hiring bonus for hard to fill positions
• Costco or Amazon Prime Membership Reimbursement
*****************************************************

Tribal Coordinator *Village of Solomon (Nome) AND Gambell
Provide administrative support and maintain day to day
operations of the tribal office for the Tribal Council.  

Land Management Services Program Director  
Oversee LMS Program for the Bering Strait Region, supervise
staff, monitor budget and complete program reports. 

SUMMER WORK - YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT
KAWERAK INTERNSHIP  Current Kawerak Higher Ed
Scholarship Recipients are eligible for our Internship Program!
Meaningful work, $25 per hour, and a great experience! 

*** Apply at kawerak.org/internship, Deadline April 1!!! ***
KAWERAK SUMMER YOUTH WORK PROGRAM  Tribal
members ages 14-24 eligible to apply! Work in the Bering Strait
Region this summer! 

*** Apply at kawerak.org/syp, Deadline April 15! ***

Nome Chamber of Commerce 
Administrative Assistant.  
Salary: $25/hr + DOE  
Hours: Full-time

This is a full time position for the Nome Chamber of Commerce (NCOC).  
Answer phones and greet the public who come to the NCOC office.   
Maintain NCOC file system.  Maintain, stock and receive office supply  
inventory.  Assist in processing Pull Tab inventory and delivery for  
Charitable Gaming.  Prepare and post bulk and other mailings.  Assist in 
preparations for meetings & conventions and other special events  
sponsored by the NCOC.  Assist in maintaining Board of Director meeting 
binders and prepare Board meeting packets.  Perform internet research. 
Perform NCOC office cleaning and close up duties.  Must be at least 21 
years of age.  Ability to work independently and perform each responsibility 
satisfactorily with minimal supervision.  Perform all office practices,  
procedures and operate standard office equipment.  Excellent oral and 
written skills.  Proficient in Microsoft applications.  Work well with the public 
and agencies.  Excellent telephone etiquette.  Ability to maintain  
confidentiality.  Professionalism Education and/or Experience High School 
Diploma or equivalent.  At least two years of work experience in an office 
setting and/or public service job. Knowledge of Nome businesses,  
residents and the services they provide is also preferred.  Wages DOE. 
Please contact the NCOC at 443-3879 or director@nomechamber.com. 
Applications are also available at the Nome Job Center. 443-2626

Job Listing

!

!
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JOB DESCRIPTION 
Company:                      King Island Native Corporation (“KINC”) 
Job Title:                       Office/Retail Manager 
Position Type:               Regular Full-time 
Compensation Range:  DOE 
Reports To:                    Board of Directors, Board President  
Supervises:                    Temporary Workers and Contract Employees  
Location:                       Nome, Alaska 
 
Position Summary: 
Subject to such policies and limitations as may be adopted by the Board of Directors, the Office Manager implements policy 
and oversees general management and direction of the businesses, property management, assets and investments of KINC. 
This includes: 
 
• Providing information and recommendations to the Board required for Board decisions and implementing Board decisions. 
• Being present and planning for each annual meeting of the shareholders and Directors and report on the condition and  
  business of KINC. 
• Developing, evaluating and reporting on new business opportunities, and monitoring, managing and reporting on existing 
  businesses of KINC. 
• Developing and presenting to the Board for approval strategic and operational plans and budgets. 
• Representing KINC as its principal representative in all matters relating to KINC, including community organizations, 
  partners, governmental agencies and other Native organizations. 
• Appointing employing and discharging, and fixing the compensation of all KINC employees and agents, subject to the  
  approval of the Board. 
• Assuring that the books, reports, statements and certificates required by applicable law are properly kept, made and filed. 
  This includes submitting quarterly reports to the State of Alaska and Federal government and to the City of Nome for sales 
  tax reporting. 
• Developing, documenting and implementing standard policies, practices and procedures. 
• Supervising and training employees, and other personnel matters. 
• Working with legal, accounting, investment and other professional advisors approved by the Board. 
• Developing and recommending yearly budgets for Board approval and managing KINC’s resources within those budgets. 
• Performing all other duties as are incident to the office or are required of him or her by the Board. 
• Opening and closing of the fabric and carving store to the customers and ensuring that the inventory of items in the stores 
  are adequate. 
 
Key Responsibilities: 
1.  Maintain regular contact and communications with the President and the Board. 
2.  Prepare monthly board packets, including financial and narrative report. 
3.  In cooperation with the President, represent KINC positively with Native corporations, tribes, regional and state-wide 
    communities, social and political organizations and local, state and federal agencies and public bodies. Maintain  
    consistent communications so that KINC and its mission, programs, products and services are presented in a strong,  
    positive image to relevant stakeholders. 
4.  In cooperation with the President, represent the Board in relations with shareholders, communicating with shareholders 
    regarding shareholder concerns and corporate shareholder policies, benefits and activities. 
5. Oversee land management on behalf of KINC. 
 
Required Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities: 
1.  A Bachelor’s Degree in Business or other like field, 4 years of supervisory work is considered comparable. 
2.  Excellent interpersonal and written and oral communication skills. 
3. Strong leadership skills, self-motivated and able to work without direct oversight or supervision. 
4. Understanding and experience working with a corporate structure, board of directors, the Alaska Native Claims  
    Settlement Act, federal and state governing bodies and a historical understanding of the KINC region. 
5. Knowledge of Alaska Native cultures, values and politics. 
6.  Possess the highest integrity and a strong sense of personal accountability and ethics. 
7. Bookkeeping and QuickBooks experience is preferred, but not necessary. 
8.  Retail experience is required for running the fabric and carving stores. 

KING ISLAND NATIVE CORPORATION  

OPEN POSITION:  
Office/Retail Manager
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FORECLOSURE  SALE

03/31/2022 at (10:00) AM 

Property Address: NHN Deering Rd., Noorvik, AK 99763 
 

LOT 17, BLOCK 26, AS SHOWN ON THE DEPENDENT RESURVEY 
AND SUBDIVISION OF LOT 3, BLOCK 23, OF THE OFFICIAL PLAT  

OF U.S. SURVEY 5069, ALASKA, NOORVIK TOWNSITE, AS  
ACCEPTED BY THE ACTING DEPUTY STATE DIRECTOR FOR  

CADASTRAL SURVEY, ALASKA, FOR THE DIRECTOR ON MAY 17, 
1989; RECORDS OF THE KOTZEBUE RECORDING DISTRICT,  

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT, STATE OF ALASKA. 
2 bedroom 1 bath and 1108 sq footage 

 
This property is not available for viewing prior to sale 

$224,000 Appraised Value 
OPENING BID WILL BEGIN AT $144,204.43 

Cash or Certified Funds Only 
 

Sale Location:  Inside the Main Entrance of the Nome Courthouse,  
113 Front Street, Nome, AK 99762 

 
Properties are sold “as is, where is”, no warranties expressed or implied 
For current information concerning the date, time and place of sale only,  

contact The Sayer Law Group, P.C. (319) 234-2530 
 

 
**Property information is included at the request of the owner of the loan. The Sayer Law Group, P.C. does not guarantee or warrant 
the accuracy of the information, Value based on appraised value. Anyone using this information in deciding whether to bid or how 
much to bid at the foreclosure sale must conduct their own investigation as to the value of the property to inform their decision. 

The King Island Native Corporation will hold their Annual Meeting of  
Shareholders on Saturday, April 23, 2022, at Old St. Joseph at 1pm for the  
following purpose:   Election of two (2) directors and other matters listed on 
the agenda.

Annual Meeting of Shareholders 
King Island Native Corporation

US Army Corps of Engineers Announces  
Northeast Cape Public Meeting 

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Alaska District announces a public  
meeting to present the findings of the Second Five-Year Review and Periodic  
Reviews for the Northeast Cape Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS) on St. Lawrence 
Island, and to present proposed 2022 field work. The Five-Year Review addressed 
cleanup activities regulated under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,  
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), while the Periodic Review addressed sites 
that are solely petroleum contaminated and not regulated by CERCLA.  

 

Environmental concerns at the Northeast Cape FUDS are divided among 34 sites. 
Remedies to address environmental concerns were documented in two Decision  
Documents in 2009. The remedies were implemented from 2010-2014. The Five-Year 
and Periodic Review process evaluates the implementation and performance of the 
selected remedies and determines whether these remedies remain protective of 
human health and the environment. The reviews found the following: 

 

Protectiveness Determinations 
 

Protective – Sites 1, 21, 31, and 32 are protective, and therefore are recommended 
for No Further Action. Site 28 has met the remedial action objectives for the site under 
CERCLA. 

 

Will Be Protective – Sites 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 19, and 27 will be protective 
upon full completion of the remedy, which includes the filing of a Deed Notice. 

 

Short Term Protective – Sites 8, 15, and 28 require additional action related to  
residual petroleum contamination. 

 

Planned 2022 Field Work 
 

Petroleum-contaminated soil will be further delineated at Site 8. Maintenance and 
sampling of groundwater wells will be conducted at the former Main Operations  
Complex. Residual petroleum-contaminated soil will be excavated and removed from 
Site 15. Dredging will be utilized to remove petroleum-contaminated sediment at Site 
28. Roads, land use control signs, and the Site 7 landfill gravel cap will be maintained. 

 

Detailed information concerning the Northeast Cape FUDS cleanup efforts is available 
at three information repositories: 

 

    University of Alaska Anchorage Consortium Library (907) 272-7547 
    Savoonga City Hall (907) 984-6614 
    Sivuqaq Corporation Building (907) 985-5826 

 

Public Meeting Notification 
 

A public meeting will be held Wednesday, April 06, 2022 at 6:00 PM at the Savoonga 
City Hall to present the findings of the Second Five-Year Review, Periodic Reviews, 
and to present the proposed 2022 field work to address the recommendations made 
as a result of the reviews. To join via teleconference, call 1 (907) 205-5092, access 
code: 401237989# 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

USACE, Alaska District 
Andrew C. Sorum 
Project Manager 

907-753-2575 

The 21st Iditarod Fine Art Show, 
sponsored by the Nome Arts Coun-
cil, was back in person after a two-
year absence due to COVID 
cancellations of Iditarod events.  This 
year’s show, comprised of 86 entries 
from Nome and the surrounding re-
gion, was held at Old St. Joe’s Hall 
Monday, March 14 through Saturday 
the 19th.   

The judges Joy Berger of Anchor-
age, DeeDee Jonrowe of Willow and 
Lisa Leeper of Nome were amazed 
by the delightful sampling of creative 
community talent.  

An art reception was held Friday, 
March 18 from 5-7 P.M.  The public 
enjoyed refreshments while Angela 
Hansen, art show organizer, extended 
a welcome, thanked the participants 
and recognized Christina Perrigo, 
Nora Nagaruk, Lisa Leeper and 
members of the Nome Arts Council, 
who directly helped with the show.   

Hansen announced the winners 
while Marguerite LaRiviere, Pres-
ident of the Nome Arts Council, 
shook their hands as they came for-
ward to accept their prize money.  
The votes for the People’s Choice 
Award were tallied and this year 
there was a tie between the stained-
glass walrus - “Staying Afloat” by 
Chloe Mattheis and the knitted qiviut 
“Baby Boy Aviator Sweater” by Lo-
retta Bullard. 

Artist Karen Olanna, who spon-

sors the Patrice Shook Best Animal 
Awards, announced a new rec-
ognition that she wanted to bestow.  
It is the “Delores Orman Volunteer 
Spirit Award,” in memory and honor 
of Hansen’s mother who passed 
away last August.  Delores gra-
ciously assisted with the art show 
regularly since it began in 1999 and 
her helping hand and ready smile 
have already been missed.  The 
award recipients are Ben Jack, Eve 
Mendenhall and Lisa Leeper. They 
were selected for their extra kindness 
and effort in setting up both the art 
and craft show held at Old St. Joe’s 
last week.   

This concluded the ceremony and 
artists picked up their works on Sat-
urday.  It is always a delight to see 
what people are creating in Nome 
and never too soon to start working 
on new entries for next year’s show. 

 
21st Iditarod Art Show Results 
 
Adult Division 
Oil/Acrylic: 1. - “Fish Camp 

Cousins” by Nora Nagaruk; 2. 
“Winter Encounter” by David Wort-
man; 3. “Spring at Last” by Amanda 
Davison; Honorable Mention - 
“Granny Golovin” by Michelle Har-
vey 

 
Watercolor/Ink/Pastel: 1. “Barn 

Owl” by Mackenzie Rapp; 2. “Aunty 

Esther” by Nora Nagaruk; 3. “Blue-
throat/Ptarmigan/ Crow” by Myra 
Scholze; Honorable Mention - “A 
Girl and Her Pup” by Angela Hansen 

 
Photography/Graphic Art: 1. 

“Kamchatka Rhododendron” by Ken 
Hughes; 2. “Walrus Hunt” by Gloria 
Walluk; 3. “Fillets for Days” by 
Katie O’Connor; Honorable Men-
tion: “Summer Buzz” by Rebecca 
Sherman-Luce 

 
3-Dimensional (Hard Materi-

als): 1. “Rebirth” by Karen Olanna; 
2. “Scorpion” by Claudia Ihl; 3. 
“Leaves of Sunflowers” by Meredith 
Ahmasuk; Honorable Mention: 
“Royer’s Cabin” by Thomas Koehler 

 
3-Dimensional (Textiles and 

Soft Materials): 1. “Recycled Blue 
Jean Bag” by Caroline Muktoyuk 
Brown; 2. “Tulip Quilt” by Robert 
Ryan; 3. “Girl’s Parky Size 6” by 
Sister Olson; Honorable Mention: 
“Yupik Piluguks” by Jolene Lyon. 

 
Judges’ Choice: “Baby Boy Avi-

ator Sweater” by Loretta Bullard 
Patrice Shook Best Animal 

Award: “Night Owl” by Naomi 
Green 

 
Student Division 
10-Years and Under: 1. “Hump-

back Whale” by Jamison Erickson-

Ford; 2.  “Insects on a Sunny Day” 
by Silas Ventress; 3.  “Lion” by  
Theodore Ventress; Honorable Men-
tion: “Outside in the Summer” by 
Karmin Perkins 

11-18 Years: 1. “Northern Lights 
on a Starry Night” by Liam Erick-
son-Ford; 2. “Nested” by Shaina 
Hobbs; 3. “Covid-19” by Quinton 
Bahnke; Honorable Mention: “Bead-
work on a Hanger” by Vamura 
Olanna 

Judges’ Choice Student Divi-
sion: “Sitting, Waiting, Fishing” by 
Sienna Pederson 

Patrice Shook Best Animal Stu-
dent Award: “Silent Fox” by Jamison 
Erickson-Ford 

 
Combined Adult and Student 

Divisions 
Iditarod Theme Award (adult 

and student categories combined) 
- “Getting Ready” by Karen Olanna 

People’s Choice: “Staying Afloat” 
by Chloe Mattheis and “Baby Boy 
Aviator Sweater” by Loretta Bullard 

 
 
 

The Iditarod Art Show returns

INVITATION TO BID 
NOME-BELTZ HIGH SCHOOL REROOF  

NOME, ALASKA  
 

OWNER: NOME PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT  
P.O. BOX 131 

NOME, ALASKA 99762 
 

CONTACT: CITY OF NOME 
907-443-6663 (PHONE) 

907-443-5345 (FAX) 
 

The City of Nome will receive sealed bids to perform construction activities 
to remove and replace existing low and no slope roof surfaces at the Nome-Beltz 
High School in Nome. 
 

Interested persons may receive a bid package by registering with the City 
Clerk by email at bhammond@nomealaska.org, phone at 907-443-6663 or by fax 
at 907-443-5345. Bid Documents will be available March 10, 2022. 
 

One complete set of Bid Documents will also be available for review at The 
Plans Room, 4831 Old Seward Hwy # 202, Anchorage, AK 99503, 907-563-2029.  
 

One complete set of Bid Documents will also be available for review at The 
Associated General Contractors of Alaska, 3750 Bonita Street, Fairbanks, AK 
99701, 907-452-1809. 
 

The deadline for submission of sealed proposals is March 31, 2022 at 3:00 
p.m. local time and shortly thereafter the bids will be opened publicly and read 
aloud.  Bids must be submitted to the City Clerk at City Hall.  Bids must be  
submitted in a sealed envelope and marked clearly on the envelope as “Nome-Beltz 
High School Reroof” along with the name and address of the Bidder. Provisions 
have been made to receive emailed bids. Fax submissions are not allowed.   

 
A five percent bid bond is required.  Payment and performance bonds will 

also be required.  The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsive, responsible 
Bidder as determined by the City and Nome Public Schools District.  The Nome 
Public Schools District reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive  
informalities, and to reject non-conforming, non-responsive, or conditional bids. 

3.17-24.2022 

regional
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Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

Nome Discovery
Tours

   

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center
A free public service that answers
questions & provides forms about

 family cases including divorce,
 dissolution, custody and visitation,

child support and paternity.
www.state.ak.us/courts/selfhelp.htm

(907) 264-0851 (Anc)
(866) 279-0851 (outside Anc)

Nome Custom Jewelry

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

Larry’s Auto and Repair

Advertising

 

Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

Nome Discovery
Tours

302 E. Front Street
P. O. Box 633
Nome, AK  99762

(907) 443-3838 (800) 354-4606
www.aurorainnome.com

   

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center

Nome Custom Jewelry

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

Larry’s Auto and Repair

Advertising

 

BERING SEA

WOMEN’S 

GROUP
Everyone has the right to be respected and to live in a safe home

and community.  BSWG provides safe shelter and services for

women, children and men experiencing domestic violence.

24-Hours Crisis Line: 1-800-570-5444 or 907-443-5444
Donations can be made through Pick.Click.Give and AmazonSmile!

Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

Nome Discovery
Tours

   

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center

Nome Custom Jewelry

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

Larry’s Auto and Repair

704 Seppala Drive
Appliance Sales and Parts

Plumbing  – Heating  – Electrical
Welding Gas and Supplies
Hardware  – Tools  – Steel

Builders Supply

443-2234                      1-800-590-2234

Advertising

 

443-5211

Checker Cab
Leave the driving to us

Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

Nome Discovery
Tours

   

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center

Nome Custom Jewelry

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

Larry’s Auto and Repair

Advertising

 

Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

Nome Discovery
Tours

24 hours
a day

7 days/wk

ALASKA
POISON

CONTROL
1-800-222-1222

   

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center

Nome Custom Jewelry

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

Larry’s Auto and Repair

Advertising

 

Sitnasuak Native Corporation  
(907) 387-1200 
Bonanza Fuel, Inc.  
(907) 387-1201 
Bonanza Fuel call out cell  
(907) 304-2086 
Nanuaq, Inc.  
(907) 387-1202 
Nome Outfitters 
(907) 387-1219

Golden Sands Stables & Lodging  

info@goldensandsnome.com 
www.goldensandsnome.com

We offer both bed and breakfast  
accommodations as well as equestrian 
care and lessons.  
 
Contact us to find out more information, or 
book rooms and lessons on our website.

We now have lower  
closing costs*.

Call me toll-free at 888-480-8877  
to 昀nd out if you can save money.
*Restrictions may apply. Amount of savings depend on the loan amount.
Minimum loan amount to save is $105,000. Not available on AHFC loans.

Hilde Stapgens, CMB
Mortgage Loan Originator 

NMLS #193345

ARCTIC CHIROPRACTIC 
Nome 

Dr. Eric Ortman, D.C. 
Over 11 Years of Experience

Treating: 
~ headaches and neck pain 
~ muscle and joint pain 
~ back pain and stiffness 
~ sprains and strains 

With: 
~ chiropractic adjusting 
~ myofascial release 
~ physical therapy  
   and rehabilitation 
~ conservative care

113 E Front St, Ste 102 
Nome, AK 99762 
(In the Federal Building next to the Post Office)

“Life is good when 
you’re pain free.”

907.443.7477

Logo, "UPS DELIVERY"  "Ramon Gandia 
304-1053"

ups

ups

UPS 
DELIVERY 

text Ramon Gandia 304-1053
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CONNECTING ALASKA TO THE

WORLD AND THE WORLD TO ALASKA

www.kuac.org and www.alaskaone.org

FM 91.3
907-434-1577 • tundratoyo01@gmail.com

Tundra Toyo, Sales and Service
Nome, AK

Authorized Dealer

State-Wide Shipping Available!
Call 907-434-1577

All Toyo stoves, boilers and water
heaters, parts.

Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

Nome Discovery
Tours

   

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center

Nome Custom Jewelry

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

Larry’s Auto and Repair

Advertising
is like inviting...

Invite your customers
to see what you

have to offer!
Contact the Nome Nugget at
ads@nomenugget.com or 443.5235

 

Q Trucking Company 

Locally, Family Owned & Operated since 1953 
 
Here to serve you for all of  
your hauling, gravel work,  
equipment rental needs  
and more, 
 

Call 443-2388

Your ad here 

Call us at 443-5235 or send an email to  
ads@nomenugget.com

Subscribe to The Nome Nugget newspaper and don’t miss another editon. 
Call us at 907-443-5235 or subscribe online at www.nomenugget.com 

It’s almost Iditarod time. 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME

Seawall
Nome Police Department 

Weekly press releases 
Activities reported between  

3/14/2022 – 3/20/2022 
 
During this period there were 242 calls for service 
received at the Nome Police Communications 
Center; 68 (28%) of these calls involved alcohol. 
The Nome Volunteer Ambulance Department re-
sponded to 18 ambulance calls. The Nome Vol-
unteer Fire Department responded to four fire calls 
during this period. 
NPD responded to 21 calls reporting intoxicated 
persons needing assistance. One person was re-
manded to AMCC as protective hold; and six per-
sons remained at the hospital for medical 
evaluation/treatment.  

Arrests 
A total of 13 arrests made with 13 (100%) alcohol 
related. 
Monday, March 14, 2022 
Charges: Assault in the fourth degree; criminal 
mischief in the fifth degree. Name: Cyrilene Okit-
kun. Location: W. 1st Ave. 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 
Charge: Criminal Trespass in first degree. Name: 
Bessie Stalker. Location: E. 3rd Ave.  
 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
Charge: Three counts Violating Conditions of Re-
lease. Name: Ethan Ahkvaluk. Location: E. 3rd 
Ave. 
 
 

Thursday, March 17, 2022 
Charge: Probation violation. Name: Zachary Bour-
don. Location: Steadman St. 
Charges: Seven counts Violating Conditions of 
Release. Name: Kyle Okpealuk. Location: F St. 
 
Friday, March 18, 2022 
Charge: Probation violation. Name: Jordan Lyon. 
Location: Seppala Dr. 
 
Saturday, March 19, 2022 
Charge: Criminal Trespass; Violating Conditions of 
Release.  Name: Stephanie Oittillian. Location: 
Front St. 
Charges: Removal or introduction of alcoholic bev-
erages; Theft fourth degree; Disorderly Conduct; 
two counts VCOR. Name: Brian Ayek. Location: 

Front St. 
Charge: Assault in the fourth degree. Name: Felix 
Wongittillin. Location: Seppala Dr.  
 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 
Charges: Assault in the fourth degree and VCOR. 
Name: David Blanning. Location: Front St. 
Charges: DUI and VCOR. Name: Gina Larsen. Lo-
cation: E. 3rd Ave. 
Charges: DUI and Criminal Mischief in the third 
degree. Name: John Culp. Location: First Ave. 
Charges: Assault in the fourth degree and two 
counts of VCOR. Name: Woodrow Kitchen. Loca-
tion: E. 3rd Ave. 
 

 
 

Traffic 
Twelve traffic stops were conducted during this re-
porting period, with 2 citations and 11 warnings is-
sued. NPD responded to one reports of a motor 
vehicle accident. 
 
Monday, March 13, 2022 
Offense: Fail to stop at stop sign. Name: Daniel 
Scholten. Location: E. 3rd Ave.  
 
Disclaimer: This is a record of activity.  The is-
suance of citations or the act of arrest does not 
assign guilt to any identified party.
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For leasing inquiries, please contact:
shdevelopment@bsnc.net or (907) 563-3788

• A beautiful setting in a high-traffic location.
• Equipment and training available.

A T  A U R O R A  I N N  &  S U I T E S

Start yourdream coffee shop

BSNC SHAREHOLDERS AND DESCENDANTS

Story and photo  
by Keith Conger 

How important is the number 44? 
To all the Western Alaska skiers 

and biathletes who have participated 
in regional race competitions over 
the years– very important. Although 
it may come with an asterisk, the 
44th Annual Bering Strait Ski and 
Biathlon Championships took place 
in Unalakleet from March 17-19. 
Skiers from Brevig Mission, Koyuk, 
Wales and White Mountain joined 
the host team and altogether, 35 ath-
letes participated. 

In 1978, Alaska Cross Country 
Ski Hall of Famer John Miles organ-
ized the first Bering Strait School 
District Ski and Biathlon Champion-
ships in White Mountain. Since then, 
scores of BSSD students have partic-
ipated in an event that was continued 
for decades without interruption. 
But, in March of 2020, travel was 
shut down in response to the ensuing 
COVID virus pandemic just after 
racers completed the 42nd annual 
event in White Mountain. That 
meant the 2021 rural ski and biathlon 
races could not happen in person.  
“Our (BSSD’s) flexibility, but also 
our determination is why we didn’t 
just throw our hands up in the air and 
give up on it,” said the 2022 BSSD 
Championships Race Director and 
Unalakleet Coach Matt Roesch when 
asked how the district kept the cham-
pionships an annual event despite the 
travel restrictions of 2021. Like so 
many other facets of life during the 
two-year epidemic, ski racing in 
rural Alaska was forced to adapt. Ac-
cording to Roesch, former BSSD 
Athletic Director Brendan Ellis 
worked to ensure that the pandemic 
did not break the string of consecu-
tive years of racing in Western 
Alaska. Ellis’ solution was to set up 
a virtual 43rd Annual BSSD meet.  
“We had a (virtual) ski race and a 
marksmanship competition,” said 
Roesch. “We weren’t racing for 

times, and we weren’t comparing 
any racers. It was just about keeping 
the tradition of skiing in the BSSD 
alive and well.” 

The 44th Annual BSSD Ski and 
Biathlon Championships started on 
Thursday with mass start skate ski 
races. High schoolers completed four 
laps around the 1.6-kilometer First 
Hill loop for a total of 6.4-kilo-
meters. The top three high school 
boys finishers were all freshmen. 
Unalakleet’s Wassaq Nanouk Jones 
won the gold medal and posted the 
fastest high school time of the day by 
finishing in 22 minutes, 59 seconds. 
The silver and bronze medals were 
earned by Jadyn Barr of White 
Mountain in a time of 26:14 and 
Keane Wilson of Unalakleet in a time 
of 27:49, respectively. 

Unalakleet freshman Cedar Busk 
won the high school girls gold 
medal, finishing at 28:22. Wales jun-
ior Chelsea Ongtowasruk earned 
silver by posting a time of 56:10. 

The junior high racers completed 
three laps for a total of 4.8-kilo-
meters. Eighth-grader Ayuu Roesch 
of Unalakleet earned the junior high 
girls gold medal in the skate ski race 
by completing the course in 17:44. 
She posted the fasted junior high 
time of the day and set a new course 
record for junior high athletes. Un-
alakleet eighth-grader Ourea Busk 
earned the silver medal in 18:33. The 
bronze medal went to White Moun-
tain seventh-grader Lana Ashenfelter 
with a time of 22:24. 

Unalakleet eighth-grader Trevin 
Soderstrom took the gold medal in 
the junior high boys ski race with a 
time of 18:08. Keanan Barr, an 
eighth-grader from White Mountain, 
and Ezra Jack, a fifth-grader from 
Unalakleet, followed Soderstrom ac-
ross the finish line to claim the silver 
and bronze medals. The pair finished 
at 20:36 and 23:52, respectively. 

On Friday, all athletes participated 
in a 10-shot, 4.8-kilometer biathlon 

race. Again, gold medalists for the 
biathlon were Nanouk Jones, Busk, 
Roesch and Soderstrom. The silver 
and bronze medalists were the same 
as the ski race in each division.  

The gold medal four from Unalak-
leet also captured the Skimeister Tro-
phies awarded to the top athletes 
from each division. In addition, Un-
alakleet earned team awards in the 
high school boys, junior high girls 
and junior high boys divisions. Un-
fortunately, no high school had 
enough girls to form a team.  

Thursday morning’s marksman-
ship competition served as a practice 
for the biathlon. Gold-medalist Vio-
let Jack, an eighth-grader from Un-
alakleet, established the top result for 
any division. By not missing a single 
target, she netted the highest score 
possible. Former BSSD champion 
and perennial BSSD Championships 
official Paul Lincoln, of Anchorage 

but formerly of White Mountain, 
said Jack’s perfect score has only 
happened a few times in all the years 
he has been helping with the race. 
McKenna Smith, a fifth-grader from 
White Mountain and Ashenfelter 
were the junior high silver and 
bronze medalists. 

It was a clean sweep for Koyuk in 
the high school boys division of the 
marksmanship competition, with 
ninth-graders Nathaniel McDonald 
and Eric Charles and junior Gavin 
Douglas talking home gold, silver, 
and bronze medals.  

Sixth-grader Cade Fahey of Bre-
vig Mission won the gold medal for 
top shooter in the junior high boys 
division. Silver medalist Barr and 
bronze medalist Ezra Jack filled the 
next top spots. Ongtowasruk edged 
out Busk for gold in the high school 
girls category. 

Four athletes hit all their shots 

during Friday’s biathlon competition 
despite cold and windy conditions. 
As a result, they earned “I shot clean 
at the BSSD” medals. The list in-
cluded Violet Jack, Ezra Jack and 
Isabella Eller of Unalakleet, and Ida 
Sereadlook of Wales.  

The coveted Sportsmanship Tro-
phy went to the team from Wales. 

In a post-race phone interview, 
Miles said he was pleased that the 
BSSD Ski and Biathlon Champion-
ships were still taking place. He 
mentioned there were so many skiers 
in the early days that races were held 
on different weekends for high 
schoolers and middle schoolers.  

Long-time ski supporter and range 
safety officer Wes Jones of Unalak-
leet witnessed a funny moment at his 
assigned shooting lane. He said that 
a junior high girl hit all her shots, 
turned around, and said, “All that 
seal hunting sure pays off.”                                    

Unalakleet hosts 44th annual BSSD Ski and Biathlon Championships

MASS START — White Mountain seventh-grader Lana Ashenfelter, center, gets a good start during the 4.8-
kilometer junior high ski race at the 44th Annual BSSD Ski and Biathlon Championships on Thursday in Un-
alakleet. Ashenfelter went on to earn a bronze medal in the junior high girls division. 
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